


utton- 


e, for 
Yerby. 
rd. :— 
Unit 
Sons, 
ments 
yd & 

Up- 
: *De 
rd-st., 
spita! 
Nhite- 
} and 
k No. 
smas- 
atern- 
Son, 


prim. 
yons, 




















KER LIBRARY AR | 
” WNIVERS'TY OF iLEINOIS 


CHITECTURS, 





THE BUILDER 


Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 


Telephones: Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 





Vol. clxuxxvit September 3,1954 No. 5820 


PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 


ARTICLES PAGE PAGE 
CORRESPONDENCE .. .. 370 | “ SELLING SAFETY TO THE 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY SITE STAFF”: — Accident 

RESTORATION: _ Extensive Prevention Group Talk. . .. 391 

Damage by Death Watch Beetle 372 SCOPE OF THE BUILDING 
CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS SAFETY REGULATIONS: 

IN THE WEST GERMAN Recent High Court Decision 392 

US ns oe CONCRETE AGGREGATES : 


me be AE ‘atiata’ 381 Revision of British Standards .. 393 
YN RANCE: 
District Surveyors’ Fees . 383 7 eae Five 393 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLAN- 
NING SUMMER SCHOOL: 
Papers at St. Andrews .. 384 


TO‘ tem secaeaaientaed DECI- 


STANDARDISED HOU SING : 
Runcorn Experiment .. 


387 RA N 
TU BU LAR STEEL BUILD- yp seed > —— 
INGS: The “ Unimer ” System 387 OUT - PATIENTS’ DEPART- 


T' 
A“ BELLROCK.” BUNGALOW 388 | MENT, HOSPITAL FOR 
THE INDUSTRIAL ENGIN. ORMOND-STREET, WC1: 


Bs “ Architect of Produc- By Easton and Robertson .. 373 
ti iy : : 388 | SILVERDALE SECONDARY 
CLAY MODULAR  COM- MODERN SCHOOL, SHEF- 
PONENTS 390 FIELD: By J. L. Womersley .. 377 


“INVERLOCHY,” DUNBLANE, 
PERTHSHIRE : By A. Strang.. 379 





YORK GUILD OF BUILDING: 
New Body Formed .. 39) 














THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE STANDARDS of the RICS examinations for quantity 
surveyors continue to exercise the minds of readers. A further 
selection of letters received on the subject begins on p. 370 

THE STATE OF REPAIR of Westminster Abbey is worse than 
was at first thought, the Surveyor of the Fabric has reported. 

p. 372 

PLANS OF A SHEFFIELD Secondary Modern School to be 

clad in coloured glass and aluminium are illustrated. p. 377 


THE DEGREE OF MECHANISATION in building current 


in West Germany is noted in a special article. p. 381 
THE LCC’S PROPOSAL to increase the fees payable for the 
services of district surveyors is reported. p. 383 


A GUILD OF BUILDING has been formed in York, Posey 
“to bring together all concerned in the industry in York.” 
The inaugural meeting will be on October 27. p. 390 

REVISED BSI STANDARDS for concrete aggregates are 
issued. p. 393 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES are asked by Mr. Macmillan to 
prepare a five-year plan of slum clearance proposals by August 
next. p. 393 





STREAMLINING BUILDING 
EDUCATION 


THE reported statement in the inaugural address of the 

new President of the Institute of Builders that “I will 
reassure you that the affairs of this Institute will be managed 
by its elected Council” seems to confirm a state of affairs 
which has long been suspected by some who have a knowledge 
of the workings of the Institute since its inception and have its 
real interests at heart. It is to be hoped that the new arrange- 
ment will assist in providing the “ greatly increased member- 
ship especially in the three senior grades,” though it seems 
from the general discussion after the address that there are 
many within the Institution who have their doubts. 

The new registration scheme linking, as it does, the work 
in the technical colleges with registration and exemptions 
within the Institute appears to go a long way to meet some of 
the previous criticisms, but the conditions governing ad- 
mission to membership and associateship for those who 
have been licentiates and probationers need some recon- 
sideration. The standards as required in terms of the 
General Certificate of Education are apeing those for the 
RIBA and the Institution of Civil Engineers examinations, 
and are much more in keeping with the field of recruitment of 
those institutions than with the building industry. The hope 
that the National Joint Apprenticeship agreement would 
provide for a higher standard of entrant has been offset to a 
large extent by the fact that most other industries and trades 
have produced similar schemes based on the same desire. Can 
hothing else be done to further the cause for building ? 

The standard of recruitment into the engineering industry 
may still not have attained the pre-war level, but there is 
little doubt that most of the better types of school leavers, 











whose aim is not a degree or professional qualification, make 
engineering their first choice. The reason for this is perfectly 
clear. Both the boys and their parents know that there is a 
well-trodden pathway from the workshop bench to the 
design office and, to a lesser extent, to higher positions on the 
administrative side. In building, if the path exists, it is not 
by any means so obvious, and even the new scheme of the 
Institute of Builders does little to soothe these doubts. In 
engineering, graduateship of the Institution is linked in no 
small measure to success in the Higher National Certificate 
and Diploma courses, and a student who satisfies the exam- 
iners in English in addition to the advanced level subjects is 
not required to “‘ go back to school” to obtain passes in five 
subjects at ordinary level or one subject at advanced and three 
subjects at ordinary level to qualify. This arrangement serves 
not only as an inspiration to the young engineer to persevere 
his studies but is also a fine democratic gesture which 
aids recruitment to the industry without lowering the high 
standards of the technical qualifications. 

The saving clause in the Institute of Builders scheme, that 
students must “ produce evidence of an equivalent standard 
of general education acceptable to the Institute,” will only 
increase the fears of the school leavers considering entrance 
into the industry that provision is being made for those who 
have the proper connections. 

If we read the new scheme aright, there are now six types 
of membership of the Institute, namely, student, probationer, 
licentiate, associate, member and fellow. Would it not 
be an advantage if these were streamlined to four types so that 
those who are preparing for the Ordinary and Higher National 
Certificates or Diplomas could be students of the Institute ; 
those with Higher National Diploma or Certificate (at a credit 
standard that could be fixed by the Institute, if necessary) with 
a certificate of the Principal of the College that they attended 
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a recognised course and that they have reached the requisite 
standard in English, could be graduates of the Institute, which 
latter qualification would lead to Associate Membership (or 
Membership) of the Institute after three or four years in a 
suitable administrative post in the industry, and after passing 
examinations in costing and management as endorsement 
subjects of the Higher National Certificate or Diploma? 
The final grade, either membership or fellowship of the 
Institute, would naturally remain to be allotted to those people 
deemed worthy of this honour by the Council of the Institute. 
Apart from the effect that this arrangement could have on the 
intake into the industry, it should also serve to improve re- 
lationships at the top level in the Institute by reason of the fact 
that there is no attempt to differentiate at that level between 
people who are of equal standing in the industry. 

It seems worthwhile also to suggest that the Institute 
might also set some standard for craft membership and 
membership for foremen, general foremen and agents. It 
is feasible that the oldest Institute connected with building, 
having put its own house in order, would not lose face by 
promoting a craft guild of the Institute of Builders which 
would be open to those who are adequately qualified both 
technically and by experience. 

There is plenty of scope in the National Diploma and 
Certificate schemes in building to provide the standards that 
the Institute have in mind, and the fact that the Council would 
be prepared to delegate some of its powers in the examination 
field to an impartial body would bring it into line with other 
professional institutions of similar standing and serve to 
implement the President’s hope of increased membership and 
to provide the right type of publicity, particularly in technical 
colleges, so ardently desired. 


DISTRICT SURVEYORS’ FEES 


‘THE London County Council, as reported on another page. 
are to seek Parliamentary approval for a substantial 
increase in the fees payable by builders and others in respect 


of the services rendered by the district surveyors. Some 
fees would be increased by as much as 100 per cent., but with 
the elimination of the special fees for buildings of steel and 
reinforced concrete construction, the net increase would be 
about 40 per cent. Even this latter figure is a substantial 
increase and it may come as a shock to many in the building 
industry. It must be remembered, however, that there has 
been no increase since 1939; and, granted the principle 
that the cost of the work which the district surveyors do under 
the London Building Acts is to fall entirely on the building 
owner, the proposed increase does not seem unreasonable. 
Nevertheless, there are some disturbing features about the 
Council’s proposals which merit further consideration. 
The Council say that, when the present fees were fixed in 
1939, it was intended that they should reimburse the Council 
for the cost of the district surveyors’ service ; this intention 
has not been realised, because salaries and other costs have 
risen, while restrictions on building have prevented fees 
from increasing to the expected extent. The proposed new 
fees would balance the cost of the duties performed by the 
district surveyors under the Building Acts on the assumption 
that the amount of building and the proportion of one type 
of work to another remain constant. These statements make 
it evident that the Council’s intention is that the people who 
are able to carry out building work should, in effect, com- 
pensate the Council for the loss of fees resulting from the 
restrictions on building. This is a principle which we ven- 
ture to suggest Parliament should look at most carefully. 
Even if Parliament should consider it a reasonable principle, 
certain other questions need to be asked. The argument 
about loss of fees resulting from the restrictions on building 
suggests that the Council may have been maintgining the 
district surveyors’ organisation on a larger scale than has been 
necessary. It is only fair to the LCC to say that there has 
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been some amalgamation of districts during the past few 
years, with a consequent reduction in the number of district 
surveyors ; but the primary reason for these amalgamations 
appears to have been the Council’s desire that the London 
Building Act districts should be the same as the metropolitan 
boroughs, and it by no means follows that there has been 
a corresponding reduction in staffs. 

Moreover, is it reasonable to assume that the amount of 
building work will remain constant ? If, as is quite likely, the 
amount of work increases, will the LCC take steps to reduce 
fees ? If the decline since 1939 in the volume of work is to 
be used as an argument for increasing fees, there ought to be 
a clear understanding that fees will be reduced if the volume of 
work increases. Obviously, the LCC cannot be expected to 
alter fees at frequent intervals, but it would not be unreason- 
able to have a quinquennial review. 

The proposal that the LCC should have power to alter fees 
in future by making by-laws seems reasonable enough, but 
it is to be hoped that Parliament will insist on adequate safe- 
guards for the building public. By-laws under the London 
Building Acts are subject to the approval of the Minister, and 
there is machinery for objections by interested persons and 
bodies. No doubt similar safeguards will be included in any 
legislation enabling the LCC to make by-laws for the regula- 
tion of fees. The questions raised by the Council’s current 
application for increased fees show how important such safe- 
guards are. 
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THE SHELDONIAN THEATRE IN NEED OF REPAIR. 
Serious decay in the exterior stonework of Oxford University’s 
Sheldonian Theatre, which was designed by Wren, has been 
revealed by preliminary restoratian work. It has been known 
since 1948 that parts of the building were in a dangerous condition, 
but recent work has shown that the decay of the stone is worse 
than suspected. It now seems likely that the stonework, which 
is of local Headington stone, will have to be renewed, except for 
the top, which was renewed in Bath stone some years ago. 
According to the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Maurice Bowra, the cost 
of the work is likely to be about £100,000. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


gos months ago we criticised in these 

columns the depressing and low 
standard of perspective drawing used 
on the site by estate agents to advertise 
forthcoming buildings. It is the more 
pleasant to note the growing practice in 
the City of London for developers to 
display first-rate perspectives of their 
intended structures. Two examples are 
those at the sites of Bucklersbury House, 
Queen Victoria-street, and the redevelop- 
ment of a site for the Salters’ Company 
in Cannon-street for which Messrs. 
Easton and Robertson are architects. 
Not only are the perspectives themselves 
admirable but they are drawn and sited 
(we believe at the suggestion of Mr. H. 
Anthony Mealand, the City Planning 
Officer) so as to represent the buildings 
as they will appear from the point at 
which they are placed. Such drawings 
have a considerable interest for the man 
in the street. 

Less admirable is the continued life 
after ten years of the enamelled iron signs 
which the City authorities placed on many 
bombed sites. ‘These state that the sites 
have been cleared and improved by the 
Corporation and request that the public 
keep them tidy. In fact, many of these 
sites are very shabby and are saved only 
by the ferns and willowherb which 
cover the squalor. Cannot we now dis- 
pense with these meaningless plates ? 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has appointed three new 
members to the Committee which advises 
him on matters concerning buildings of 
special architectural and historic interest. 
Professor Sir William Holford is chairman 
of the Committee and the new members 
are Lord Euston, who is deputy chairman 
of SPAB and a member of the Historic 
Buildings Council for England; Mr. 
J. D. K. Lloyd, secretary ofthe Council 
for the Preservation of Rural Wales for 
many years and now a member of the 
Historic Buildings Council for Wales ; 
and Mr. W. A. Eden, architect in charge 
of the Historic Buildings Section of the 
London County Council. 


AA VISIT TO PORTSMOUTH 


TuE Architectural Association has ar- 
ranged a visit to Portsmouth to inspect 
18th-century and other buildings in the 
Dockyard, and also HMS Victory and the 
Victory Museum. Members of the local 
chapter of the Hants and Isle of Wight AA 
will join the party. The party will travel 
to Portsmouth by train from Waterloo 
on Sept. 25, at 10.50 a.m. arriving back 
there at 7 p.m. ‘The cost, to include rail 
tickets (3rd class), lunch and tea will 
be 30s. Application for tickets should be 
made to the Secretary at 34, Bedford- 
square, WC1, as soon as possible. HM 
Dockyard Authorities require that the 
members of the party shall be British 
subjects. 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. A. W. THomas, MIMunE, general 
manager of Aycliffe Development Cor- 
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poration has accepted the appointment as 
Chief Engineer, Hemel Hempstead Devel- 
opment Corporation, in place of Mr. J. W. 
Henderson who has been appointed Chief 
Executive Officer of Lagos Development 
Board. Mr. Thomas has been at Aycliffe 
since the establishment of the new town. 


HOUSE TYPE PLANS AND RIBA 


THe Councit of the RIBA have 
approved in principle a recommendation of 
the Public Relations Committee that the 
Royal Institute should initiate a scheme 
whereby designs for small houses can be 
purchased at a reduced fee. An adhoc com- 
mittee, consisting of representatives of the 
Practice Committee, Public Relations 
Committee and Town and Country Plan- 
ning and Housing Committee has been set 
up to consider ways and means of imple- 
menting and administering the scheme and 
to report back to the Council. 


HOUSING CONFERENCE 


THE Institute of Housing is to hold its 
23rd annual conference at Torquay from 
September 16 to 18. Theme ofthe 
conference will be “Housing—The 1954 
Approach.”’ 


Among the papers to be read will be 
“Improvements and Conversions of 
House Property,’ by Mr. Martin G. Bond, 
MC, MA; “The Future of Private 
Housing,” by Mr. H. F. Chambers, 
MVO, FRICS; ‘‘ Management Aspects of 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act,” by 
Mr. J. B. Abbey, MBE; and “ Slum 
Clearance”’ (from the point of view of 
administration), by Mr. R. Ribblesdale 
Thornton, MA, LLB. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. H. R. Parkin, ARIBA, has removed to new 
offices at 8, St. Pauls-road, Newton Abbot, South 
Devon (Tel. : Newton Abbot 1378). Mr. Parkin has 
also opened a branch office at 8, Brownston-street, 
Modbury, South Devon (Tel. : Modbury 278). 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 


BUILDING CENTRE.—Exhibition relating to Kidbrooke 
Comprehensive School. Open until end of September. 
9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mondays to Fridays; 9.30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Saturdays. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Lunch, followed 
by talk on site organisation by Mr. H. F. Broughton. 
Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, High-street, W8. 1 p.m. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 


BUILDING SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTE.—General meeting 
to discuss future plans. At Royal Sanitary Institute, 
90, Buckingham Palace-road, London, SW1. 2.15 p.m. 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER STONEMASONS.— 
Annual practical examination for London apprentices. 
Webber and Corben’s Yard, Nelson’s Row, High- 
street, SW4. 3 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, September 2, 1854 


CovENTRY.—This town is making pro- 
gress in building improvements, so long 
needed. The New Corn Exchange 
building in Hertford-street is beginning 
to show its proportions. 'The extensive 
National Schools for Holy Trinity parish 
are almost completed, and similar schools 
for St. Michael’s are nearly roofed. The 
Town Council are about to erect a Police 
Station, which will join up to and form 
part of St. Mary’s Hall, and be similar 
in style. ‘The whole of these works are 
being carried out from the designs of 
Mr. James Murray. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
St. Luke’s Church House, Liverpool 


| ea Diocesan Reorganisation 

Committee invites architects to sub- 
mit designs in competition for the new 
Church House and Dual-purpose Church 
Hall, proposed to be erected on the site 
of St. Luke’s Church, Berry-street. (Pre- 
liminary invitations were issued in The 
Builder of July 30.) Sir Giles Scott, OM, 
RA, is assessor and premiums of £800, 
£400 and £200 are offered. It is the 
intention of the promoters to proceed 
with the work. Any question which 
competitors desire to ask must be 
addressed by September 16, to the 
Secretary, Diocesan Reorganisation Com- 
mittee, Church House, 47, Moorfields, 
Liverpool, from whom copies of the 
conditions of competition may be obtained 
(on deposit of £2 2s.) and to whom 
designs must be sent not later than 
December 16 next. 128 architects had 
applied for conditions at August 27. 

The conditions and site plan show that the 
site is bounded by Berry-street, Leece-street, 
Roscoe-street and Bold-place—the first two 
being busy and important thoroughfares. 
The importance is emphasised that both 
church and offices should be designed as a 
group of ecclesiastical buildings which will 
be recognisable as such. It has been suggested 
that the existing tower of the ruined church 
of St. Luke might be retained as an architec- 
tural feature, with or without the porches 
and rooms above, to be worked into the 
scheme to form part of the- architectural 
grouping. The decision, which should be 
made on architectural and not on sentimental 
grounds, is left entirely to competitors. 
Money available for the project is £70,000 
for the Church House and £35,000 for the 
dual-purpose Church Hall—both exclusive 
of fees. 

Conditions contain a schedule of accommo- 
dation for the Church House and for the 
Hall. The latter should seat 200-250 persons 
with a chancel seating 80-100 more. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CuHurcH HovusE AND CHAPEL, LIVERPOOL.—Site: 
St. Luke’s Church, Berry-street, Liverpool. Premiums : 
£800, £400 and £200. Assessor: Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, OM, RA Conditions from Mr. P. Straw, 
Secretary, Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation Com- 
mittee, 47, Moorfields, Liverpool, 2. Deposit: £2 2s. 
Closing date: December 16. July 30, 1954. 

OFFICES AT ALDWYCH, LONDON.—Site: Old Gaiety 
Theatre, Aldwych, WC2. Promoted by English 
Electric Co., Ltd. Adjudicators: Sir Percy Thomas, 
PP.RIBA; Mr. John Murray Easton, FRIBA. Com- 
petitors: Mr. David du R. Aberdeen; Messrs. Adams 
Holden and Pearson; Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners; Messrs. Farmer and Dark; Messrs. 
Farquharson and McMorran ; Mr. Michael Rosenauer ; 
Mr. Louis de Soissons ; Mr. Basil Spence, and Messrs. 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall. Closing date: Early 
1955. August 20, 1954. 

NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD GOLD MEDAL FOR ARCHI- 
TECTURE.—To architect of post-war building or group 
of buildings which has made real contribution to the 
architecture of the Principality. Promoted by Royal 
National Eisteddfod, Pwllheli. Adjudicators: Mr. 
Lewis John, MA, FRIBA; Dr. T. Alwyn Lloyd, 
FRIBA, P-PTPI. Closing date: May 1, 1955. 
August 27, 1954. 

NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD PRIZES IN ARCHITECTURE.— 
(1) Health Centre for Pwllheli (Prize £50); (2) Re- 
development of any Caernarvonshire village (£30) ; 
(3) (for Juniors) Library for Pwllheli (£20). Not pro- 
posed that projects be carried out. Conditions from 
General Secretary, Eisteddfod Office, Pwllheli. Adjudi- 
cators as for Gold Medal award. August 27, 1954. 


e*s The date in italics refers to the issue of The 
Builder in which fuller details were published. 


BIGGIN HILL, CHURCH 

Str Gites GILBERT Scott, OM, RA, 
is to design the new village church at 
Biggin Hill, Kent, using materials re- 
covered from All Saints at Camberwell. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest the 
article on RICS Examinations (The 
Builder, August 20) and was rather 
astounded to note that there has been a 
decrease of nearly 50 per cent. in the num- 
ber of passes in the Final Examinations 
of the Institution over the past four years. 
Does this mean that there has been a 
falling off in the standard of education 
of the candidates who sit for these examina- 
tions or is it a deliberate attempt by the 
Institution to limit the intake into the 
profession ? I had been under the impres- 
sion that these examinations were com- 
petitive. 

It would be interesting to learn whether 
a similar decline has occurred in the 
number of passes in the examinations of 
other professional institutions. 

The complexity of the examinations 
has been apparent for some time; the 
quantity surveying section is cluttered up 
with a large number of useless subjects 
which are only studied and learnt for the 
purpose of passing the examinations, and 
are of very little use in the day-to-day 
activities of the average quantity sur- 
veyor’s office. 

I appreciate that the removal of these 
subjects would possibly result in a larger 
number of passes, but surely this could be 
offset by a more extensive examination of 
the main subjects, as it is on our know- 
ledge of these which we rely to earn our 
living. It would appear that more thought 
could be given by the examiners to these 
examinations to make them more practical 
and less academic in character. 

W. J. CawTE. 

35, Kingsdown-ave., 

South Croydon, Surrey. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was surprised to learn from Mr. 
Willis that of the number of quantity 
surveyor candidates sitting the 1954 
RICS examinations only 15 per cent. 
passed the Intermediate and 9 per cent. 
the Final. Such miserable results—if the 
report is true—can hardly be attributed 
entirely to the lack of ability on the part of 
the candidates. Drastic action should be 
taken to remedy this deplorable situation. 
Mr. Willis’s suggestion of reducing the 
variety of subjects has a number of 
advantages. It would 
(1) relieve the candidate of having 
to acquire a considerable amount of 
knowledge useless to his professional 
career ; 
(2) increase the standard of attain- 
ment required in the remaining subjects ; 
(3) result in a better test of the 
candidate’s ability as a quantity 
surveyor ; 
(4) permit examinations to be held at 
more appropriate times of the year ; 
(5) permit candidates who fail in one 
or two subjects to resit the same year ; 
(6) permit the results to be available 
in a reasonable time after the examina- 
tion ; and 
(7) reduce examination expenses and 
consequently fees. 
ARICS. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The article by Mr. Willis on the 
RICS examinations was of great 
interest, but I feel it only skims the sur- 
face of this problem which affects not only 
the RICS but other professions as well 
and which is, I feel, partly due to contem- 
porary social standards. I would like to 
put forward what I feel are the deeper 
reasons for this examination impasse— 
and, in addition, a possible cure. 

Firstly, in a nutshell, whereas sons of 
dustmen may now aspire to be (and even 
succeed as) chartered surveyors, I have 
yet to hear of the reverse happening ! 
The foundations of the difficulties, illus- 
trated in the above facetious remark; were 
laid when the way was opened in the late 
*thirties for the first products of the first 
world war free secondary education policy 
to have further opportunities of entering 
employment hitherto practically the exclu- 
sive preserve of otherwise privileged 
classes. 

In this they were aided by the general 
conditions after the depression and the 
general disfavour into’ which articled 
pupilage had fallen. Recipients of free 
secondary education did not normally 
come from homes that could afford to 
keep them for years and pay premiums 
and examination fees! 'The reasons for 
the disfavour of articled pupilage are 
well known and show a gross dereliction 
of ordinary moral obligations, let alone 
professional ones. 

The last war and immediate post-war 
world generally increased the impetus of the 
movement just noted. Other more subtle 
psychological forces were at work ; surveyors’ 
clerks became quantity surveying assistants ; 
every lad entering a surveyor’s office had a 
“‘taker’s off’’ scale rule in his lunch box ; 
even dustmen became “‘ cleansing operatives.” 

The post-war reaction on the part of 
professional institutions against this flood 
of aspirants became more positive as the 
numbers qualifying under the relaxed ex- 
Service provisions became alarmingly large 
when viewed against the likely demands for 
professional services in 10 or 20 years’ time. 
The reactive counter - measures are at present 
mainly negative in character—the educational 
standard for entry is raised, the current 
professional and technical examinations are 
made more difficult. 

There was, however, an uglier barrier in the 
offing in some institutions. Suggestions 
were made that the “‘ right”? people were not 
being able to qualify reasonably quickly due 
to the “‘ necessity ”’ of having difficult exam- 
inations to ensure that at least some of the 
“‘ wrong ” people would be ‘‘ weeded out ”— 
even if on the score of home studying or 
deficiency in employment experience, rather 
than of lack of ability. 

This might mark the beginning of determ- 
ination of employment by classes again rather 
than by ability—to the detriment, I feel, of 
our growing status as a country of social 
justice. Some of the questions asked in the 
General Knowledge paper of the RICS entry 
examination, in fact, seem to indicate that 
retrograde steps have been taken, and it 
would only need articled pupilage to be 
restored as a condition of entry—as has been 
advocated—and the wheel would indeed 
have turned its full cycle. 

Remedies I might advance—for the RICS 
Quantity Surveying Branch, at least—are as 
follows :— 

(1) Let employers cease to use the RICS 
examinations as “‘ yardsticks ”’ for the various 
grades of employment and pay according to 


September 3 1954 





‘They should be more careful 
about the exits from these under- 
ground car parks !”’ 











their estimate of the sundry “ruts” that un- 
fortunately constitute the deployment of 
work in the average quantity surveyor’s office. 

(2) Subdivide the work, and progressively 
(but quickly) train and upgrade staff for 
various tasks so that really living wages are 
payable to even the lowest assistants in the 
office (I believe dustmen, by various bonus, 
etc., schemes can get into the £600 a year 
class ! ). 

(3) Let some independent body—possibly 
the City and Guilds of London—establish 
grading standards, by examination, for the 
various non-professional assistants in the 
office. It the RICS would undertake this 
task all the better. 

(4) At the same time, let there be real 
equality of opportunity for entering the RICS 
examinations, for all junior assistants who so 
aspire, by enabling them to gain experience 
in all the work of the office even if this means 
some slight dislocation of production occa- 
sionally due to “‘ taking off’’, etc., having to 
be checked. 

By the above, and other methods, I feel 
that many people who half-heartedly tackle 
the full professional examination programme, 
and make but indifferent professional men 
(if and when they eventually succeed), would 
be content to remain as plain “takers off,” 
specification writers or even plain ‘‘ workers 
up,” and the way so be left clearer for men 
with a better sense of all-round protessional 
duty to succeed. 

Wronc ASPIRANT. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have noted the article on Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors’ 
examinations, contributed by Mr. Willis, 
appearing in your issue of August 20. It 
would appear that the figures quoted for 
1951 examinations include for a propor- 
tion of candidates sitting the whole or 
part of the examination under post-war 
ex-Service concessions, and it is probably 
illogical to compare that year with the 
figures given for 1952 and 1953. Regard- 
ing the assertion that the failure in the 
examination is not of much account, it is 
fair to point out that those who have failed 
the examination can command the salary 
range quoted by Mr. Willis, as reputable 
employers are aware that at least these 
men have had a good basic training and 
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some worthwhile experience in quantity 
surveying and allied subjects. 

As far as other Institutions are con- 
cerned, it does not appear to be Govern- 
ment policy to employ quantity surveyors 
holding other than RICS qualifications. 
On the other hand certain other authorities 
may allow alternative qualifications when 
the scale of salary paid is not sufficiently 
high to attract members of the RICS. 

Dealing with the complexity of the 
examinations, a small number of subjects 
may in some circumstances be acceptable 
for a man dealing with the taking-off side 
of quantities only, but in a public depart- 
ment or at the head of a firm a man should 
have a comprehensive knowledge of the 
allied subjects which figure in the RICS 
syllabus. 

In my view, it is unreasonable to reduce 
the scope of the syllabus or to lower its 
standard. I feel that whilst the RICS 
might wish to encourage an increase in its 
membership, it would be a retrograde step 
to achieve this by reducing the scope of the 
syllabus or lowering the marking standard, 
or by amending the conditions of entry. 
Such steps (though they might solve some 
staff problems) would of course be unfair 
to those who have already qualified, but 
surely the appropriate committee has 
these matters constantly under review. 
When at junior school we are taught to 
swim, and whilst this qualification may be 
of little use in an earning capacity, its 
value in life is beyond question. 

LEONARD BroucH [ARICS]. 

16, King’s-road, Southsea. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to Mr. Arthur J. 
Willis’s article on the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors’ quantity 
surveying examinations (The Builder of 
August 20), I would like to congratulate 
such a well-known personality on having 
the courage to be so outspoken. ‘Thank 
you, Sir, on behalf of hundreds of so-called 
failures who have been longing to say what 
you have printed for quite some time. 

It appears that the number of passes 
is governed by the number of qualified 
members the Institution desires to 
basically maintain. Apart from the 
money that must be made out of failures, 
so far my professional education has cost 
approximately £350. I have now seen 
the light and have reluctantly given up. 
The strain of examinations was beginning 
to tell on my health and domestic life, 
apart from the money factor. The odds 
on passing appeared too great for such a 
big outlay and, frankly, life is too short 
for such worries. 

These examinations are costly in time 
and money. The RICS must appreciate 
that this is 1954 and not 1854. Bring the 
Institution up to present-day require- 
ments ! The whole system of the examina- 
tions needs drastic overhaul to put it in 
line with modern practice. We want to sit 
a fair examination and be judged on our 
merits, and not by the number of candi- 
dates that can safely be “ let through the 


gates.”” 
H. W. Go tp. 


46, Cranbourne-road, 
Northwood Hills, Middx. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. E. A. Pyser (your last issue) 

is to be congratulated on champion- 

ing the stand the RICS have taken on 

behalf of the public in order to protect 

it from under-qualified surveyors. How 

my heart rejoices to think that the majority 

of post-war qualified surveyors are mature, 

hard-working ex-Servicemen who con- 

tributed so notably to the pass lists of the 
immediate post-war years. 

However, I know, and Mr. Pyser 
should know too, that the ex-Service 
“successes”? were probably the least 
qualified surveyors of recent years. A 
glance at the immediate post-war examina- 
tion papers is sufficient to show a standard 
considerably lower than that required 
to-day. As if this were not low enough, 
not only were those same candidates 
exempted from the First Examination but 
were actually allowed to pass the Inter- 
mediate and Final by a deliberate lowering 
of the standard by 5 per cent., and this bya 
body that takes pride in guarding the public. 

A moment’s thought should be sufficient 
to enable one to realise the farcical situation 
of candidates passing an examination with 
50 per cent. of the possible marks whilst a 
candidate who has worked just as hard and 
probably harder gains 53 per cent. and fails. 
To the uninitiated 5 per cent. doesn’t appear 
to be much of a concession, but I feel that I 
speak for the majority when I say that if 
intensive studying is done, with a target of 
100 per cent. marks in view, 50 per. cent is not 
particularly difficult to attain, but the extra 
5 per cent. is excessively so. I state this 
with feeling, having failed in the Intermediate 
(once) and the Final (once so far) within the 
limits 50 to 55 per cent. 

My next attempt will probably be the last 
for about three years because, lacking the 
sense of urgency of my ex-Service brothers, 
I have only worked intensively for about 
seven years and my reward is that soon I 
shall be spending two years in the armed 
forces. ‘This thought, however, has not 
weighed too heavily upon me, for such is the 
quality of my work that my salary has enabled 


371 


me to take unto myself a wife who complains 
not at all at seeing, month after month, only 
the top of my head bent over a weighty 
text-book, unlike two of my office colleagues, 
excellent fellows at their work, but so frustrated 
by the RICS that they have ended their 
deferment and have volunteered for National 
Service. These, I might add, are lost for 
ever to the professional side of building as 
they are taking their considerable talents to 
a builder when their Service is completed. 
All this because ‘‘ any fool can ask questions 
that a wise man cannot answer.” 
PROBATIONER. 


ARCHITECTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent, W. Mac- 
Donald (August 20), refers with 
justification to the heavy responsibilities 
of architects. Unfortunately, he blames 
bills of quantities and quantity surveyors 
for part of the burden, and, in doing so, 
displays an inaccurate or incomplete 
knowledge of the functions of both. 

Quantity surveyors have many worries 
and responsibilities of their own, to which 
architects contribute their share. Far 
from adding to architects’ worries, sur- 
veyors do much to relieve them, and I am 
sure that the majority of architects acknow- 
ledge with appreciation the many services 
rendered by the quantity surveyor. 

I can think of no instance where an 
architect would have to bear the responsi- 
bility for a quantity surveyor’s errors apart 
from that of the surveyor employed in the 
architect’s name. 

Bills of quantities should be accurate 
measurements of the work involved, unless 
otherwise described, and are not estimates. 
They form part of accepted tendering pro- 
cedure, and when incorporated in the 
contract provide a means of adjusting 
errors as well as variations. When not 
incorporated, there is usually no remedy 
for errors, the bills merely forming 
schedules of rates, and therefore no bur- 





HIGH COMMISSIONER’S RESIDENCE, COLOMBO.—This new residence 
for the UK High Commissioner at Colombo was designed by the Ministry of Works 
to include facilities for large-scale entertaining. The house is a simple structure, part 
reinforced concrete and part load-bearing walls of local brick and rough hewn stone. 


Natural stone is also used decoratively in panels. 


The low pitched timber-framed 


roof ts covered with aluminium sheeting which has been treated to prevent undue glare. 
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den would fall on the architect. ‘To have 
bills prepared and not incorporate them 
is to make incomplete use of them. 

Any quantity surveyor acting in his 
own name is fully responsible for his work, 
and subject to legal action for losses arising 
from his incompetence or negligence. 

I am sure that any chartered quantity 
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surveyor acquaintance of Mr. MacDonald 

would be happy to inform and advise 

him more fully on the functions and 

responsibilities of quantity surveyors, and 

the definition and uses of their works. 

Wituram C. Topp, [ARICS] 
55, 'Tregaron-avenue, East Cosham, 
Portsmouth, Hants. 





WESTMINSTER ABBEY RESTORATION 
Extensive Damage Caused by Death Watch Beetle 


THE serious state of decay in roof 
timbers and other woodwork in 
Westminster Abbey, caused mainly by the 
death watch beetle, was referred to by 
Mr. S. E. Dykes Bower, MA, FRIBA, 
the Surveyor of the Fabric, at a Press 
conference held on Monday (August 30) 
at which he described the work now in 
rogress on the restoration of the Abbey. 
Following is the text of his. statement: — 


The Nave Roof.—Work began on the 
nave roof early this year with removal 
of the stone parapets on the south side of 
the nave and the west side of the south 
transept. . In the process of lifting the 
lead gutters to enable the lower courses 
of stone to be taken out, the feet of the 
main roof timbers were revealed and a 
serious state of affairs disclosed. 


Almost all of them, also the wall plates, 
were found to be badly decayed as a re- 
sult of wet rot and attack by death watch 
beetle. This rendered necessary further 
close investigation of the whole wood- 
work of the nave roof, and examination 
showed that the death watch beetle was 
present in all but a few timbers. 


A major task of the last few months 
and one which will continue for some 
time ahead has been the treatment of 
this roof to exterminate the beetle and 
protect the wood against further attack. 
This is being done first from inside and 
then, as the lead is lifted bay by bay, will 
also be carried on from outside. 


It was found that most of the roof 
rafters were cut from oak trees about 
60 to 80 years old not, as often, from 
trees 200 to 250 years old. Thus there 
is sap wood on both sides, which is 
readily subject to attack, though after it 
has been cut away enough strength re- 
mains in the heart of the timber to ob- 
viate replacement except in a few cases. 
Where, however, new oak has to be sup- 

lied or scarfed on to existing members, 
it is being specially selected and either 
sprayed or steeped in sodium pentchloro- 
phenate. ; 

Badly affected timbers that are incap- 
able of retention are treated before 
removal and later destroyed. 


NEW STONEWORK 

It is interesting to note that the roof 
rafters, which are roughly 4 in. by 7 in. 
and laid with their widest side horizon- 
tally, are spaced at approximately 16 in. 
centres, which is the standard for similar 
timber construction to-day. Where larger 
baulks of timber occur the span is 
widened. : 

While priority has thus had to be given 
to the woodwork of the roof, the progress 
in rebuilding the parapet has necessarily 
been slower than was hoped, but some of 
the new stonework is now in position in 


the western bays and a reserve of worked 
stone is on the site awaiting fixing. Fresh 
deliveries will arrive from the quarry 
when this has been used up. 


Similarly the stripping of the lead has 
been deferred until the treatment of the 
timbers from inside has been completed. 
In general, opening up of those parts that 
have hitherto been invisible has shown 
the state of the structure to be worse 
than was already known and the scope 
of the remedial work necessary is prov- 
ing larger than had been anticipated. In- 
vestigation of the wooden roofs over the 
vaulting in other parts of the building 
has confirmed that the death watch beetle 
is active to a serious extent and if as 
much work has to be done elsewhere as 
is now in progress on the nave roof, there 
will be a large programme of this work 
for the next few years, 


ROOF COLLAPSE AVOIDED 


Jerusalem  .Chamber.— For some 
months the Jerusalem Chamber has been 
undergoing restoration and it will prob- 
ably be brought back into use about 
the beginning of 1955. Here, serious 
damage to the roof has been caused by 
the death watch beetle. Samples of wood 
taken from the roof demonstrate how 
serious would have been the conse- 
quences had the damage not been dis- 
covered in time. When scaffolding was 
erected and close examination became 
possible, the oak was found to be riddled 
with death watch beetle, live grubs being 
discovered in timbers that were already 
almost completely perforated. Although 
there was nothing from below to indi- 
cate the grave damage, ultimate collapse 
of the roof would have been inevitable. 


The leadwork has been stripped and 
the timbers treated both externally and 
internally, though as a precaution treat- 
ment will be repeated at intervals of 
twelve months for the next three or four 
years. The lead is being recast and will 
shortly be relaid. After dismantling of 


the internal scaffolding, the floor will be th 


uncovered since trouble has been dis- 
covered in the cellars which extend 
beneath this room and the College Hall. 


WASHING STONEWORK 


The Cloisters—In the cloisters a start 
has been made with washing the 
traceried windows and walls on the south 
and west walks. The stonework here, 
renewed about a hundred years ago, was 
beginning to show signs of succumbing to 
attack by acids in the atmosphere, and, 
in so far as washing frees the surface of 
corrosive deposits, the life of the stone 
should thereby be prolonged. The im- 
provement in its appearance is very 
noticeable, 
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Glazing of the upper part of the win- 
dows has begun and this, by keeping the 
weather out, will help to arrest deteriora- 
tion of the vaulting. 


Tests of various kinds of stone have 
been proceeding with a view to ascertain. 
ing their durability in London condi- 
tions. The results are now being con- 
sidered but it is unlikely that a start will 
be made on a large-scale restoration of 
the cloisters until stone repairs on the 
higher portions of the main building 
have reached a more advanced Stage. 


INTERIOR CLEANING 


Internally the cleaning of St. Paul’s 
Chapel and St. John’s Chapel, the first 
items in the general cleaning of stone- 
work, have been finished and are instruc. 
tive in showing how the original colour 
of the stone can be recovered once the 
overlay of dirt and grime is removed. 
Cleaning has now been started on the 
Confessor’s Chapel and should be finished 
before the end of the year, Steel beams 
will then be placed across the presbytery 
at triforium level and scaffolding buiit 
up on top to enable the two western bays 
of the presbytery from the triforium up 
to ya — to be oe When this 
is finished, cleaning of the arches 
pillars below will follow. 


The cleaning of St. Paul’s and St 
John’s Chapels included the cleaning of 
the exceptionally fine monuments, though 
some repair work is still in progress 
where they have suffered from damage 
or neglect in the past. 


Repair of windows broken as a result 
of bomb damage during the war is con- 
tinuing: the two largest now in hand are 
the Chaucer window and its equivalent in 
the north transept. In the Chaucer 
window considerable repair of stone- 
work been necessary. 


TWENTY YEARS’ WORK 


Replying to questions, Mr. Dykes 
Bower said that it would take about 
three years to eradicate the death-watch 
beetle and furniture beetle from all parts 
of the Abbey. The major part of the re- 
storation work throughout the building 
would, he expected, take about 10 years 
to complete, although it would probably 
be 20 years before all the repairs at pre- 
Sent envisaged were finished. 


Of the new timber being used to re- 
place that which had decayed, he said 
it was an extremely fine variety of 
selected British oak. There was no diffi- 
culty over supplies, 


Referring to the question of cleaning 
the exterior of the Abbey as well as the 
interior, Mr. Dykes Bower said he would 
like to see the exterior cleaned every 10 


years. Washing removed the harmful 
atmospheric acids that had caused 
the stonework to crumble. However, so 


much of the stonework on high points 
of the building was crumbling ee that 
it would not be an economic proposition 
to erect scaffolding for cleaning purposes 
unless the defective stonework could be 
replaced at the same time. 


With atmospheric conditions as- they 
were at present it would be necessary to 
clean the building every decade. If 
pee lw gig of gy abatement were 
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General view of medical waiting area. 


THE BUILDER 


OUTPATIENTS’ DEPARTMENT, HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN, 
GREAT ORMOND STREET, LONDON, WCI 


Architects 
EASTON & ROBERTSON, FF.RIBA 


Structural Engineers 
L. G. MOUCHEL & PARTNERS 


Clerk of Works 
H. C. RENDELL 


[= first stage of the new outpatients’ department 

was opened in July last, and it replaces, after a 
postponement of 15 years because of the war and 
other factors, the old outpatients’ department, 
affectionately known in the hospital as the Astor Hall. 
The new building represents another stage towards 
the complete rebuilding of the hospital and contains 
the consultative suites of the outpatients’ department. 
Work is now proceeding with the reception and dis- 
pensary departments (the hatched portions on the 
accompanying plans). 

The old Astor Hall was demolished just prior to the 
war, and work had already been started on the founda- 
tions of the new department when war broke out. 
The temporary housing of the outpatients’ department 
in the old ward blocks, which was accepted for two 
years, has had in the event to continue for 15 years— 
and without a day’s interruption, even during the war. 


The new building is a reinforced concrete framed 
structure, the layout of which is based on the 1939 
scheme, although considerable modifications have 
been made to provide a new form of lighting to the 





Quantity Surveyors 
DEACON, KNIGHT & GRANGER 


Builders 
MARSHALL ANDREW & CoO., LTD. 


consultation rooms in the centre of the plan at lower 
ground-floor level. 

North light post-tensioned reinforced concrete 
barrel vaults were used without any intermediate 
columns and having a clear span of 35 ft. to allow for 
flexibility in planning. 'The remainder of the building 
consists of r.c. beams and columns and hollow pot 
floor and roof slabs. Cross beams have been elimin- 
ated to give an uninterrupted path for services and for 
the sake of flexibility. 

Construction and finishes—The cladding of the 
structure is cavity brickwork and the internal partitions 
are 44 in. brickwork and 3 in. “‘ Leca ’’ concrete blocks. 
All roofs are insulated with a “‘ Leca’’ screed, the 
flat roofs being finished with asphalt and the curved 
surfaces of the barrel vaults being covered with 
roofing felt finished with an aluminium bitumastic 
paint to increase the light and heat reflection. Slate 
cills have been used throughout to give a hygienic 
finish requiring minimum maintenance. 

Timber ‘‘ Carda’’ windows, having large unin- 
terrupted panes of glass, have been used in all the 
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View of the north light barrel vaults and studio lighting to medical 
registrars’ and teaching and consulting rooms. 
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View in preparation and weighing room. 
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main rooms to give a high standard of lighting and a_ floor surface for cleaning purposes. Following is 
a window which can be cleaned from the inside. a list of sub-contractors : 

a elves T. S. Knight and Son (Plumbing), Ltd., plumbing and 
a The floors throughout the building are terrazzo, drainage ; abe Blectesl Co., bee Frm te lenaaitdiaine 
# and are laid to slight falls to floor channels and gullies Benham and Sons, Ltd., heating, hot water and ventilation ; 
4 to facilitate cleaning, which is carried out by means of Diespeker and Co., Ltd., terrazzo floors, partitions and 
pressure spray nozzles at skirting level. A waterproof facings ; Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., asphalt 
: membrane is provided beneath all floor screeds. roofing ; The Ruberoid Co., Ltd., roofing to barrel vaults ; 


A : J. Avery and Co., Ltd., dark blinds and venetian blinds ; 

To attain reasonable quietness and to compensate Built-in Fixtures, Ltd., benches and special furniture ; 
for the hard and glossy floor and wall finishes, the Bow Slate and Enamel Co., Ltd., slate cills ; Fredk. Braby 
ceilings consist of special slotted fibrous plaster panels and Co., Ltd., aluminium sheeting; British Challenge 
backed with resin-bonded glass silk. Glazing Co., patent glazing ; Crittall Manufacturing Co., 


; ‘ A R : Ltd., metal windows ; Dent and Hellyer, Ltd., sanitary 
Services.—The mechanical services are an extension fittings 3 . 


of those in the hospital block and nurses’ home. ‘The Jas. Clark and Eaton, Ltd., glass domelights ; Grundy 
heating is by a system of embedded floor panels  Arnatt, Ltd., handrails and balustrades ; David Esdaile and 
served from a calorifier in the basement of the new  Co., Ltd., fibrous plaster and acoustic ceilings ; Holcon, 


building. The calorifier is fed with steam from the Ei. “ Carda” windows; Yannedis and Co., Ltd., iron- 
hospital boiler house. mongery ; Holoplast, Ltd., special partitions ; The Letter- 
tad : , ing Centre, foundation stone ; Malcolm MacLeod and Co., 
, The heating is supplemented by mechanical ventila- Ltd., reconstructed stone ; Thomas Edison, Ltd., ‘‘ Tele- 
tion. Bench and cupboard units are purpose made and _ voice” installation; Esavian, Ltd., furniture; North 
cantilevered from the walls to give an uninterrupted Thames Gas Board, gas installation. 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 








THE BUILDER September 3 1954 | Septemb 


Medical waiting space, showing undressing cubicles Mothercraft room. 
adjacent to registrars’ rooms. 


A_ registrar’s room in medical clinic. Urine testing room in medical clinic. 


OUTPATIENTS’ DEPARTMENT, HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN, WC1 
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SILVERDALE SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, SHEFFIELD 


City Architect 
j. L. WOMERSLEY, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Senior Group Architect 
C. W. L. WINDLE, ARIBA 


Architect-in-Charge 
J. KOT 


Assistant Architect 
A. B. THOMSON, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 
THOMAS BARRETT SONS & PARTNERS 



























NORTHERN JECTIONAL ELEVATION 


DESIGNED for the Education Committee of the 

Sheffield County Borough Council, the school will 
accommodate 680 pupils. The site is on an undulating 
slope on the western outskirts of the City, bordering the 
Derbyshire Moors and County boundary. The school is 
planned on a 5 ft. module which gave the most flexible type 
of plan form and the most economical combination of 
external curtain walling and structural frame. Con- 
struction is based on a traditional steel frame, infilled with 
I1-in. cavity walls of brick and foam slag with aluminium 
curtain walling to the main classroom block. Hollow tile 
floors and roofs are used and designed to span the full 
length and width of the classrooms without intermediate 
beams. The single-storey wings and assembly hall are 
roofed with asbestos cavity decking, and the waterproofing 
to all roofs is by natural asphalt. 

The external wall cladding is of a coloured glass Vitro- 
slab with Asbestolux backing ; this functional treatment is 
contrasted by the use of natural materials of golden buff 
rustic facing bricks and limestone random rubble walling 
to gables and walls panels. Assembly hall and classrooms 
are finished in wood blocks. The gymnasium is equipped 
with a double strip boarded floor, mounted on battens in 
special floor clips. 

Total cost was £169,913, which represents £249 per 
place. Building will be done by the Sheffield Public 


Works Department. 
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View from east. Below: View from north-west. 





“INVERLOCHY,” GLEN ROAD, DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE 


Architect 


ALEXANDER STRANG, 
ARIBA, Dip. Arch., ARIAS 


Builders 
D. & F. OGILVIE (BUILDERS), 
LTD. 


HIS is a four/five apartment 
house with a garage in the 
basement due to the sloping site. 
All rooms have been planned to 
face south-west to take advantage 
of sun and views. A low-pitched 
copper-covered roof was adopted 
for aesthetic reasons, mainly on the 
north-west elevation. 

The walls are 11 in. cavity brick- 
work rendered with } in. Derbyshire 
spar on white backing. End walls 
to living-rooms are finished in 
random rubble. There is T. and G. 
pine flooring to the first floor and 
concrete on the ground floor, with 
a fitted carpet on latex underlay in 
the living-room and lino tiles in 
kitchen, hall, etc. 

Fittings in bedrooms and kitchen- 
ette are in painted plywood, while 
those in the living-room are in 
Australian walnut veneered ply- 
wood, with sycamore edging to 
match Morris furniture. 

A system of central heating by 
radiators has been installed, with a 
gravity feed boiler in the garage. 


Joiner, D. Stewart and Sons, Bannockburn ; 
plumber (including roof work), J. and J. Duff, 
Stirling; electrician, Henderson and Fell, 
Stirling ; glazier, D. O’May, Ltd., Falkirk ; 
painter, J. D. Smith and Sons, Stirling ; 
precast beams, “ Bison” Concrete, Ltd., 
Falkirk ; floor tiles, Korkoid, Glasgow ; bath- 
room fittings and radiators, etc., Ideal Boilers 
and Radiators, Ltd., Hull; gravity feed boiler, 
Watts (Factors), Ltd., Lydney ; metal windows, 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Glasgow ; 
facing bricks, Auchinlea Brickworks, Clelland ; 
whinstone, Aberfoyle Quarries, Aberfoyle ; 
wood wool, plasterboards, etc., Gyproc; 
ceiling insulation and acoustic treatment, 
‘ Paxtiles,” by Newalls Insulation Co., Ltd., 
Durham. 
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View of living-room. Dining space. 


“ INVERLOCHY,” GLEN ROAD, DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE. 


September 3 1954 








Septemt 


CUR. 


XPE 
m 
ous e% 
industr 
machin 
immedi 
at abou 
Much « 
date. 
currenc 
From ] 
1951, t 
28,950 
4,690 t 
were Ov 
workers 
These 
higher 
shortag 
try lars 
in bags 
srnall si 
In 1! 


; 
! 


Fig. 

store’ 
fram 
This 
as ai 
contr 
Instii 
crane 











Fig. 4 





September 3 1954 


THE BUILDER 


CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WEST GERMAN 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


By R. ROSNER, 


| Crappie dn maintain that, in regard to 
mechanisation, in spite of continu- 
ous expansion the German building 
industry is lacking capital. The losses in 
machinery during the war and the 
immediate post-war period are estimated 
at about 40 per cent. of pre-war stock. 
Much of the remaining stock is out of 
date. Capital investment since the 
currency reform has been substantial. 
From January 1, 1949, until August 1, 
1951, the number of mixers rose from 
28,950 to 37,100; tower cranes from 
4,690 to 10,820 (two-thirds of all cranes 
were owned by firms with more than 100 
workers); and hoists from 6,980 to 11,720. 
These figures should be substantially 
higher now. As a result of the paper 
shortage during the Korean war the indus- 
try largely abandoned the use of cement 
in bags, and bulk supply in silos even for 
small sites is now general. 

In 1953, orders for building equipment 





Fig. 1.—Light crane for the erection of 
storey-high wall units at Sulldorf. The 
frame consists of welded steel tubes. 
This crane was specially manufactured 
as a result of close collaboration between 
contractors and the Hanover Research 
Institute. Tower and overhead portal 
cranes had proved to be too cumbersome 
and costly to run. 


Fig. 4.—A new type of concrete mixer, (Left) Section through small mixer. (Centre) Mixer feeding conveyor belt. 


ARIBA, AMTPI 


amounted to more than £15m., but this 
figure is regarded as quite inadequate if 
measured by comparative outlay in France 
or Switzerland. 

The tendency is at present to standardise 
types of machinery and lighten equip- 
ment, because of the heavy cost incurred 
by the transport, maintenance, erection 
and dismantling of equipment. For this 
reason much preference is given to small 
tower cranes. ‘The erection and dis- 
mantling of a crane weighing 20 to 30 tons 


Fig. 2.—The transport of dry and loose 

materials by means of electro-magnetic 

vibrations. The metal channels vibrate 

at a frequency of 3,000 vibrations per 
minute. 


used to cost £250 to £400. It is now 
possible to use on smaller jobs new types 
of cranes weighing only 10 to 12 tons. 
Their erection and dismantling costs no 
more than £18 to £40. 'The type of crane 
used for two-storey cottages during the 
Ministry of Works’ Norwich experiments 
would be regarded as totally uneconomical 
by German technicians. Generally, the 
limited performance of these smaller 
cranes is more than offset by reduced 
running costs and by greater mobility. 

I was impressed by several light lifting 
devices which were just capable of moving 
materials from one floor to the next. 
Fig. 1 illustrates a type used in Hamburg- 


mixer fed ly. 


Fig. 3.—Special cement silos for the 

** door-to-door’ service of the German 

railways. The cement is delivered by 
rail and road to the site. 


Sulldorf ; another one which was used in 
Kiel could be jacked up to the floor above, 
as soon as sufficient precast floor units 
had been laid to provide an adequate base. 
In many instances this type of device is 
as effective as a tower crane and far less 
expensive. 


CONCRETE PRODUCTION 


Determined attempts are being made to 
rationalise the production and transport 
of concrete (Figs. 2 and 3). A new type 
of mixer has been developed which can 
produce a constant flow of concrete and 
is capable of increasing productivity by 
as much as 60 per cent., if synchroni 
with conveyor belt and crane (Fig. 4). 

The cost of labour varies substantially 
and can have a decisive influence upon 
building costs. The following table 
indicates the number of operatives required 
to serve, manually, mixers of varying 
capacity : 





Operatives 
required for 
manual feeding 


Time required 
if only one 
operative shovels 


Capacity 
of mixer 





cu. feet 
” ” 6-58 o» 
” ” E ” 





” ” ‘ ” 








The productivity of one operative works 
out at 0.44 hours per *cubic metre. ‘This 
value is based on the investigations of 





*1 cubic metre= 35-31 cu. ft. 








(Right) Large 
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several institutes of labour management. 
Rest periods have been included. One 
mix can be completed in 2 minutes or 30 
in one hour. It is interesting to note that 
even a large labour force feeding manually 
a fast-moving conveyor belt cannot achieve 
high productivity. A conveyor belt of 
1.8 in. width, which moves at the speed of 
1.3 metres/sec. can carry 30 cu. metres 
of gravel per hour. 'Ten operatives are 
required to utilise its full capacity. In 
practice, however, they would get in each 
other’s way and slow down the work. 

Real economies can be gained by 
mechanical shovels which are now in- 
creasingly used on the larger building sites 
of Western Germany. ‘Three different 
devices have been developed : 


(1) The mechanised shovel with a 








CEMENT SILO 




















nical 








PLAN 






<M : 
Figs. 5 and 6—WEIGH-BATCH 
SILO WITH MECHANICAL 
SHOVEL. The shovel is connected 
by cable with a small motor and steered 
by reversible push button control. 
Depending on distances and the nature 
of materials used one man can shift 
between 19 to 38 cu. yds. per hour. 
This type of equipment is being used on 
an increasing scale in civil engineering. 
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weigh batch also sunk 
into the ground (Figs. 
5 and 6). Whilst the 
hopper is drawn up to 
feed the mixer, the silo 
is filled in readiness for 
the hopper’s return to 
its lowest position. 
(2) The mechanised 
shovel serving an 
elevated type of silo, 
which is fed by con- 
veyor belt (Fig. 7). 
Where the silo is 
divided into several 














compartments to GEAR 
accommodate sand a le 
and coarse aggregates, 

the belt’s delivery end x 
may be fitted with a f\ 
movable funnel or + 
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horizontal worm gear ico} 


feeder. With all aggre- 








gates kept close to the 

conveyor, one man 

may move 20 to 30 cu. 
metres per hour. 
(3) In the case of small mixers with 

a capacity of up to 5.3 cu. ft. weigh- 

batch silos may be too costly ; a special 

type of mechanical shovel can be used 
which feeds directly into mixer’s hopper. 

The shovel (Fig. 8) is designed to 

facilitate control by volume. 

It has been established that one opera- 
tional cycle, allowing for a working 
distance of 20 ft. and a shovel with a 
capacity of 5.3 cu. feet, can be completed 
in 26.54 seconds, made up as follows : 


Starting up of shovel ae .. 2-60 seconds 
Cartage over distance of 20ft. .. 7:20 ,, 
Discharge a es «+ Meee be 
Return eS ba eis sf Pe 55 
Rest breaks for operative 
20 per cent. ae a3 SR gs 
Total . 26:54 =, 


At this rate 16.53 cu. metres can be 
moved in one hour. The manpower 
required to move various aggregates (not 
including cement) is much reduced by 
mechanisation. 














: Mechanised Hand shovel 
Capacity shovel No. of No. 0 
mixer operatives operatives 
| 
5:3 cu. feet 1 | 2 
9 ” ” 1 | 3 
igs a) es 1 | 5 
18 sy 1 | 7 
27 Me 2 9 
36, : 2 13 
| 
Comparative labour costs per cu. 


metre of concrete for servicing a mixer 


/ 
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SHOVEL / 


ELEVATION 


Fig. 7—Mechanised shovel serving an elevated type of silo. 


with a capacity of 31 cu. ft. are: in the 
case of manual service 1.41 marks and in 
the case of mechanised service 0.66 marks. 


PREFABRICATION 


The first German attempts to pre- 
fabricate domestic structures date back 
about 30 years. One of the oldest systems 
included very large light-weight concrete 
wall units which were cast on site with 
window and door openings and, when dry, 
positioned by a large overhead travelling 
crane. External rendering was applied 
before erection. In 1928 concrete units, 
storey-high and 2 ft. 4 in. wide, were used 
for three-storey buildings. The units, 
which consisted of two skins and a cavity 
filled with insulating material, were erected 
with the aid of a heavy tower crane. 

The most successful system was 
developed in 1927 by the city architect of 
Frankfurt, Dr. E. May. Units were 
erected in three courses from each storey 
height; the first unit from floor level to 
cill height, the second unit from cill to the 
underside of the window lintol and the last 
unit from that point to the floor level 
above. Again tower cranes were used for 
erection. The blocks of flats built with 
this method are still in use and have 
successfully withstood the test of time. 

Since the end of the last war only two 
systems of prefabrication have been 
developed to any extent. One system 





FRONT ELEVATION © 


Fig. 8.—Shovel for use with small concrete mixer, designed to facilitate control 
by volume. 
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Architects: ALAN W. PIPE & SONS 

Contractors: A. E. SYMES LTD. 
The illustration shows the Draughting Hall at W. J. Fraser 
& Company, Ltd. the Chemical Engineers’ new Offices, Harold 
Hill, Essex. Altro Flooring is also laid in the administrative 


office areas and corridors. 
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The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


—the home of all that is best in modern 


building practice. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Ld. 














SMALL WORKS DEPT. : 


COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 
MUSEUM 3705 


SOUTHAMPTON : 


151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY 
SOUTHAMPTON 73176 





N2 4/-EAGLE STREET’ HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WLI 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 


JOINERY WORKS : 


GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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be he | 


Fig. 9.—Two-storey flats with storey-high wail units and prestressed floors based on a 


50-cm grid ; 


consists of unreinforced steam-hardened 
light-weight concrete wall units 8 ft. 4 in. 
high and 1 ft. 8in. (0.5m.) wide. The 
latter dimension determines the grid for 
the whole plan. When the units are placed 
in position concrete is poured into the 
cavities formed by their vertical grooved 
edges. ‘The external panels, although only 
6 in. thick, are considered to have excellent 
insulating qualities. Party walls consist of 
two skins of 6in. panels separated by a 
2in. cavity. Internal load-bearing walls 
are 7in. thick. The 1 ft. 8 in. wide pre- 
stressed light-weight concrete floor slabs 
vary in depth. Above the basements, 
which occupy only part of the floor area, 
they are 5 ft. deep, and at first-floor level 
7 ft. 2in. External rendering consists of 
(1) a sprayed film of cement slurry, (2) a 
thrown layer of compo rendering, and 
(3) a sprayed layer of waterproofing 


rendering. Internally, plastering consists 
of a sprayed skin 5mm. thick (+ in.) 
(Fig. 9). 


The other system incorporates hollow 
units 10 in. thick, 12 in. high and 1 ft. 8 in. 
long. ‘They are placed by a very light 


crane. 


BAGHDAD TRADE EXHIBITS 


Exhibited by Aveling-Barford, Ltd., of 
Grantham, Lincs, at the forthcoming British 
Trade Fair, Baghdad, will be a road roller, 
two graders and two dumpers, from their 
wide range of plant. Weighing 8 tons 
unballasted, the road roller incorporates a 
patent pressure-balancing device, which by 
allowing equal pressure on all rolls or maxi- 
mum pressure on the rear rolls permits one 
machine to do surface finishing or founda- 
tion consolidation. The machine is powered 
by a 26.5 bhp diesel engine, and rolling 
width is 5 ft. 6 in. The two graders on 
view will be the new maintenance grader and 
the Aveling-Austin 99-H motor grader. This 
latter machine, with all-wheel drive, all-wheel 
steer, and full hydraulic control, is powered 
by a 100 bhp six-cylinder diesel engine. The 
13 ft. blade can be completely reversed and 
moved to any banking position including 
the vertical, without the operator having to 
leave his platform. 


the internal walls are load-bearing. 


LONDON BUILDING ACTS 


Suggested Increase in District 
Surveyors’ Fees 


HE London County Council is plan- 
ning substantial increases in the 
fees payable by builders and owners and 
occupiers of buildings in respect of the 
services rendered by district surveyors. 
The necessary legislation is to be pro- 
moted in the next session of Parliament, 
so that the increased fees (if approved) 
are not likely to come into force before 
next summer at the earliest. 


The fees payable at present are pre- 
scribed in Part IX and the First and 
Second Schedules to the London Build- 
ing Acts (Amendment) Act, 1939. The 
LCC Town Planning Committee say that 
it was intended that these fees should 
reimburse the Council for the cost of the 
district surveyors’ service, but that owing 
to the war this intention has not been 
realised; salaries and costs have risen 
while restrictions on building have pre- 
vented fees from rising to the expected 
extent. The estimated cost of the ser- 
vice in 1953-54 was approximately 
£212,000, while fees for the same year 
yielded £126,526. The Committee ex- 
plain that the district surveyors now 
undertake duties other than those under 
the London Building Acts (particularly 
duties in connection with town planning 
which are expected to increase) which 
do not attract fees, but even so the fees 
received have not balanced the cost of 
the duties performed under the London 
Building Acts. 


THE PROPOSALS 


The LCC have not yet published de- 
tails of the proposed increases, though it 
seems that fees in general will be in- 
creased by about 100 per cent., but the 
special fees payable in respect of build- 
ings of steel and reinforced concrete con- 
struction will be eliminated. The fee 
scales will also be simplified. The pro- 
posed legislation will also provide that in 
cases where the checking of structural 
calculations is necessary, one-third of the 
total estimated fee for the district sur- 
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veyor’s services shall be payable in ad- 
vance and shall be retained by the 
Council even if for any reason the con- 
structional work is not carried out. 

It is anticipated that these increases 
would yield additional revenues of about 
40 per cent. The annual total of fees 
would then approximately equal the cost 
of the duties performed by the district 
surveyors under the London Building 
Acts, on the assumption that the amount 
of building work and the proportion of 
one type of work to another, e.g. of new 
buildings to alterations, remains fairly 
constant. 

In order to avoid the need for apply- 
ing to Parliament if it should be desired 
in future to make further alterations in 
the fee scales, the Council intends to seek 
power to make by-laws amending the fee 
scales. The Council already has power 
to make by-laws regulating the amount 
of fees in respect of the services of dis- 
i surveyors under the building by- 
aws. 


RECOVERY OF DANGEROUS 
STRUCTURE EXPENSES 
Considerable difficulty is being experi- 
enced, according to the LCC Town Plan- 
ning Committee, in recovering expenses 
incurred in respect of dangerous or 
neglected structures, and the Council is 
to promote legislation in the next session 
of Parliament to remedy this position. 
The difficulty arises from the fact that 
the Council is frequently unable to prove 
the ownership of any particular danger- 
ous structure and it is not possible there- 
fore to serve personal summonses; and 
where charging orders are obtained they 
are frequently ineffective because of the 
difficulties of enforcing them under the 
powers conferred by the London Build- 
ing Acts (Amendment) Act, 1939. 


It appears to be the Council’s inten- 
tion to overcome the difficulty of prov- 
ing ownership, by taking power to 
recover expenses from the occupier, 
leaving the occupier to deduct any sums 
paid by him from his rent. The pro- 
posed legislation would (i) make provi- 
sion for the recovery of dangerous struc- 
ture expenses (together with interest) 
from the successive owners and occupiers 
of the premises on which the structure 
was situate, and for such expenses and 
interest to be charged on the premises 
until paid; (ii) enable an occupier to 
deduct any sums so paid by him from 
his rent; (iii) provide for the payment of 
any such expenses by instalments; (iv) 
provide for the apportionment of any 
such expenses incurred in respect of a 
boundary wall or similar structure. 

The Council also intends this oppor- 
tunity of amending the 1939 Act fo 
make it clear that, for the purpose of 
executing works by or on behalf ef the 
Council with respect to a dangerous 
structure, entry may be made on the 
land upon which the dangerous struc- 
ture is situate or upon any adjacent or 
adjoining land. 


SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 

The following have been successful in 
passing the 1954 Special (Rating) Diploma 
Examination of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors held in June: Messrs. 
O. P. Connellan, ARICS (London); A. A. 
Lock, BSc, ARICS (Plymouth); F. Wearing, 
ARICS (Birkenhead). 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 


THE CLYDE VALLEY PLAN made to have a Green Belt system, the 


REVIEW of the Clyde Valley 
Report and Plan, 1944-46, was given 
by Mr. Robert Grieve, MTPI, AMICE, 
at the Town and Country Planning 
Summer School, at St. Andrew’s Uni- 
versity, on August 30. Mr. Grieve dealt 
in considerable detail with various aspects 
of the Plan, and concluded by listing the 
following “ final reflections.” He said: 
In writing this paper, I found that it 
insisted on developing into something in 
the nature of “ The History of a Regional 
Plan.” Perhaps that was unavoidable! 
The Regional Report was the first attempt 
to bring together all the relevant facts 
that bore upon the life and work of the 
Clydesider, and its survey material and 
recommendations kept coming in like 
King Charles’ head. But I do not think 
it necessary to apologise for this; after 
all, it must surely be of interest to every 
planner to observe to what extent a plan 
of this sort holds firm against the passing 
years. It is my opinion that the Clyde 
Valley Plan has held firm on its basic 
recommendations and, indeed, the present 
regional course of events tends to confirm 
them. It has taken some hard knocks— 
which look much less serious in perspec- 
tive than they did at the time—but it 
may take some much harder ones in the 
near future. 

When one has lived for a long time 
close to such a many-faceted problem as 
this, one can scarcely make a judgment 
without a host of qualifications jostling to 
annihilate it. And after such a long and 
close examination the fear grows that one 
has become myopic and that when one 
stands back the overall picture is not 
being seen properly. Almost universally- 
held planning tenets become strange in 
appearance and unfamiliar. All this is 
intensified by the attitude of the irreverent 
(no names) who, like the man from 
Missouri, want to see it! You will 
therefore, I hope, forgive me if I use this 
opportunity of refreshing myself by your 
comments on certain concluding points 
that occur to me. 


GREEN BELT 


The first is on the Green Belt. Some 
years ago, during a period of controversy 
about certain awkward intrusions into the 
Green Belt, a colleague said to me “ the 
trouble about the Green Belt is that it’s 
got no second line of defence! ” He was 
correct—not perhaps quite in the sense 
he meant at the time—but correct never- 
theless. But surely it could not have 
been otherwise? In such an area of near- 
irreconcilables with a clear practical 
necessity of keeping as many people as 
possible in the Clyde Basin, any con- 
ceivable Green Belt system was bound 
to be exiguous. It had, before the 
preparation of the Plan, already lost most 
of its defences; it was, by then, already 
minimal in the densest parts of the con- 
urbation. And could the regional 
planners, in the areas where it was 
possible to achieve a more “classic” 
width, have done so when, by their own 
calculations, an already formidable over- 
spill had been cast on the mercy of extra- 
regional territory? 

In my opinion, once the decision was 


pattern (and its dimensions) could hardly 
have been otherwise. This is not to say 
that modifications cannot be made in it; 
they clearly can, but it would be well if 
they were made on first-quality land-use 
(including landscapes) analyses. The 
important point to make is that the 
tightly-strained Green Belt system of the 
Clyde Valley will be seriously threatened 
if the phasing of decentralisation arrange- 
ments gets out of time. 

This was a fundamental assumption of 
the Regional Plan, and its preservation 
depends upon sufficient people being 
sufficiently interested in its value. It may 
mean different things to different people 
but it does not matter if the farmer, the 
naturalist, the rambler (and even the 
aesthete) see it from different angles—so 
much the better. It is to be hoped, how- 
ever, that things so fall out that they see 
the same part at the same time! 


Another perplexing question arises 
from the same basic cause—the relative 
inflexibility of the conurbation Plan. As 
has been pointed out, this takes the form 
of a tight polynucleation in which the pro- 
posed new towns are, in effect, embedded 
at points only very short distances from 
the City and other component urban 
units. The question is—should the build- 
ing of these towns be geared to equiva- 
lent industrial development within them 
on the conventional new town principle? 

In such a heavy-industry region and 
with the knowledge of all the difficulties 
that beset the attraction of new industries, 
would this not seriously slow up popula- 
tion decentralisation with a consequent 
backlash on the Green Belt system and 
central redevelopment? Cross-region 
travel to work is highly developed at the 
moment; do the short distances involved 
in travel almost anywhere through the 
conurbation throw the classic argument 
in favour of “ balanced new towns” out 
of drawing? In short, should emphasis 
be put on the construction of a first-class 
transport system rather than on the 
attraction of new industry from outside 
the Region or of established industry 
from Glasgow? How does one set about 
a balance-sheet of the economic and 
social costs and consequences in such a 
special case? 


THE NEW TOWN 


The self-contained new town was, how- 
ever, another of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Regional Plan. It was tied 
up with the pattern of proposed industrial 
estates of which the proposed new towns 
were part; and, of course, the main 
objects in all this were the attraction of 
new diversifying industries and the re- 
duction of travel to work, The acquisi- 
tion of such industries is admittedly a 
very difficult process, and, even in the 
more optimistic period in which the Plan 
was prepared, it was recognised as such. 
But, leaving aside the industrial estates 
which already show good results, what is 
the situation at the new town of East 
Kilbride? 

It is here that the two elements of de- 
centralisation—industry and people— 
come together in the clearest manner 
meantime, and I believe that the result 


warrants a soberly optimistic view. Ip 


this new town, the original population 
of 2,500 has now 
10,000; the present rate of building js 
about 1,200 houses a year; and almost 
80 per cent. of the incomers are from 


Glasgow and Lanarkshire, almost 60 per 


cent. from Glasgow alone. 


At the moment, East Kilbride has 
secured about one-third of all the new 
industries (in terms of floor space) of all 
the British new towns, and it is calculated 
that industrial location has so far out. 
stripped population growth that it will 
be 1962 before the population balances 
jobs already secured; in other words, jobs 
already secured are thought to be 
sufficient for a population of between 
25,000 and 30,000. Already, about 4,600 
people travel daily to work in East Kil- 
bride from the rest of the Clyde Valley 
and only 800 travel out. Some of the 
industries are new and very important, 
some reflect a tendency to move from the 
adjacent congested areas—in fact, an im- 
portant coal-mining equipment firm 
moved to the area from a congested part 
of Central Glasgow a considerable num- 
ber of years before the new town started, 


RESIDENTIAL DENSITIES 


Finally a word must be said about 
residential densities, because uncertainties 
on all these matters are clearly having 
their effect in this sphere and may be 
producing densities throughout the con- 
urbation that do not reflect the desires of 
the people or, indeed, seem necessary at 
all. Already, due to the Corporation’s 
realisation of an approaching crisis and 
lack of knowledge of its solution, the 
density of their new peripheral housing 
has gone to considerable heights. 


One has the odd picture of a central 
core of very high density, a diminishing 
scale of densities through the rest of the 
City to the immediate pre-war and post- 
war housing near the outskirts and then 
a sudden jump to high density building 
over very large areas on or near the 
boundaries. It is a sobering thought 
that the latest very big housing estates are 
being developed largely in four-storey 
buildings at densities of up to 120 persons 
per acre net. This is the density that not 
only the Regional Plan but the Bruce 
Plan proposed for central city redevelop- 
ment! And there are signs that the same 
sense of urgency is fathering very large- 
scale multi-storey flat proposals for 
central city redevelopment. 


I have moved sketchily over a number 
of matters that give rise to perplexity; 
there are many more. I am, however, 
sure of one thing: it is a most comfort- 
ing thing to see a new advisory commit- 
tee in vigorous action on Clydeside again. 
Regional planning cannot really be done 
by the Central Authority without the 
danger of intruding on local government 
(and there are other good reasons), nor 
can any individual local authority be ex- 
pected to see the whole regional picture. 
The Central Authority may see what it 
conceives ought to be done. The local 
authority may intensely dislike what is 
heing done outside its boundary. But 
the minimum administrative arrangement 
that can be made to study what ought to 
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FINE BUILDINGS... 


Everywhere these days you can see really fine buildings 
—attractively designed and really well built. Such a 
building is illustrated below—Leighswood Avenue 
County Primary School, Aldridge, Staffs. 

For’ Staffordshire County Council Education 
Committee. 


Architect: A.C. H. Stillman, F.R.1I.B.A. 
County Education Architect. 


Contractors: A. & R. Astbury, 
Bridgtown, Cannock, Staffs. 


. and of course, with FINLOCK GUTTERS— 
chosen from the viewpoint of efficiency, attractive 
appearance and economy. Notice how, by using the 
patent rear troughs to form lintels, wide openings can 
be effectively and economically spanned. Modern 
Architects specify FINLOCK—there are so many 
reasons for doing so. 
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DELIVERIES 








Free assistance available on 
any site. 


We take off quantities and 
are completely responsible 
for seeing that correct goods 
arrive on site at stated time. 


Our transport covers the 
British Isles with a 24 hour 
service. 














FINLOCK — 


FINLOCK GUTTERS LIMITED, 





CONCRETE 
GUTTERS 


Head Office: FINLOCK HOUSE, 25, FRANT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT. 
Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 3396-9. 


WE DELIVER TO ALL PARTS OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES AND N.IRELAND. Works at: Crewkerne, 
Somerset; Leeds, Yorks; Edinburgh, Scotland; Cwmbran, S. Wales; Royston, Herts; Tunbridge Wells, Kent; Belfast, 


N. Ireland; Wakefield, Yorks. 
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be done with the minimum of inconveni- 
ence to all is surely a regional planning 
advisory committee. 


PREVENTION OF OBSOLES- 
CENCE IN BUILDINGS 


GUGGESTIONS on how town plan- 

ning control might prevent obsoles- 
cence in buildings were made by Mr. T. 
T. Hewitson, AMTPI, ARIBA, in a 
paper given at the Town and Country 
Planning Summer School at St. Andrew’s 
University on August 31. 


Mr. Hewitson said:—Speaking as a 
technical officer and without any know- 
ledge of the circumstances of any particu- 
lar case that might arise, I should start 
first with the need to keep a survey map 
up to date and at reasonable scale.. It 

should show the current use of buildings, 
with some indication of any past use of 
buildings, the height by number of 
storeys and in closely developed areas 
where the access to the main buildings 
may be. It might be regarded as an 
operations map. 

Next I should stress the need to visit 
the site of all applications if that is at all 
possible. I must confess as an architect- 
planner that I find it impossible to visua- 
lise the exact character of a district or 
street from the “use and condition” 
map. It is always surprising to me to 
find out how much has to be checked 
even if you pass by the site concerned in 
an application every day and think you 
know all about it. 


ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL 
ealing with the question of architec- 


tural control in relation to obsolescence, 


Mr. Hewitson continued :— 


All the facts which require to be con- 
sidered may, in fact, be difficult to apply 
unless the development in an area, where 
the buildings are in danger of becoming 
obsolescent, is being carried out in accor- 
dance with an approved comprehensive 
development plan, phased into appro- 
priate periods. In these cases the form of 
buildings plays its part. 

For example, the erection of a building 
of a size greatly in excess of those already 
in the vicinity of its site, particularly if 
they include buildings of special archi- 
tectural or historical interest, can produce 
an architectural confusion and disbalance 
of uses in a street frontage likely to cause 
the adjoining properties to become out 
of date, old-fashioned. 


The difficulty, from a civic design point 
of view, is even greater, I think, in those 
streets which have retained the greater 
part of their architectural unity, either 
in composition or traditional style of 
building. I am, myself, rather more a 
traditionalist in taste than a convert to 
what I have seen described as the archi- 
tecture of the glossy magazines. How- 
ever, as a town planning official I strive 
to be as catholic in taste as I can be. 


I have already referred to the opinion 
of the Victorians on the New Town 
architecture which shows that taste can 
vary from person to person and from age 
to age. The outmoded style becomes un- 
fashionable and so, until it acquires the 
attraction of the “antique,” becomes 
more and more obsolescent in value. 


This means that we, as town planners, 
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are faced with the task of producing a 
code which allows for the freedom of 
choice demanded by fashion but respects 
and preserves the best of what exists, 
and yet is able to produce a co-ordinated 
whole. How is this to be done? It cer- 
tainly calls for an exceptional degree of 
good taste and, I suggest, diplomacy. 


My code is perhaps over simple and 
would require considerable improvement 
to meet every possible situation. It is: — 
1. What is to be the final sheer height of 
the street? 2. The height of the attic 
floors—if any? 3. The materials and/or 
colour of the materials to be used? 4. 
Does the new building show any appre- 
ciation of the main features of the adjoin- 
ing buildings? The window heights? The 
design of the ground floor uses? 5, Can 
the access be improved? 


I agree that on standards of lighting, 
scale of windows, floor heights, materials 
and architectural style of the original 
buildings on a site may be totally unsuit- 
able for the contemporary requirements 
of the buildings to be built. Neverthe- 
less, I do think there is a danger that a 
surrender of the architectural principles 
underlying the adjacent architectural de- 
sign may lead to the architectural obso- 
lescence of the original unity and with it 
the obsolescence of the original and de- 
sirable use of the buildings—through the 
precedent created. 


Outside town planning circles the 
danger of this happening has resulted in 
the formation of preservation societies 
or groups whose purpose is to protect the 
amenities and appearance of well-known 
streets or squares. I, personally, welcome 
any* expression of public opinion which 
assists in giving some idea to the local 
planning authority of what is likely to be 
the reaction of public opinion to any con- 
troversial matter and in particular to 
aesthetic problems. 


OLD RELICS 


Other streets or districts of architec- 
tural or historical interest, not yet with 
a preservation society, may through the 
course of centuries have become sadly ob- 
solescent in comparison with their origi- 
nal glories and now on account of their 
age have become “of the nature of a 
relic.” 


But even here, through the whirligig of 
time, public interest may be returning 
to the district and may demand that 
the buildings should be returned to pub- 
lic use. In such districts, obsolescence, 
in a town planning sense, is likely to 
agree with the standards of the city 
engineers and/or medical officer of 
health and in addition many large, 
nationally important commercial or in- 
dustrial concerns may have established 
themselves in positions where their re- 

moval is from a use point of view desir- 
able but from a practical and economic 
point of view impossible. 

Such a position exists in the Royal 
Mile, Edinburgh, which extends from the 
Castle in the west, past St. Giles, down 
the Canongate to the Palace of Holy- 
roodhouse. Here, obsolescence in the 
houses, both from a town planning point 
of view, ie., daylighting, density of per- 
sons, provision of amenities, improve- 
ment in the appearance of buildings, and 
from the public health point of view, is 
being removed. and the original archi- 
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tectural distinction and interest restored. 
But little can be done beyond agreement 
about the use of the land immediately 
behind the houses in Holyrood-road. 


Fortunately, sufficient of the original 
buildings in the Canongate frontages re- 
main to make it possible to restore or re- 
place in character what has been de- 
stroyed. The work may, perhaps, be 
regarded as largely antiquarian but it is 
to me difficult to see how a building of 
completely 1954 style could do anything 
but appear out of place. This is fortun- 
ately a matter of opinion and incapable 
of being answered with a town planning 
** must.” 


LOSS OF CHARACTER 


I have mentioned previously the prob- 
lems which arise in streets or squares 
formed by buildings of architectural in- 
terest. These may through changes in 
modes of life, as well as trends in de- 
velopment, become unsuitable in their 
original form for their original use. This 
seems to me to be a kind of qualified 
obsolescence. I refer to such squares of 
houses Or mansions as exist in Edin- 
burgh’s New Town; Bath; Regent’s 
Park, London; Brighton. The destruc- 
tion of properties in such squares and 
their replacement by buildings more suit- 
able for the present-day use of the site 
would undoubtedly be an architectural 
disaster and could only lead to the 
original purpose and character of the 
area being finally lost. 


For me this is one of the most difficult 
features in the consideration of ways in 
which obsolescence in buildings might 
be prevented. 


Again, and in cities such as Edin- 
burgh, as I have said previously, there 
are districts where large, well-constructed 
houses but with no outstanding archi- 
tectural quality have been built in large 
gardens at the end of the last century. It 
is not easy for anyone to imagine the cir- 
cumstances in which all of these houses 
could continue to be occupied by one 
family. But the districts, on account of 
their layout, pleasant gardens and quiet 
character, do represent something which 
it would be regrettable to lose. In many 
cases public or voluntary bodies have 
bought the houses to use as institutes or 
private or special schools. While these 
uses may not always be welcomed by 
the neighbours they do help to preserve 
the gardens which play so important a 
part in creating the character of the dis- 
trict. If the houses are subdivided it may 
be and is usually possible to save the 
gardens. But a problem at once arises 
when the gardens are large enough to 
permit new houses or blocks of flats to 
be built in them. Then there is almost 
at once local concern at the possible loss 
of property values which might be 
caused by the much more built-up 
character of the district—the smaller 
houses that might be built, their smaller 
value, etc. All such cases are certainly 
dependent on individual circumstances. 
But it is easy to imagine the opposition 
that arises when an advisory plan sug- 
gests that a central area housing prob- 
lem might be solved by redeveloping at 
a high density an area NOW occupied by 
“ desirable residences.” In the eyes of 
the owners any such planning would 
most certainly not be regarded as plan- 
ning to prevent obsolescence, and in my 
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own opinion could only be justified in 
extreme cases. 


To a great degree localities and their 
obsolescence are much more affected by 
the effect of local small developments 
than by the far less likely major develop- 
ment, although if the latter does occur it 
may negative all that has happened be- 
fore in a way that one small develop- 
ment could not possibly do. 


By local small developments I mean 
the smaller changes such as a new shop 
front, illuminated advertisements, etc. 


Planning control over the details of 
such development is, I think, essential if 
a deterioration in the character of a pri- 
mary use is to be avoided. I am sure 
that all those living in such an area as 
Chelsea, London, must examine with in- 
terest what happens to the look of the 
shops in King’s-road and what kind of 
local garage front appears round the 
corner. If it’s too awful they must re- 
gret it and feel that the advantages of 
their neighbourhood have been that much 
lowered and its obsolescence for them 
moved a bit nearer. 


LIVING IN TOWN AND 
SUBURB 


SOME of the housing conditions that 

improve neighbourliness and thus 
diminish isolation and loneliness were 
discussed by Dr. T. M. Linc, MRCP, in 
a paper entitled “ Living in Town and 
Suburb” which was given at the Town 
and Country Planning Summer School at 
St. Andrews University on September 1. 
The following extracts are taken from 
Dr. Ling’s remarks— 


_Two main emphases may be dis- 
tinguished in the planning of urban 
residential areas: planning for families 
considered in isolation and planning for 
families considered in their relationship 
to one another. As Leo Kuper has 
pointed out, the first concept, that of the 
service unit, is based on the planner’s 
estimate of the needs of the individual 
families to be housed and his specifica- 
tion of desirable standards for satisfying 
these needs. He is assisted in developing 
his blueprint by the results of careful 
research into the habits of residents and 
studies of the catchment areas of com- 
munal facilities. 


Controversial problems arise from 
the combination of the service and com- 
munity ideas in the urban neighbour- 
hood concept and the assumptions, both 
as to ends and means, on which it rests. 
The main assumption as to ends is the 
desirability of community living of which 
I am, understandably, a qualified sup- 
porter. 


The size of the urban neighbourhood 
unit is a matter on which you are all 
much better informed than I am, but I 
would remind you of Lewis Mumford’s 
appeal for the human scale. Mumford 
speaks repeatedly of “small groups, 
small classes: small communities: 
institutions framed to the human scale.” 


The decision as to the size of the urban 
neighbourhood unit which is to promote 
the development of communities is 
clearly arbitrary. Inevitably there is 


some cleavage between the large unit 
which can provide the specialised services 
and the much smaller unit which is 
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ideal for the development of a com- 
munity spirit. 

Transferring experience from human 
relations in industry to human relations 
in housing, one of the major needs in our 
attempts to increase neighbourliness is 
to increase direct participation in plan- 
ning by the future occupiers. 


This type of planning is particularly 
effective where the full range of ameni- 
ties is waiting to be brought into the 
scheme. In such circumstances, the con- 
structive criticism of the participants 
will suggest to you a variety of possible 
solutions. In this way it will be possible 
to shift the emphasis from the physical 
determinism of the expert bureaucratic 
plan to the activities of the residents 
themselves. 


COMMUNITY LAUNDRIES 


Of course, the town planner relies on 
the siting of a range of facilities, quite 
apart from housing, to promote neigh- 
bourliness. In the theory of urban 
neighbourhood planning, emphasis — is 
often placed on employment near the 
neighbourhood, and the sharing of such 
facilities as churches, shops, cinemas, 
pubs, schools and, more especially, 
community centres. To these I should 
like to add community laundries, which 
operate very successfully in some areas 
in this country. The fact that people do 
practical things together is a great con- 
tribution to good human relations. 


There are some practical points in 
town planning on which I should like to 
comment. First of all, roads: now, roads 
provide access for vehicles but at the 
same time separate people from each 
other. They present a psychological 
barrier between houses on the two sides 
and the wider the road, the greater the 
barrier. So please give us narrow, 
friendly roads, especially where culs-de- 
sac are concerned. 


Not only should roads be reasonably 
narrow if they are not carrying heavy 
traffic, but they should have pleasant 
curves. Harsh angular turns still seem 
to be found on housing estates more fre- 
quently than is necessary. 


There is a strong emotional satisfac- 
tion in curves that has been recognised 
aesthetically from early times but which 
became forgotten in Victorian days and 
after. Our eighteenth-century ancestors 
recognised this fact very well and the 
beautiful crescents and circuses of Bath 
and other Georgian towns are to-day part 
of our national heritage. 


Although the present social purpose 
in building is very different, the same 
necessity to satisfy aesthetic needs re- 
mains. Prominent architects and town 
planners, such as Mr. Gibberd, have 
emphasised the importance of providing 
beauty in proportions and I am equally 
convinced of this importance from the 
viewpoint of mental health. 


Beauty in surroundings will give 
people a sense of harmony that so many 
lack at present. Mental health is more 
likely to be found where there is full 
satisfaction of aesthetic objectives. It is 
not necessary for people to escape to 
the country to achieve beauty in their 
surroundings. You can and_ should 
provide it for them in their com- 
munities and in the proportions of 
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the new terrace of houses as it follows 
the line of the descending hill. 

To a dilettante in modern architecture 
like myself, there seem great differences 
in quality of layout and design between 
housing estates in different parts of the 
country and this difference will inevit- 
ably be reflected in the behaviour of the 
people passing their days in our housing 
areas. 

I should particularly emphasise to you 
the value of avoiding long rows of semi- 
detached houses and of stressing the 
close-knit cloister or court, with houses 
looking towards each other in a friendly 
spirit. Corners of the court should not 
be left open, as this gives a discontinuous 
effect, but can be occupied with two- 
roomed flats for old people. 


SHOPPING AREAS 


The same general principles can and 
should be applied to new shopping areas. 
Here again the semi-closed area with 
delivery services in the rear and the cen- 
tral courtyard available only for pedes- 
trians seems to provide a satisfactory 
setting for shopping, which should be an 
important method of bringing neighbours 
into friendly contact with one another. 

Although comparisons are invidious, | 
would refer you to the excellent shopping 
areas provided at Harlow New Town, 
where this important neighbourliness is 
well displayed, although personally I was 
sorry to see the pedestrian precinct in- 
vaded by a road at one point. Human 
beings are more important than delivery 
vans, which should always be at the rear. 

Harlow also shows the efficiency of the 
open front garden, which incidentally was 
a usual feature of our villages in the 
eighteenth century and which so often re- 
main open to this day. The absence of 
walls and hedges provide excellent facili- 
ties for the children to meet and play 
informally, unhampered by man-made 
barriers. Let the back garden be private 
and individualistic, but please support the 
open front garden. 

I realise full well that the question of 
safety has to be considered. Some will 
argue that the enclosed front garden pro- 
vides a safe playground for the toddler, 
who is really much safer still in the back- 
yard for that short period in his life. 

As you know, American and Canadian 
houses always have the open front gar- 
den and I am convinced that it is an im- 
portant contribution to the neighbourli- 
ness that is so important from my point 
of view of mental health. Children have 
to learn to make easy unself-conscious 
contacts with each other in early years 
and you have it in your gift to provide 
the facilities. 

Of course, the actual layout of houses 
is a matter for skilled architecture and 
not one on which I should feel competent 
to speak, except to emphasise its impor- 
tance in the overall mental health and 
community spirit of the people. Human 
beings are like chameleons and they will 
react according to their surroundings. 
Give them beauty and in time most 
people will raise their own level of be- 
havourial response. 

It seems to me that current housing 
needs present just as great a challenge to 
good architecture as in the days of the 
individual discriminating patron in the 
eighteenth century. 
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They are contemporary. They are dignified. 
They fit equally well into a fashionable shop front or a 


sober Office lobby. Wherever you go you see ‘‘ARMOURPLATB’”’ 


Glass Doors demonstrating the fact that though a door is always a door, 


it need never be a visual barrier. The fittings supplied with the door are made of 


the highest quality materials. Handles can be varied to suit individual requirements. 


PILKINGTON 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE USE OF GLASS IN BUILDING, CONSULT THE TECHNICAL SALES AND SERVICE DEPARTMENT, 
ST. HELENS, LANCS. (TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 4001), OR SELWYN HOUSE, CLEVELAND ROW, ST. JAMES’S. LONDON, S.W.1. (TELEPHONE: 
WHITEHALL 5672-6). SUPPLIES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE USUAL TRADE CHANNELS. “ ARMOURPLATE” is a registered trade 


snark of Pilkington Brothers Limited. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Housing or Farm Land? 


Tue Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has rejected the appeal of 
Mr. J. B. W. Barraclough, of Brighton, on 
behalf of his brother and himself against 
Bradford Coporation’s refusal to allow build- 
ings on 14 acres of land owned by the appel- 
Jants at Whitehall-road, and Lower Wyke- 
lane, Bradford (Yorks). At the Ministry 
inquiry held in May, Mr. Barraclough said 
the land was not really farming land and he 
and his brother desired to sell it for house 
building. For the Corporation it was stated 
that it was desirable that the land should be 
left as an open space, and residents described 
Lower Wyke village as “a perfect gem” and 
unique because it had neither public-house 
nor shop. 


Minister Allows Light Industrial 
Factory on Esher Site 


(PHE refusal of the Esher UDC acting on 

behalf of the Surrey County Council, 
to allow Messrs. James Burn and Co. to 
erect a bookbinding factory on a site of 
about 1} acres of land off Farm-road, Esher, 
has been overruled by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on appeal. 
Permission was refused on the ground that 
the land was allocated to the Green Belt in 
the Development Plan, that the proposed 
building would be detrimental to amenity 
because of its nearness to houses, and that 
other land was available adjacent to the 
appellants’ existing works. 

The appeal site is on the edge of a pocket 
of mixed residential and industrial develop- 
ment at the western end of a narrow strip 
of housing protruding westwards into the 
Green Belt from the main built up area of 
Western Green and the Dittons. There is 
open country east and north of the site, but 
immediately to the west is the appellants’ 
warehouse near the corner of Farm-road 
and Douglas-road, both residential streets. 
The appeal site is now used for allotments 
and storage and there are a number of sheds 
of various kinds on it. 

It was stated for the appellants that their 
main bookbinding factory was inadequate 
and that a 24-hour day was now being 
worked there. The riverside sites suggested 
by the Council were unsuitable for new 
building because of erosion. They had used 
the warehouse on one half of the field in 
Farm-road for 40 years without giving rise 
to complaints and there would be no notice- 
able noise from the process to be carried 
on in the proposed new building. 

The Council agreed that no complaints had 
been received about the use of the ware- 
house, but expressed concern lest permission 
for the proposed development should open 
the way for the use of the proposed building 
for an industry more objectionable than 
bookbinding. 

In giving his decision, the Minister states 
that in his opinion this small site is quite 
different in character from the adjoining 
farmland and its development in the manner 
proposed by the appellants would entail no 
serious loss to the Green Belt. He thinks 
that a single-storey factory used for light 
industrial purposes only would be unlikely 
to cause any injury to amenity despite its 
nearness to houses. He has considered the 
alternative sites suggested, but he does not 
think that their situation offers any improve- 
ment on the appeal site commensurate with 
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the cost of overcoming their physical disadvan- 
tages. He has accordingly decided to allow 
the appeal and to permit the erection of a 
single-storey factory on the appeal site sub- 
ject to the following conditions:— 

(1) the siting and elevations of the pro- 
posed building shall be as may be agreed 
between the appellants and the local plan- 
ning authority or, failing agreement, as shall 
be determined by the Minister; and 

(2) the use of the building shall be 
limited. to light industrial purposes within 
the meaning of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning (Use Classes) Order, 1950. 


Proposed Residential Development on 
Oxshott Site: Minister Allows Appeal 


TIYHE Minister of Housing and Loca! 
Government has allowed the appeal of 
Messrs. E. and L. Berg against the refusal 
of the Esher UDC, acting on behalf of the 
Surrey County Council, to permit the 
residential development of about 12} acres 
of land at Leatherhead-road, Oxshott, as an 
estate of 54 houses. Permission was refused 
because the land was programmed for 
development in the period 6-20 years after 
approval of the Development Plan. 

The appeal site, comprising an old house 
in 14 acres of land and a large grass field 
behind, fronts on to the Leatherhead-road 
(A 244) on the SE outskirts of Oxshott. 

For the Council it was argued that the land 
should not be developed until after the pro- 
vision of more community services such as 
the shops and school programmed for build- 
ing within five years of the approval of the 
Development Plan. This view was supported 
by local residents on whose behalf an objec- 
tion had also been made to the Development 
Plan on the ground that too much land at 
Oxshott had been allocated for future 
housing. 

In the course of his decision, the Minister 
states that he agrees with the Council that 
this land is suitable for residential develop- 
ment and thinks that a well laid-out estate 
at the density proposed would be unobjec- 
tionable, provided that care is taken to avoid 
any separate access to the main road from 
individual houses and to obtain the best lay- 
out of the junction of the estate road with 
the main road. He notes that the agricul- 
tural objection to immediate building, one of 
the main reasons for keeping the land open 
for as long as possible, has been withdrawn, 
and he does not think that the other reasons 
for deferring development are sufficiently 
strong in this case to justify refusal of per- 
mission. He is also satisfied that this particu- 
lar development, which in his opinion will 
round off an existing residential area, can 
be carried out without prejudicing his con- 
sideration of the general question of the 
expansion in Oxshott in connection with the 
Development Plan. He has accordingly 
decided to allow the appeal and permit the 
proposed development, subject to the con- 
dition that the siting and elevations of the 
houses and the layout of the estate shall be 
as may be agreed between the appellants 
and the local planning authority or, failing 
agreement, as shall be determined by the 
Minister. 


NEW HOMES FROM OLD 


The 200,000th visitor to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government’s demon- 
stration of how new homes can be made 
from old houses, open at Holles-street, 
Oxford-street, London, W1, passed through 
the houses on August 26. The demonstra- 
tion is to be extended until September 16. 
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TUBULAR STEEL 
BUILDINGS 


The “ Unimer” System 


HE Unimer organisation has evolved 2 
building scheme for the marketing of 
Unimer tubular steel buildings. The scheme 
involves strategically-located distributors, 
who keep in stock at all times a complete 
range of tubular steel components and build- 
ing materials. The distributors are able to 
have components always in stock because 
of a “ flow line system ” that the organisa- 
tion has developed. 


The system, they claim, is that the distribu- 
tors place orders for components with the 
central office of United Merchants, Ltd, in 
London, thus combining the advantages of 
bulk buying and private enterprise. This 
central office then places a composite order 


* 





with Tubewrights, Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Stewarts and Lloyds, who manufacture the 
tubular steel components. This system of 
ordering takes place well in advance in 
order to ensure that stocks are immediately 
available through each of the Unimer build- 
ing distributors. The Unimer organisation 
and Tubewrights have an agreement where- 
by Tubewrights pass all inquiries for com- 
ponents within the range of 18 ft. to 40 ft. 
on to the Unimer organisation which ex- 
clusively markets this range of components 
through its distributors. This system enables 
the distributors to offer off the shelf to the 
potential customer one of the most com- 
petitively priced buildings in the building 
industry. 


The steel components of the Unimer build- 
ing are quickly and easily erected, and only 
a small labour force, three to four men, 
is required. The building has been designed 
so that, depending on the purpose, wall in- 
filling can be of asbestos sheeting, either 
to ground or dwarf-wall level brickwork or 
concrete blocks; these two types of wall in- 
corporating the steel columns as piers. Roof 
lighting by means of patent glazing, dead- 
lights or Perspex sheets can be incorporated 
with the asbestos-clad roof, together with 
side lighting by various methods. 


These buildings are suited, we learn, for a 
great variety of industrial purposes and have 
been used for garages, show rooms, office 
buildings, warehouses, airport buildings and 
small hangars. This type of structure is well 
suited to the modern techniques of prefabri- 
cation. A steel component building, similar 
to one recently demonstrated, of 2,000 sq. ft. 
and of a cube of 31,000 cu. ft., can (we are 
informed) be delivered to the site and erected 
for £350, equivalent to 3s. 6d. per sq. ft., or, 
completely clad and industrially suitable as a 
small factory, £1,100, erected, sheeted and 
glazed, an equivalent of 11s. per sq. ft. 


¢ 
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THE INDUSTRIAL 
ENGINEER 


“ Architect of Productivity” 


“‘ INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING ” is the subject 
of the last of the reports of the series of 
British Productivity Teams that have visited 
America. It is illustrated with drawings by 
Nicolas Bentley. 

The method of team investigation by 
management, technicians and shop-floor per- 
sonnel, sponsored by employers and trade 
unions, which was originated by the Anglo- 
American Council on Productivity, gave 
them a particular authority, and has sub- 
sequently been adopted by many other 
countries. The Industrial Engineering Team, 
which visited the US in 1953, was given 
the most comprehensive brief of all: “To 
investigate the dynamic and aggressive 
American approach to improvement of 
methods of manufacture and to continuous 
reduction of operating costs.” It has not 
always been clear why managerial tech- 
niques, already well known in Britain, are 
applied so effectively in the US. The team 
tried to find out what was the source of 
the American drive to cut out waste. 


THREE FACTORS 


Its members had a broad range of know- 
ledge, being nominated by the DSIR, the 
Engineering and Allied Employers’ Federa- 
tion, the TUC, the British Institute of 
Management, the Institute of Cost and 
Works Accountants, the Institution of Pro- 
duction Engineers and the Ministry of 
Education. Their report was unanimous. 
The team found three factors of overriding 
importance: 

(1) The sharp and urgent competitive- 
ness of the US economy. 

(2) The ever-present cost-consciousness 
among all ranks in industry and com- 
merce, and the rapid miarshalling of cost 
figures. 

(3) The concerted application of modern 
managerial techniques by the industrial 
engineer. 

The report discusses them in relation to 
financial budgeting and control, design, 
planning and control of production, utilisa- 
tion of research, plant layout, materials 
handling, time study, motion study, tool 
design, incentives, job evaluation and indus- 
trial relations; it also considers appropriate 
training for the industrial engineer. 

Interest will focus on the new concept 
of the industrial engineer. They dub him 
“architect of productivity.” ‘His job is 
to bring together the scientists, technologists 
and others to promote productive efficiency.” 
His purpose is to bring clarity and purpose 
to the diverse techniques that can contribute 


to productive efficiency. The team is con- 


vinced that the more intensive and universal 
use of modern managerial techniques in the 
US is largely attributable to the acceptance 
and steadily increasing employment of indus- 
trial engineers. 


FIREPLACE SURROUNDS 


A new range of surround designs have 
been placed on the market by George 
Woolliscroft and Son, Ltd., 68, Victoria- 
street, SW1, and include surrounds for both 
electric and fuel-burning fires. The ‘“ Enner- 





dale” design is an addition to the “ Lake- 

land” glazed rustic series. 
* Team Report on Industrial Engineering. British 
Price 


Productivity Council, 21, Tothill-street, SW1. 
Ss. 6d. 


THE BUILDER 


September 3 1954 





Sketch 


of a bungalow erected at 


Glasgow. 


A “ BELLROCK” BUNGALOW 


IHIS bungalow, which has been erected 

at Glasgow by John Lawrence (Glas- 
gow), Ltd., is constructed of “ Bellrock ” 
building panels. The panel consists of two 
reinforced plaster faces bonded to a con- 
tinuous reinforced plaster “ honeycomb” 
core which is cast back at the sides of each 
panel to provide pouring grooves for solid 
joints. 

A “ Bellrock ” structure can be erected on 
ordinary building foundations with the 
normal dampcourse. The comparative light- 
ness of the structure enables smaller foot- 
ings to be used. 


BONDING PANELS TOGETHER 

The panels are erected by a method of 
solid jointing in which no nails or screws 
are used. The joints of each panel knit the 
whole structure together by a monolithic 
grid of solid columns and beams which can 
be made loadbearing to any required extent. 
When the panels are erected a temporary 
room-height clamp is fixed, automatically 
sealing the joints in which liquid plaster is 
poured to form, in a few minutes, a solid 
vertical keyed column which bonds the 
panels together. 


Ordinarily, the panels have a smooth 
surface finish, but decorative effects can be 
moulded on both faces of the panel so that 
tiles, friezes, picture-rails, skirting boards, 
etc., form an integral part of the structure. 

Being a dry method of building, the work 
of the various trades can proceed without 
delay. The panels are non-alkaline and any 
type of paint or distemper can be used. 
Electric wiring and piping can be run 
through the centre of the panel or incorpora- 
ted during manufacture. Brackets and sani- 
tary fittings can be fixed to the walls and 
wardrobes and cupboards can be built with 
the panel. Constructional details of the 
system are reproduced on page 389. 


The panels can be sawn into any sized 
section with an ordinary hand saw and they 
can be planed or drilled. 

The “ Bellrock ” system can be used in 
the erection of almost any type of building, 
and provides good insulation properties. A 
5-in. thick (foam filled) single-lift panel can 
be supplied which has a thermal insulation 
value of “U” 15—claimed to be approxi- 
mately equivalent to 11-in. brick cavity walls 
or 3 ft. to 4 ft. of solid brickwork. 
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AFTER SEARCHING E 





Model R Courtier Stoves have won universai approval 
and the three sizes now available provide the right 
heating capacity for almost every home. 
The 5M Courtier is the famous stove with the 
disappearing doors—tucked out of sight behind the 
hinged ‘side panels when it is burning as an open fire. 
The 5M Courtier has proved a 
winner since it was first placed 
on the market. 
Hire Purchase Terms Available. 


THE MODERN 


$T OV E § METHOD OF HEATING . 


MITCHELL RUSSELL & CO. LTD. ° BONNYBRIDGE - SCOTLAND 
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For sectional timber buildings consult Hall’s. 
Hall’s standard 6 ft. unit can be assembled to any 
length in spans of 10 ft., 12 ft., 15 ft., 18 ft., 24 ft. 
and 30 ft. Built throughout of selected, fully 
seasoned timber (Hall’s have their own timber 
drying kilns) they are widely used as Classrooms, 
Village Halls, Community Centres, Recreation 
Rooms, Canteens, Factory extensions, etc. Fully 
detailed plans supplied against your specification. 
Illustrated catalogue free on request. 


(cENTRE) Nurses’ Recreation Room, 30’ span x approx. 100’, 
for Paddington Hospital, London. Illustration shows how 
porches or lean-to extensions can be easily arranged. (Photo : 
courtesy Paddington Hospital Management Committee.) 


(INSETS) These show Hall’s prefabricated partitions and standard 
lining. to walls and underside of roof. (Photos : courtesy No. 


10 Group B. Wakefield Hospital Management Committee.) PADDOCK WOOD 





x-axis 


ROBERT H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD., 7288 PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT 
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CLAY MODULAR 
COMPONENTS 


Practical Difficulties in the Manufacture 
of Brick in “ Large Lumps” 
By G. Cutmore-Drummond 


T is gratifying to observe a measure 
of progress in the field of modular 
co-ordination in this country, but one 
feels at times that emphasis is being laid 
on the need for modular components 
which, to put it mildly, are very much a 
thing of the future, if indeed, we shall 
ever see them, As I understand it a 
“modular component” is one “ whose 
external dimensions have been deter- 
mined in relation to a modular system 
(after making due allowance for the joint 
or joining member): hence the external 
dimensions of the component itself need 
not be multiples of the module.” 

This definition applies to all articles 
but, for the moment, I should like to ex- 
amine it from a brickmaker’s point of 
view. It has recently been stated that the 
strongest body of opinion in the Modular 
Society holds the view that brickwork in 
its existing form is dimensionally fluid, 
so that a modular brick near to the pre- 
sent size of brick is comparatively un- 
important and_ brickmakers_ should 
accordingly take advantage of the dimen- 
sional predictability offered by modular 
co-ordination to manufacture a wide 
range of much larger components. 

I find myself entirely in agreement 
with the first part of this statement, but 
I am unable to agree with the second. 
It has been suggested that larger clay 
components have previously always 
failed to find a market because of the 
lack of dimensional co-ordination with 
the other building trades, but this, in 
my submission, is only partly correct. 


“COSTS WOULD RISE” 

Nevertheless, I cannot subscribe to the 
view that brick manufacturers could 
easily produce a wide range of larger 
components and, indeed, there is a good 
deal of truth in the statement that the 
manufacturer of any other size or shape 
by the brickmaker is prohibitive owing 
to the costs involved in altering plant, 
and so on. Changeover in size affects 
practically every operation of manu- 
facture, and initially costs would rise, 
and might take a long time to return to 
normal. 

I have heard doubts expressed to the 
effect that the present size of brick is the 
only one a bricklayer could conveniently 
handle with speed, but who could 
seriously deny this? Even in America, 
where a modular brick is already estab- 
lished, the definition of bricks is “ wall 
units consisting of any hard and durable 
inorganic substance: are suitable for 
building and bonding; are of such a 
shape and weight that they can be mani- 
pulated by one hand” (the italics are 
mine), There are not a great number of 
machines on the market to-day capable 
of doing the “ bricky’s ” job. 


WEIGHT REDUCTION 


In the matter of weight reduction, 
there are possibilities through the 


medium of perforation and light-weight 
products, but this field is by no means 
established. Even if the price angle can 
be mastered and the method of laying or 
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fixing successfully solved, aesthetic con- 
siderations remain. Let us have new 
methods and new materials in full or 
partial modular range, but the suggestion 
of brick in “ large lumps ” appears to be 
far from a reality at the moment. It 
took the Brick Tax introduced in the 
reign of George III to provide bricks as 
large as possible in order to minimise the 
tax; 10 in. by 5 in. by 3 in. was at that 
time the largest permissible size for a 
single brick. Fortunately, we are rid of 
such impositions to-day, but tastes are 
very varied, and consequently there must 
be many who would still favour small 
units for aesthetic realms. Similarly, 
many would welcome larger units. 


THE INDUSTRY’S SUPPORT 


There are many in the clay industry 
who support the modular system in prin- 
ciple and by practical subscription. If 
their efforts to provide large modular 
components takes some considerable time, 
this will not be just because of indiffer- 
ence and apathy on the part of brick- 
makers. 

In a letter to The Builder of July 2, 


- Mr. Mark Hartland Thomas, Secretary 


of the Modular Society, wrote: “ We now 
have the opportunity of applying the 
module to brickwork in a manner that 
will bring it out well ahead again of 
competitive materials for building.” I 
cannot help asking ‘“ When has it lagged 
in this respect?” 

Large units must be capable of doing 
the work of the present smaller ones in 
similar (preferably better) fashion in 
every respect. That is a very tall order, 
but no doubt efforts will be made to- 
wards that end. It will be an involved 
process and will, in my opinion, take a 
long time, but if it really succeeds a 
tremendous step forward will have been 
achieved. 


YORK GUILD OF BUILDING 


A New Body Being Formed 


A GUILD OF BUILDING is being 

formed in the City of York. The 
Guild is intended to bring together all 
those concerned in the building industry 
in York. There have been guilds dating 
back into the centuries which dealt with 
particular crafts, such as the mason’s and 
carpenter’s guilds, but the revival of one 
of these old guilds was not considered an 
appropriate method of bringing together 
the many craftsmen who, working as a 
team, bring into being new buildings 
under modern conditions. 

The full title of the new Guild is the 
York Guild of Building and it has as its 
objects the advancement of design, 
management, science, and craft in build- 
ing and the encouragement of a better 
understanding of the problems and 
achievements of those engaged in 
building. 

These objects will be furthered by a 
suitable annual programme of lectures, 
visits, debates and social functions, com- 
petitions, the issue of publications and 
any other activities which may from time 
to time be considered to be desirable. 

The decision to form the Guild was 
taken at a meeting held on February 4 
last, which was attended by York mem- 
bers of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the York Building Trades 
Employers’ Association, the National 
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Federation of Building Trades Opera- 
tives, and the York members of the 
quantity surveying profession. 

Few similar Guilds exist at present, 
Hull and Doncaster being the only others 
in north-east England. 


THE COMMITTEE 


A committee was formed consisting of 
Messrs. E. Firth and C. Rowntree, repre- 
senting the architects; P. M. Shepherd 
and A. E. Sorrell, representing the em- 
ployers; G. Westerman and J. Wilson, 
representing the operatives; and D. B. 
Holman and L. Whiteman, representing 
the quantity surveyors. Mr. G. Dickin- 
son, the Head of the Building Depart- 
ment at the Technical College was also 
made a member of the committee, and et 
the first meeting of the committee, Mr. 
David Leckenby was invited to become 
honorary secretary. The other officers 
who have been appointed are: President, 
Mr. P. M. Shepherd; vice-president, Mr. 
C. Rowntree; honorary treasurer, Mr. 
D. B. Holman. 

Many meetings have been held and the 

groundwork which has been completed 
includes a full constitution and a pro- 
gramme for the coming winter. 
_ The inaugural meeting, which will be 
limited to Guild members and _ official 
guests, will be held at St. William’s 
College on October 27 at 7.30 p.m. Many 
well-known local persons will be present, 
including members of others Guilds in 
the City. The principal speaker will be 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish. 

The winter programme, which has 
been arranged, includes a film show of 
British and foreign films connected with 
building, a talk on building in the USA, a 
dance at the Assembly Rooms which, it 
is hoped, will become an annual function, 
and a “ Brains Trust ” to which the pub- 
lic will be invited. A number of visits to 
works and places of interest will be 
arranged during the summer and on other 
suitable occasions. 

Membership is open to all of 17 years 
and over who are directly connected with 
the design, management, science or craft 
of building and are resident, or normally 
employed in York and district. All who 
are members at the date of the inaugural 
meeting will be regarded as founder 
members. 

The subscriptions are: 7s. 6d. for 
members aged 21 and over, 5s. for those 
aged 18 to 20 inclusive, and no fee for 
those aged 17. Members may become 
Life Members for the sum of £7 7s., 
which will relieve them of any liability 
for future subscription. 

Applications for membership are now 
being invited from those eligible and 
application forms and further details 
may be obtained from the Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. David Leckenby, 
Dip.Arch., ARIBA, 13, Lendal, York, or 
any member of the Guild council. 


HEATING AND VENTILATING 


The eighth edition of the Year Book of 


the heating and ventilating industry has just 
been issued by Technitrade Journals, Ltd.. 
8, Southampton-row, SWI. It contains 
technical, contractual and other trade infor- 
mation for the benefit of architects, consult- 
ing engineers, surveyors and others interested 
in matters relating to heating and ventilat- 


ing. 
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THE BUILDER 


“SELLING SAFETY TO THE SITE STAFF” 
A London Builders’ Accident Prevention Group Talk 


“VVHEN every man makes up his mind 

to stop accidents, they will stop— 
not before,” said Mr. F. H. GreGorY, presi- 
dent, London Association of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works, when he 
addressed the fifteenth general meeting of 
the London Building and Engineering Con- 
tractors’ Accident Prevention Group recently 
on “Selling Safety to the Site Staff.” He 
continued : 


Before we can sell anything we must know 
something about its construction, what it is 
made of; in the case of safety—how acci- 
denis are caused. The important thing to 
remé smber is that accidents don’t just 

“happen”; they are caused by some act or 
condition. Usually an accident results from 
a combination of circumstances and is diffi- 
cult to trace to any one thing. The National 
Safety Council of America analyses acci- 
dents into three classes—unsafe acts, 
mechanical causes and personal causes. A 
study of a large number of serious acci- 
dents resulted in the first summary (Table I) 
Most of the accidents were classified under 
more than one heading. 


TABLE 1 
ANALYSIS OF 4,200 SERIOUS CASES 
Percentage 
bye fe acts: of total 
etloading, poor arranging ‘ y 


ts safe equipment, improper use of equip- 
ment .. 


Unnecessary exposure ‘to danger te a 27 
Making safety devices inoperative 5 
Working on moving or ee equip- 
ment .. <e 13 
Ope erating at unsafe speed . - 3 
Other unsafe acts .. ei aie a 18 
No unsafe act .. 12 


Mechanical causes: 
Hazardous arrangement or Pinups re 35 


Defective agencies .. ora 15 
Unsafe dress ae : 6 
Improper lighting .. ? ms ve 1 
Improper guarding .. - oe ae. 
No mechanical cause.. ae oe va ~ 

100 


Personal causes: 


Improper attitude . - <<. 
Lack of knowledge or skill . Pe ey 
Bodily defects .. a axe ' ee. 
No personal cause .. oe *s - 19 

100 


In the second study (Table 2) of 1,000 
serious cases, the Council summarised the 
causes slightly differently. You will see that 
each accident was classified as to both 
mechanical and personal causes. For 
example, 34 per cent. of the cases involved 
a hazardous arrangement such as material 
not properly stacked. In these cases, how- 
ever, 13 per cent. also involved improper 
attitude on the part of the man, and 19 per 
cent. involved lack of knowledge or skill. 
There were 27 per cent. of the cases involving 
improper guarding of equipment. But again 
in 16 per cent. of these cases, improper atti- 
tude on the part of the man was a contri- 
buting cause. The striking thing about this 
calculation is that in 48 per cent. of the cases 
there was present an improper attitude, and 
in 35 per cent. a lack of knowledge or skill 
on the part of the man. This means that in 
83 per cent. of these accidents there was also 
a personal problem because the man did not 
know, did not care, or failed to follow a safe 
practice. 


TABLE 2 


ANALYSIS OF 1,000 SERIOUS CASES 
Improper Lack of No 


Mechanical attitude knowledge personal total 
causes: percent. percent. cause percentage 
Hazardous 

arrangement 13 19 2 34 
Improper guarding 16 a 7 27 
Defective agencies 4 4 7 15 
Unsafe dress .. 5 3 1 9 
No mechanical 

cause as 10 5 — 15 

48 35 17 100 


So you see that safety is not primarily a 
problem of guards, protective equipment or 
lighting. Safety is essentially a problem of 
mental attitude on the part of the men, and 
the foreman is the only one who is close 
enough to the men to understand them, to 
get across to them the simple ABC of 
safety—always be careful. That is why I 
have accepted your kind invitation. The 
co-operation of the foreman is essential, and 
here, I hope, is a way that you can gain 
that co-operation. 

Let us then change places. I will be the 
safety officer and you can be the foreman 
in my firm. I am going to try to sell you 
the idea of working safely. I am going to 
try to get you enthusiastic so that you will 
instruct your men so that they will always 
follow a safe practice. 


SAFETY INSTRUCTION 


Obviously the safety hazards are different 
on different jobs. It is therefore essential 
for the foreman to analyse every one of the 
different operations to see what hazards 
exist or what unsafe practices are being 
followed. We cannot do much about safety 
instruction until we know on what points 
instruction should be given. Remember the 
three basic causes of accidents are lack of 
knowledge or skill, improper attitude to the 
job, and failure to follow a safe practice. 

Safety is entirely a matter of supervision, 
training and education plus a persistent 
follow-up on the part of the foreman. We 
ought not to stage safety campaigns two or 
three times a year. The safety campaign 
has to go on every working day of the year. 
You might say “why stress all this?” But 
some men take chances, others don’t think, 
and still there are others who don’t know. 
We say they are careless—that doesn’t tell 
us much. Suppose we look at some of the 
reasons for accidents which are behind care- 
lessness. 

(1) Disobedience to rules. 

(2) Haste. 

(3) Inattention to work. 

(4) Instruction incomplete—or not given 
at all. 

(5) Interference by others. 

(6) Making safety devices inoperative. 

(7) Poor judgment. 

(8) Lack of skill or experience. 

(9) Taking chances. 


Here, then, are some personal problems 
involved in accident prevention. In regard 
to the new man, the problem is to first see 
that he understands all the risks attached to 
his job, and secondly, to train him so that 
he will always follow a safe practice. The 
problem with the experienced man is to see 
that he does not become so used to the 
hazards on his job that he ignores them or 
takes chances. Too many people are will- 
ing to take chances when they can get away 
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with it. You know the old saying— 
“ familiarity breeds contempt.” 

The foreman should always see that. the 
new man is started right when it comes to 
safety. Tell him you have a good safety 
record and you want him to help uphold that 
record, Emphasise the necessity of using 
any protective equipment. From time two 
time check up on the work habits of the ex- 
perienced men to see that they are using 
safe practices. Remind them of any 
dangers. 


KNOWING THE REGULATIONS 


It is important to know the Safety, Health 
and Welfare Regulations so that you can 
explain them to your men. Seek their co- 
operation in complying with them. Do not 
permit any man to break those rules; in fact, 
discipline anyone if, after they have been 
warned, they fail to comply with the regula- 
tions. 

Eternal vigilance is the price of accident 
prevention; don’t rely on the safety officer 
to bring to your attention every unsafe con- 
dition on your job. As you make the 
rounds be constantly alert to detect any 
unsafe practice. This means you must 
look for: 

(1) Unsafe scaffolding. 

(2) Unguarded machines. 

(3) Defective electrical equipment. 

(4) Defective repes, chains or slings. 

(5) Unsafe ladders. 

(6) Material not properly stacked. 

All these are potential accident hazards; 
correct them without delay. 

(a) Have a definite time for inspection 
of all hoisting equipment. 

{b) Make sure this equipment is not 
subjected to overloads. 

(c) See that all hoist drivers are 
properly trained and have good eyesight 
Standardise all signals. 

(d) See that all ladders are inspected 
regularly and that they are tied to pre- 
vent slipping. 

(e) Make it difficult for anything or 
anyone to fall. 


You can often “size-up” a foreman by 
just looking at the general condition of his 
job. No one ever saw a disorderly, dis- 
arranged, dirty job that came out on the 
right side. They don’t go together. Tidi- 
ness therefore affects both safety and costs. 
Perhaps a restricted site prevents you from 
getting things the way you would like them, 
but you can make the best of things as they 
are. Untidy conditions do not make for 
good work habits on the part of the men 
and reflect indifference on the part of the 
foreman. 


ACTION IN CASE OF FIRE 


Have you ever stopped to think what you 
would do in case of fire on your job? For- 
tunately most foremen never have to deal 
with this problem. But you can never tell 
when you might be faced with it, and it is 
your responsibility to see that any equip- 
ment supplied is used effectively in an 
emergency. You cannot be sure of this 
unless you train some of your men in 
advance in the use of this equipment. 

(1) Know just where the fire danger lies. 

(2) Know exactly what to do and where 

to send an alarm should fire break out. - 

(3) In the case of inside work keep all 
fire exits clear at all times and see that the 
escape doors work properly. 

(4) Know what equipment you have 
and when to use the various types; make 
sure the men near to them know how to 
use them. 


Bf 
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Fires have been grouped into three 
classes: (a) fires in combustible materials, 
such as wood shavings, paper, rubbish. They 
require the quenching or cooling effects of 
water or solutions containing large propor- 
tions of water. (b) Fires in inflammable 
liquids, such as oil, grease, paint, varnish, 
where blanketing or smothering is essentia!. 
(c) Fires. in electrical equipment, such as 
motors; they require the use of a non-con- 
ductive fire-fighting material. The im- 
portant thing is for you and your men to 
know the type of extinguisher to use in com- 
bating (a), (b) or (c) and how to use them 
effectively. 

Let us hope yeu never have any but minor 
accidents on your job, but have you ever 
given thought to what you would do in the 
case of a serious accident? If you want to 
maintain leadership you must be in complete 
control during the first few minutes after the 
accident. You must see that the right things 
are done quickly. Both your employer and 
the men look to you in these circumstances. 

See that the right persons are called at 
once: first aid man, doctor er ambulance. 
See that the injured man either gets safely 
to the first-aid post or is given first-aid where 
he is. Don’t let other workers interfere and 
do the wrong things. In the absence of a 
doctor no one should attempt to set frac- 
tured bones, reduce dislocations or remove 
foreign substances embedded in any part 
of the body. 

Know how to make the man as comfort- 
able as possible. Quieten whatever excite- 
ment there may be. Get the men back to 
work as soon as you can; this takes tact and 
understanding because of the emotional 
shock. Tell them everything possible is 
being done. 

Make a careful investigation of the acci- 
dent at once, to prevent possible recurrence 
and to make your report. This also shows 
the men you are interested in preventing 
accidents. Find out exactly what did hap- 
pen—get the facts. Never try to conceal the 
real facts, regardless of whom it involves. 
Investigate all “ near” accidents carefully. 


SUMMARY 


Someone has said that the greatest safety 
device in the world is a careful man. Your 
problem is how to insti] that carefulness in 
every one of your men. Of course, it is 
strange that you have to plead with people 
to be careful for their own sake. But so 
are a lot of things strange in this difficult 
task of dealing with personnel problems. Do 
not expect too much of people, then you 
won’t be disappointed. Keep in mind that 
you are dealing with some who have never 
grown up mentally, who think and act like 
a thirteen-year-old boy, and whose judgment 
is not much better. Realise this and it will 
help explain many things to you. 

You will have to deal with the man who 
does not understand because he just hasn't 
the capacity, with the man who is emotion- 
ally highly strung, with the man who does 
not fit, with the trouble-maker, the chance- 
taker, and the man who day-dreams and 
does not keep his mind on his work. Study 
them and try to determine what each will 
respond to. Make them feel they are part 
of your safety programme, make it a matter 
of personal pride on their part to work 
safely, encourage suggestions as to safety. 
Somehow you must sell your men two ideas: 

(1) When every man on the job makes 
up his mind to stop accidents, they will 
stop—not before. 

(2) The greatest safety device in the 
world is a gareful man. 


THE BUILDER 


SCOPE OF THE BUILDING 
SAFETY REGULATIONS 


Significance of a Recent High Court 
Decision 
From a Legal Correspondent 


CASE of considerable interest to 

builders and contractors generally 
was Elms v. Foster Wheeler, Ltd., which 
was heard by the Court of Appeal on 
July 7. The appeal was from an order of 
Mr. Justice Ormerod. The plaintiff was 
employed by the defendants, who were 
under contract with the City of London 
Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., for the manu- 
facture, delivery and erection of four 
generating plants at the Bankside Power 
Station, which was in process of construc- 
tion. The power station was built to 
house this plant, which was erected in 
quadripartite structure and each section 
contained cooling chambers, boilers, one 
generating plant, a series of floors and 
galleries connected by stairways and 
chutes. 

The workman (Elms) was injured by a 
climbing operation undertaken in order 
to release a pulley. He attempted to 
climb down and fell through open joisting 
some 13 ft. on to the concrete floor and 
suffered injuries. He alleged in his claim 
negligence at common law and breach 
of two of the Building (Safety, Health 
and Welfare) Regulations, 1948, namely 
reg. 5 and reg. 30(3). The trial judge, 
Mr. Justice Ormerod, had found that the 
defendants were in breach of reg. 30(3) 
only. 

The essence of the case depended on 
whether the operation constituted the 
construction of a building. It was clear 
that if it did there had been a contraven- 
tion of reg. 30. This regulation required 
that “ when work is done on or immedi- 
ately above open joisting through which 
a person is liable to fall a distance of 
more than six feet six inches the joisting 
shall be securely covered over by tem- 
porary boards or other covering where 
and to the extent necessary to afford safe 
access to or foothold for the work, or 
other effective measures shall be taken to 
prevent persons falling.” Although there 
was an alternative safe method of reach- 
ing the place where the plaintiff had to 
go, the point was not taken in view of the 
fact that employees of his experience 
were sufficiently skilled to employ as 
common practice methods that would 
otherwise appear dangerous. Thus there 
was a breach. The plaintiff was working 
above open joisting and it was not dis- 
puted that he fell more than six-and-a- 
half feet. 

But the Regulations were of limited 
application and by reg. 2(1) they were 
limited so far as this case was concerned 
to work on the construction of a build- 
ing. The question that arose was whether 
the erection of plant could constitute the 
construction of a building. Lord Justice 
Romer agreed that “construction of a 
building” should be read as “the con- 
struction of a building or any part there- 
of” and he also pointed out that among 
those matters specifically excluded were 
“ pole or lattice work structures designed 
solely for the support of... plant,” from 
which he deduced that if such structures 
had to be expressly excluded more solid 
structures, which were not excluded, 
would still come within the construction 
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of a building. The trial judge had pin. 
pointed the issue as follows: “ Whether 
it is right to say here that the defendants 
were engaged on the construction of a 
building or whether they were merely 
putting something into a building which 
had been or was in process of being con. 
structed.” Lord Justice Birkett said that 
it was fairly clear that it was not a simple 
case of installing plant. Leave was given 
to appeal to the House of Lords. 


AN EARLIER CASE 


This case can be compared and con. 
trasted with a previous case heard at 
Suffolk Assizes in February, 1952, 
Hutchison v. Cocksedge and Co., Ltd, 
where it was held that the defendants 
were engaged not in the “ construction, 
structural alteration, repair or main- 
tenance of a building ” within reg. 2(1) of 
the Regulations but in providing plant for 
a building which was outside the Regu- 
lations. The defendant was engaged in 
erecting pulp bagging plant in a factory 
and was required to drill holes in the 
casing of a long worm of the plant ona 
steel platform some 16 or 17 ft. above the 
floor of the plant which was a fixed struc- 
ture and part of the plant. The worm 
was near the edge of the platform and 
when a drill was thrown up to the plain- 
tiff he bumped against the worm casing 
and, fearing he would _overbalance, 
jumped and was injured. His claim for 
a breach of reg. 22 in particular of the 
Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) 
Regulations, 1948, failed because he was 
not engaged in “the construction of a 
building ” but in the provision of plant. 


It can be appreciated from these two 
decisions that the distinction may be a 
fine one but on it all responsibility under 
the 1948 Regulations may depend. 


NEW COMPANIES 


; THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Richards (Devon-Dorset), Ltd. (536295.) Regd. 
July 29, bidrs., etc. Nom cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: to be 
appointed. Subs.: B. W, Lawley, 100, Lindridge- 
ae Whitehouse Common, Sutton Coldfield, War- 
wicks. 

A. E. Sheppard & Sons (builders), Ltd. (536304,) 
Regd. July 29, 31, Smakes-la., Woodford Green, 
Essex. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Life dir.: C. J. 
Sheppard, 7, Mayfair-gdns, Woodford Green. 

A. Young (decorators), Ltd. (536305.) Regd. 
July 29, 12a, Thompson-st., Stockton-on-Tees, 
painters and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: A. Young, 10, Major-st., Stockton-on-Tees. 

B. & F. Fahy, Ltd. (536306.) Regd. July 29, 
Foundry-la., Saint George, Bristol, joiners, carpenters, 
etc, Nom. cap.: £20,000. ir: B. J. Fahy, 150, 
Bell Hill-rd., St. George, Bristol. 

Broadribb & Corner (builders’ suppliers), Ltd. 
(536307.) Regd. July 29, 81, Denmark Hill, SES. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: Mrs. K. L. Corner and A. 
Corner, 16, Champion Hill, SES. 

. W. Bostock, Ltd, (536312.) Regd. July 29, 
Woodlands, Gwersyllt, nr. Wrexham, bldr. and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dirs.: J. W. Bostock 
and Mrs. E. G. Bostock, Modoran, Gwersyllt, nr. 
Wrexham. 

L. H. Richardson & Co,, Ltd. (536349.) Regd. 
July 30, Midland Bank-chmbrs, Market-st., Falmouth, 
bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: 
A. S. Line, Tregenver House, Falmouth. 

Sampson & Budd (builders), Ltd. (536354.) Regd. 
July 30, 17, Hawkins-cl., Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex. 
Nom. cap,: £500. Dir.: A. W. Sampson, 96, Old 
Shoreham-by-Sea. 

A. E. Connorton (engineers), Ltd. (536357.) Regd. 
July 30, Bristol House, 19/20, Holborn Viaduct, 
ECI, heating, ventilating, lighting, elec, and mech. 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: A. E. Connor- 
ton, 4, Caroline-rd., Green-la,, Thornton Heath. 

B. L. Construction Co., Ltd. (536362.) Regd. 
July 30, 57, George-st., W1, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
i Dir.: B. Lipton, Glanville Place, Gt. North-rd., 


Gordon Head & Co,, Ltd. (536368.) Regd. 


July 30, Factory-la., South-rd., Hailsham, Sussex, 


bldrs., etc. Nom cap.: £5,000. Dir.: G. T. B 
Head, Ravenshaw, London-rd., Hailsham. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 








BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 








thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


i] worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 














46 + BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams : 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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An Administration Block for the Faculty of 
Medicine, Colombo University. 


Architect : N. Wynne Jones, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 
Consulting Engineer: W. V. Zinn, M.Cons.E., 
| 


Sc, Maine, 


(France). 


M.1Struct.£., M.Soc.C.E. 


Reinforced Concrete Work 
in Three Countries. 


RUSH & TOMPKINS 


SIDCUP 
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Great Britain 


One of eight blocks of 7-storey Flats for the 
Westminster City Council, at Warwick Way, 
Victoria, London. 

Architects : Riches & Blythin, A.R.1.B.A. 


Consulting Engineer: W. V. Zinn, M.Cons.E., 
B.Sc., M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.£., M.Soc.C.E. (France). 


outh Africaw 


A Subway under the Race Course in Durban, 
Natal, South Africa, for the Durban Corporation. 


Engineer : H. A. Smith, B.Sc.(Hons.)Eng.,'M.1.C.E., 
A.M.1.Mech.E., City and Water Engineer, Durban. 





RR 


LTD. 


BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


LONDON 


DURBAN 


COLOMBO 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
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CONCRETE AGGREGATES 


Revision of British Standards 


THE British Standards Institution have 

issued a revision of BS 882, “ Coarse 
and Fine Aggregates from Natural 
Sources for Concrete,” and BS 1201, 
“Aggregates for Granolithic Concrete 
Floor Finishes.” 

In introducing these revised British 
Standard specifications at a Press confer- 
ence held in London on August 26, 
Mr. B. L. Morton, OBE, ARCS, said 
that the supply of aggregates is by no 
means unlimited, and that in 50 years’ 
time the supply position could be expec- 
ted to become acute in some areas. It 
was, therefore, essential that aggregate 
supplies should be made to go as far as 
possible and that all 'materials which could 
be used to make good concrete should 
be used. 

Mr. Morton explained that the greatest 
supply difficulty was in respect of sand, or 
fine aggregate. In most gravel fields there 
was not a sufficient amount of sand in 
proportion to stone for modern needs. It 
was, therefore, often necessary to pro- 
vide the extra sand required from other 
sources, and most of this sand did not 
comply with the specification require- 
ments for fine aggregate which were laid 
down in the 1944 edition of BS 882. He 
emphasised, however, that good concrete 
could be made with most of it. 

Mr. Morton pointed out that there 
was a tendency to demand aggregates of 
gradings to suit a pre-determined mix 
design; now there was a movement 
towards the more practical course of 
adapting the mix design to suit locally 
available materials, the resulting concrete 
being of the same strength. 

BS 882: 1954, “Coarse and Fine 

Aggregates from Natural Sources for 
Concrete.” 
The main purpose in revising this British 
Standard has been to bring the classifica- 
tion of fine aggregates into line with the 
regional distribution of suitable materials 
and with current concrete practice. 

It had become apparent that the pre- 
vious system of classifying fine aggregate 
in two grades was unrealistic, since it 
tended to brand as inferior a large propor- 
tion of the fine aggregate from which 
good concrete could be made. The Build- 
ing Research Station, in co-operation with 
the Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Asso- 
ciation, organised a survey of the build- 
ing sands of this country, which showed 
that the majority of the sands available 
could be used for making concrete if the 
proportions of the mix were adjusted to 
suit the particle sizes of each sand-type. 
Test results suggested that concrete having 
a constant aggregate/cement ratio and 
total water/cement ratio would have 
similar properties when made with differ- 
ent combined gradings if the overall 
specific surface of the aggregate was kept 
constant. 

Consideration was given to methods of 
classifying aggregates on the basis of the 
specific surface, by means of a surface- 
area index, or on the fineness modulus; 
but these methods were thought to be 
impracticable at the present time for the 
purposes of a British Standard, and it was 
decided to use instead sieve-grading limits. 
Fine aggregates are therefore classified 
into four grading “zones,” in which the 
fine aggregate becomes progressively finer 
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from Grading Zone 1 to Grading Zone 4. 
All the aggregates falling into these four 
grading zones are equally suitable for 
making concrete, but the mix proportions 
should be chosen according to grading. 

The investigations suggested that, if the 
proportions of the mix were adjusted to 
suit the particle sizes of the available 
aggregate, concrete having a constant 
aggregate/cement ratio and a constant 
total water/cement ratio would have 
similar properties when made with differ- 
ent zone gradings if the overall specific 
surface of the aggregate was kept 
constant. 

In the light of these conclusions on 
the importance of the specific surface of 
the fine aggregate, the major part of 
which is accounted for by the particles 
which pass the No. 25 sieve, and also 
because it was found that a large number 
of sands seemed to divide naturally on 
this sieve size with a more or less straight 
line curve on each side, and with the 
widest range passing at that point, it was 
agreed to make the amount passing the 
No. 25 sieve the basis for dividing the 
sands into four grading zones. 

The four zones selected give mixes 
with the following general characteristics 
when used in a 1-2 ratio of fine to 
coarse. Zone 1. This is the coarsest 
zone suitable for rich mixes and concrete 
of low workability. The mix may be 
harsh but the characteristics can be ad- 
justed by adding fine sand. Zone 2. The 
sands in this zone are suitable for most 
mixes with a fine to coarse ratio of 1-2. 
Zone 3... Finer sands than Zone 2. A 
high water-cement ratio should be 
avoided, especially when the quantity 
passing the No. 25 sieve approaches the 
upper limit. Reduction of the sand con- 
tent of the mix will reduce the water- 
cement ratio. Zone 4. These are the 
finer sands and they can be used in the 
design of gap graded concrete. If the 
sand content of the mix is reduced they 
produce good concrete especially if it is 
vibrated. 

Tolerances are allowed for the sand 
varying slightly from time to time during 
the delivery of a particular order. An 
extra tolerance is allowed on the No. 100 
sieve size for crushed rock sands. 


BS 1201: 1954, “ Aggregates for 
Granolithic Concrete Floor Finishes.”’— 
In this revision of BS 1201, the grading 
limits for fine, coarse, and all-in aggre- 
gates have been modified. The limits 
for fine aggregate have been extended 
while those for coarse aggregate have 
been reduced, the new limits being simi- 
lar to certain of those given in the 
current revision of BS 882. The grad- 
ing requirements for the all-in aggregate 
have been made considerably coarser, 
particularly in regard to the amount of 
material passing the 3/16 in. BS sieve. 
These new gradings are similar to those 
obtained by combining fine and coarse 
aggregate in the usual proportions, and 
as such should produce a better quality 
concrete. 

An essential property of aggregates 
for granolithic concrete is a high wear 
resistance, and this property may vary 
widely among aggregates which satisfy 
this specification. No suitable specifica- 
tion test of this property is available, and 
only actual experience of a given rock 
type or source can be used as evidence of 
suitability in this respect. Where a parti- 
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cular rock type or rock from a particular 
source is. required, the purchaser or his 
representative has to specify this require- 
ment as supplementary to the provisions 
of this specification. 

BS 882 and 1201 are issued as a single 
publication, and copies may be obtained 
from Sales Branch, British Standards In- 
stitution, 2, Park-street, W1, price 2s. 6d. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


Five-year Scheme to be Drawn-up 


Loc4t authorities in England and Wales 

have been asked by Mr. Harold Mac- 
millan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, to send their slum clearance 
proposals to him by August 30 next year for 
his approval. In a circular Mr. Macmillan 
says that in examining proposals he “ will 
require to be satisfied that these provide 
for the solution of the slum problem as 
quickly as the Council’s commitments and 
resources, and the supplies of building 
labour and materials, permit.” Local authori- 
ties are asked to give the Minister: 

(1) an estimate of how many unfit houses 

there are in their areas; (2) an estimate of 

how long it will take them to demolish 
these houses amd (3) a programme of 
action for the next five years. 

“The immediate need is for a global pic: 
ture and a plan of action,” says Mr. Mac- 
millan. “In those areas where the slum 
problem cannot be solved in five years the 
plan of action will naturally relate to those 
parts of the Council’s area in which slum 
conditions are worst and action most urgent.” 
Councils, he says, should not make proposals 
for postponing the demolition of any of these 
slum houses and for patching them mean- 
while, unless their total slum problem is so 
large that clearance and replacement must 
take more than five years. 

As well as giving detailed information 
and guidance on the provisions for the treat- 
ment of unfit houses, the circular on the new 
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, which 
came into operation on August 30, deals 
with amendments made to the conditions 
attached to making grants for improving 
houses and for their conversion into flats. 


GRANTS FOR WORK 


Among other things the new Act removes 
the upper limit—previously £800—of the 
cost of improvements and _ conversions 
eligible for grant; enables local authorities 
to pay grants for the improvement or con- 
version of houses which will afterwards last 
more than 15 years in place of the previous 
minimum of 30 years; and amends the pro- 
visions for the fixing of rent so as to enable 
a Council to settle a figure which represents 
the value of the dwelling under the condi- 
tions of to-day, and does justice to both 
owner and tenant. “These amendments,” 
says the Minister, “ are designed to promote 
the modernisation of privately owned struc- 
turally sound existing houses, many of which 
will, unless provided with modern amenities, 
rapidly deteriorate into slums and put 
heavier burdens on public funds.” 

The Minister again urges councils to do 
everything they can to encourage private 
owners to apply for these grants. In parti- 
cular, he hopes that they will authorise their 
officers to tell applicants whether a grant 
is likely to be made, and, if it is, what rent 
the council are likely to fix, on receipt of 
outline proposals and before applicants are 
put to the expense of providing detailed 
plans and specifications. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


RIBA GOLFING MATCH 


THE ANNUAL MATCH between the RIBA 
Golfing Society and the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors GS was played on July 
21, again at New Zealand Golf Club, West 
Byfleet. 

Fortunately the weather was excellent 
which, coupled with a most exciting match, 
resulted in a very enjoyable day’s golf. 

In the morning the surveyors led in the 
singles by six and half matches to three and 
a half, but in the afternoon foursomes, the 
architects improved in partnership, winning 
four of the five foursomes and halving the 
other; thus the result was a win for the 
architects on the day by eight matches to 
seven. 


IAAS MEMBERS-ONLY LUNCH 


The London and Home Counties Branch 
of the Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors are holding a third 
“‘ members-only ” luncheon at the Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen-street, WC2, on Sep- 
tember 17, at 1 p.m., to be followed by 
an open discussion. The luncheon will be 
under the chairmanship of Mr. F. J. 
Meekins, FIAS, FIArb, and the president 
of the Association, Lieut.-Col. A. E. Henson, 
FRIBA, will attend and address the mem- 
bers. Members wishing to attend should 
write to the general secretary, Mr. R. F. 
Isted, 75, Eaton-place, SW1, on or before 
September 13. 


LBFA LADIES’ FESTIVAL 


An interesting programme of entertain- 
ment has been arranged by the social com- 
mittee of the London Builders’ Foremen’s 
Association for the annual ladies’ festival 
which is to take place at the Connaught 


Rooms, Great Queen-street, WC2, on 
September 25. Tickets from Mr. A. 
Wright, 63, Hillcross-avenue, Morden, 


Surrey. 


IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION 


A central feature at this year’s Mid- 
lands Ideal Home Exhibition, due to take 
place at Bingley Hall, Birmingham, from 
September 29 to October 23, will be a 
timber-built bungalow put up by Grosvenor 
Workman (Saw Mills), Ltd., of Birming- 
ham. The Council of Industrial Design has 
been asked to select the furnishings, and 
Mrs. Eileen Bell, painter and textile 
designer, has been appointed by the Council 
to plan the furnishing and colour schemes. 
The furniture and furnishings will be sup- 


plied by the Birmingham Co-operative 
Society, Ltd. 
APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. E. A. Colley, for the past eight years 
manager of West Bromwich Public Works 
Department, has been appointed general 
manager of the direct labour building depart- 
ment, Birmingham Corporation. This 
department, scheduled to start last spring, 
has not yet come into operation. 

Bridlington (Yorks) Highways Committee 
have recommended that Mr. R. E. Norman- 
ton, of Greenock, be appointed Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor. 

Meltham (Yorks) UDC have appointed 
Mr. Frederick Hardcastle, deputy Engineer 
and Surveyor to Worsborough UDC, as 
Engineer and Surveyor. 


SWEDISH TIMBER EXPORTS 


Sweden’s export sales of timber totalled 
nearly 40,000 standards in June and the sales 
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in July are estimated to have been of 
approximately the same size, bringing the 
total for the first seven months up to 
665,000 or 670,000 standards, states the 
Swedish Timber and Wood Pulp Journal 
in its latest survey. A recalculation of the 
earlier rendered figures of the export sales 
has shown, however, that these figures have 
been too low for some groups of small 
mills. For that reason; it would be more 
correct to estimate the Swedish export sales 
per July 31 at about 700,000 standards. 


DISPOSAL OF ATOMIC WASTES 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has written to the local authori- 
ties in the Forest of Dean, and told them 
that the Atomic Energy Authority will not 
dispose of any wastes in disused mines in 
the Forest until the local authorities have 
had a further opportunity to discuss and 
consider the proposals. Senior officers of 
the Authority have offered to go down to 
the area to meet representatives of the local 
authorities to explain the proposals. The 
Minister has promised that if, after this 
meeting, the focal authorities wish to make 
any further representations to him, he will 
consider them. 


£3 MILLION HOUSING PROJECT 


Despite difficult weather conditions, 
rapid progress is being made at Hornchurch, 
Essex, on one of the largest post-war 
private enterprise building developments. 
Planning permission has been granted for 
the erection of 1,486 houses, flats and shops 
on the New Elm Park Estate there, and 
the project has necessitated the construction 
of 17 new roads. Building operations 
started in May last, and the first houses are 
already completed. The estimated time for 
completion of the whole estate is two and a 
half years. 

Owing to the size of the whole develop- 
ment, it has been found possible to keep 
prices down despite rising costs and a three- 
bedroom type house can be purchased for 
£1,695. The estimated cost of the whole 
scheme, including shops, schools, etc., is in 


the neighbourhood of ‘£3 million. The 
Elm Park Development Co., Ltd., St. 
Ann’s Court, St. Ann’s Hill, Chertsey. 


Surrey, is carrying out the project, and the 
architects for the scheme are Architectural 
Aids, Ltd., 54, South Side, Clapham Com- 
mon, SW4. 

Local authorities have opened negotia- 
tions with the developers for the purchase 
of 700 houses which is the maximum 
number the company is prepared to sell. 


BUILDING EDUCATION 
Post Advanced Lectures 


HE Manchester and District Advisory 

Council for Further Education, Educa- 

tion Offices, Deansgate, Manchester 3, have 

published a booklet giving details of the 

post advanced courses in Building and Civil 
Engineering available. 

The information contained in the booklet 
falls into two parts: I. Details concerning 
the courses in specialised branches of Build- 
ing and Civil Engineering to be provided 
during the session 1954-55 on the recom- 
mendation of the Advisory Committee set 
up by the Council. II. Details of post 
advanced and other special courses in Build- 
ing and Civil Engineering which form part 
of the normal provision at technical colleges 
in the area for the session 1954-55. 

Copies of the booklet may be obtained 
from the Hon. Secretary, Manchester 
and District Advisory Council, as above, 
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STANDARDISED HOUSING 


A Runcorn Experiment 


ME. ERNEST MARPLES, MP, Parlia- 

mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government is to open 
on September 30, next, a group of flats and 
maisonettes erected by the Runcorn Urban 
District Council on its Town Hall Estate, 
to be known as “ Jubilee House ” in com- 
memoration of the diamond jubilee of the 
urban district. 

These have been designed by the Council’s 
Engineer and Surveyor in conjunction with 
the Principal Regional Architect, North 
Western Region of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government to conform to a 
standard grid dimension which was recom- 
mended as a first step towards obtaining 
more standardisation in building by a com- 
mittee appointed under the chairmanship of 
Sir Donald Bailey on ways and means of 
economising and obtaining more speed in 
building. The plans have been based on 
those which appeared in a booklet entitled 
“ Quicker Completion of House Interiors” 
which were prepared in the Department of 
the Chief Architect to the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. This booklet 
was published in 1953 and contained the 
findings of the Bailey Committee. 

The Runcorn building comprising 24 flats 
and 18 maisonettes has been completed in 
nine months, despite the inclement weather, 
at a contract price of £59,426. Rentals, there- 
fore, exclusive of rates but inclusive of 
services for cleaning and lighting communal 
staircases, etc., have been fixed as follows:— 


sup. ft. £s. & 
3-bedroom maisonettes 786 ... 1 1 O 
3-bedroom flats ... 729 19 @ 
2-bedroom flats... 675 17 6 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Plywood from Softwood 


THE BOARD OF TRADE announce that they 
are now prepared to consider applications 
for Open Individual Licences to import ply- 
wood, laminboard, blockboard or batten- 
board wholly manufactured from softwood 
originating in and consigned from:— 

Bolivia, Canada, Columbia, Costa Rica, 

Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, E? 

Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Republic of 

Honduras, Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, 

Panama, Philippines, United States of 

America, Venezuela and India. 

The licences issued will be valid without 
limit as to quantity, value or period of 
validity. Applications should be made on 
Form ILB/A and sent to the Board of Trade, 
Import Licensing Branch, 43, Marsham- 
street, London, SWI. 

Plywood made from softwood or hard- 
wood is already on open individual licence 
from non-dollar countries. Plywood made 
from hardwood, however, remains on specific 
licence from dollar sources. 


BAGHDAD FAIR DISPLAY 

Messrs. G. A. Harvey and Co. (London), 
Ltd., in conjunction with their agents, the 
Arab Contracting and Trading Co., Ltd., 
will be displaying on their stand at the 
British Trade Fair, Baghdad, a representa- 
tive range of steel office equipment. In 
addition, specimens of perforated metals, 
woven wire cloth and wirework will be on 
show. These materials are designed for 
sorting, sifting and grading requirements in 
the industrial field. Ornamental patterns 
will be displayed, for use in the provision 
of ventilating panels, grilles and heater 
guards. 





Septemb 





954 


arlia- 
ry of 
open 
; and 
rban 
state, 
com- 
' the 


ncil’s 
with 
lorth 
ising 
to a 
com- 
ining 
com- 
p of 


they 
ions 
ply- 
ten- 
100d 


Lica, 
, ER 
Of 
gua, 

of 


10ut 
of 
on 
ade, 
am- 


ard- 
nce 
ade 
cific 


on), 
the 
td., 
the 
nta- 


‘als, 

on 
for 
; in 
rns 
sion 
ater 











September 3 1954 THE BUILDER 85 









NEW ELECO “ PERSPEX” 
FITTING FOR INDUSTRIAL 
CONDUIT LIGHTING 







—Increases Light Output 
Ratio 10-15% 











This new Eleco fitting (patent applied for) 
is efficient, versatile and economical. It can 
be used either open, or made completely 
dustproof with a diffusor cover. The 
Teflectors are made in two grades of opal 
‘Perspex’, whilst the covers are obtainable 
in three grades, including a pinspot pattern 
“Perspex”. This means that a suitable 
combination can be arranged to control the 
percentage of upward light and brightness 
over a considerable area. Thus, units can be 
selected to give the best lighting effect for 
your particular installation. 























TOTAL THESE FEATURES - 
AND YOU GET TODAY’S MOST 
EFFICIENT LIGHTING 






For 100 to 500 watt tungsten 
Lamps, 80-125 watt MB/V 


' “ 
For further particulars or help on ercury 


any lighting problem write to: 
Lighting output Ratio exceeds 


85°. Balanced distribution — 


10-25% upward light. 


High mechanical strength — 





Resists corrosion. 


ENGINEERING & LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 


SPHERE WORKS, ST. ALBANS, HERTS. Ease of installation. 


Low initial cost. 


White stove enametied interior. 
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Supplied also with 
CAPTIVE WEDGES 
which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- 
stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 
NO-BOLT Scaffolding 
Couplers are rust- 


proof (Sherardized). 





That’s what NO- 
BOLT scaffolding 
does for you when 
it comes to scaffold- 
ing erection. The 
NO-BOLT Double 


Coupler has no nuts 


NO-BOLT 


Double Coupler 
Type S.F.W. 


or bolts to tighten, jam or get lost—no threads to 
cross or rust. Simply a wedge—a tap with a hammer 
secures it, another tap frees it. The fastest, safest, 
simplest method of scaffold erection—and no main- 
With the NO-BOLT system any type of 
An 80% 


tenance. 


scaffolding can be erected at less cost. 


saving is quite usual. Why not write for details? 


‘BBE 


Demonstrations rranged to 


System any form of 
scaffolding cam be erected 
at less cost. 





BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 





prove that with the NO-BOLT. 
























The Marley Concrete Garag 


fr PERLE RT 
p 





bce 





offers all the advantages of the tradition: 
brick garage at considerably lower cost 


It has been specially designed for easy erection by unskilled labou, 
The detailed notes and drawings provided make assembly on site: 
simple matter. Made of high-grade reinforced concrete, with 
asbestos roofing and stout timber doors, it is attractive in appez- 
ance and, although very strong and permanent, it can easily be 
taken apart and moved if desired. It is fire-proof, rot-proof and 
vermin-proof and gains the ready approval of all local authorities 


From £50 Complete 
Available in widths of 7 ft. 10ins., 9ft. 2ins., 11ft. 10 ins. and 13 ft, 2ins., and 
in lengths as required. 
Delivery free within a radius of 75 miles of Romford, Guildford or Cheltenham. 
Write for illustrated brochure to your nearest works. Erection service available 
SURREY CONCRETE LTD., PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD, SURREY 
MARLEY i SHURDCRETE LTD., SHURDINGTON, near CHELTENHAM 


MARLEY TILE CO. LTD., STIFFORD ROAD, STH. OCKENDON, ESSE 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS 


MARLEY CONCRETE, WATERLOO, POOLE, DORSET 











THE SAME PATTERN 

FITS EITHER LEFT OR 

RIGHT-HAND DOOR 
OR WINDOW. 























No. 00. No. 0. No. 1. No. 2. 
Arms 23" a" 53” 7" 


THE RHODES “STAYPUT” ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding .. . 


Caravan Windows 
Greenhouse Skylights 
Locker Doors 
Swing Mirrors 
Cabinet Lids 
. and anything else which moves on hinges. 


RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


Beacon House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
Chancery 8135/6/7. Rhodespaca, London 


Garage Doors 
House Doors 
Van Doors 
Cupboard Doors 





WRITE FOR 
BROCHURE No. 
RC.1016/5 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


[= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
a ee 
Pit Ballast Bre See aes es per yd. , > 3 
Pit Sand Ce te, ae an ee | a ae. 
Washed Sand . gua as ve at eS pe 13 48 
i in. Shingle... ése aie aaa nes ana ne 1 00 
} in. Broken Brick... ree aia one ass ca 19 3 
Pan ae " ane aes mee 9 6 
ine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate in +. per ton 3 09 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site aes .-. perton 416 6 
1 to 6 tons, site : a $$ 6 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site a ae 5 4 6 
lto6ton do. site ... oe $33 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 


32s. 6d. per 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete i od 6-ton lots TP Pe 618 0 

Other colours according to colou 

In 4ton lots from 211s. 9d. to "435s. an = ton. 

White hg yong Cement OF = 12 17 0 
Under 1 t per cwt. 15 4 


417 Canes “(Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
— Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
ortland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £1017s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment aye Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 69 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and - 1440 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London pes epee ‘aa i 6 2 3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... seo aa eco -«. perl1,000 11 7 O 
Second Hard Stocks . ea ae aaa aa a 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... a 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. < 

District Commons pe o $< 

Cellular Ge sss ne: ne saa ae aa 513 0 

Keyed ee ane ies pee sts - 515 0 

Rustics ane axe eae aks ne war ge 618 0 

Cellular Rustics ... sale see oor i ee a 618 0 

Single Bullnose do. ena acs aaa ae < 613 0 

Sandfaced ... ie _ wa re eas me 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ae 3 2419 6 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) woe aes a mt 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... oa6 aa os 22 11 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) tea ae ‘ 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites). a 916 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) as ae ‘i 24 6 O 
3 in. do. (London Stations) igs 299 3 3 
2jin. Machine- made Sandfaced Red ’Facings 

(London Sites) a 13 19 6 
+> = “Multi Red Facings (London ee 
2 in. a Sandfaced Red Facings (London ~ a 
24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London Sites) < wae ‘a 1470 





£ a é 
2 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) > o 13 6 0 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock ’Facings 
(London Sites) ‘ per1,000 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... : ‘a 64 00 
Headers , we “a Bs 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. - Flats aa Re Pe 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... aa ae see ee 85 0 0 
Double Headers ve eee a pas a 7710 O 
One side and twoends _... jai ie ‘sia pe 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend .... pom esi au a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ‘aaa in 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoL.tow CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
, lorry loads. 
a ia ca 140 yds. a . per yd. sup. 4 3 
2+ in. are 140 yds. dai aa fr 4 6 
. |} ae : ne 120 yds. a aa ai 5 90 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. ‘as <aa wa 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
4 err ee tae 100 yds. ia “aa a Re 
2 in. en 85 yds. aa aad me 42 
3 in. “a ae 75 yds. aia ‘aaa a 5 0 
(4 in. ee aes 55 yds. id pies a 6 2 
CRANHAM 
mie 5 «as tea a SEE oo sea aaa oe 6 8 
7ath ss pee eka iad wes a4 as a 
- dee a ie ae pe ae aes ae 8 7 
~ <a re ve ma 10 7 
att in. Load bearing quality . oa Sa ‘al we ee ll 8 


FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. aad 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads ... per 1,000 31 10 0 
4 in. 7 ae Aes ae pn eae pus = 34 13 O 
5 in. Ce ies <a aa ‘aa aaa “a .. Ae 
6 in. ae “<< ad tas aa ee pa 46 16 0 
7 in. Oe «. os = roe baa ie a 54 1 0 
8 in. Co ae ren Ape aa aes aa pa 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons = 2 tons Rg 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% 974% ro 
B.S.S. Best do. +10%° +6739 +108 +9749 ios +s 
Tested Quality +374°4+673% +373°% a, tone +3144 +1074 
Tested Quality to. Tan2ienh? 4472197? +4742 24107 % 
s 
3 in. Land Drain are nae 12 in. epaeden -- 1,000 10 6 
4 in. do. a 13 3 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 7 10 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground» 8 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea __,, 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa wae a 8 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. 
Southern Region ie - 8 14 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
Jin. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, hanes = 
stooled cills . perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. . $a os z 6 ¢@ 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ... ee 115 4 
12in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated sti a 274 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. pa 228 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top. and face .. 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 9 
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STONE—continued és, d. 
Tem plates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork. perft.cube 1 3 5 
Do. do. fair one _* sun - faced 
brickwork | ae a 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on 7 andedge perft. run 8 2 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ... perft. cube ; 3 8 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 18 3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes . per ft. sup. 7 10 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ie ey rae 29 8 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 4710 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district a3 i 9 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district 13° 3-9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 18 9 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... 16 6 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6} Sa 714 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) — 18 9 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 Sb 113 0 4 
22. xX iz 93 16 0 
22 x Il 8415 0 
20 x 12 7919 6 
20 x 10 7412 0 
18 x 10 53 18 9 
18 x 9 47 5 6 
16 x 10 470 
16x 8 34 10 6 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. - £95 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 5 £106 0 O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. Pe do. perft.cube 1 5 O 
do. Honduras do. abs do. 5 3S. a 
Oak European do. ée5 do. me 118 6 
do. Japanese do. ie do. s 2 3 @ 
do. English Logs sawn do. ss 1 3 8B 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. s 3 0 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ee 1 1 6 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1% in. 4 Horizontal — Pauls 4 in. deal 
2 ft. O in.s x 6 ft. 6 — each 1-32: 
2 ft.3 in. x 6 ft. 6 Ses i one - yO ee 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. wee _ ie re 114 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. _ aes sss 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. nies 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ‘i 2 9 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 24 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6in > 2 i959 
2; 9in. «6 ft. ong at se see a 2 3 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) «per yd. 5 8 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... — ae 7s 
2 in. do. (52 yds.tol ton) ... ate mi 8 114 
2¢ in. do. (45 yds. to lton) ... a 56 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton)... 5 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
_ 100sq.ft.2 2 6 
4 in. Hardboard do. _ shi oe 5 a 2 3 5 
¥ in. do. do. ; 3 5 0 
fs in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets | - per yd. sup 3 2 
Roofing Felt, I-ply ... ox see . th er 
do. 2-ply : ae aes ae 
Best Scotch Gies, ‘4 slabs : . per i cwt. 5 0 9 
do. pearl ao s+ 5 0 
Croid Glue... 28 Ib. zz 3° 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i- ton Tots) ‘ per ton 56 5 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . a Se 15..0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) oe. per cwt. 216-3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) woe see ae 2i2 9 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5in.,8in. x 5in.,8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
izsn. x 6 in. aed cut to saat delivered London 
area % per ton 38 7 6 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X 1} in. ue ES 310 0 
3 in. xX 3 in., 4 in. X 3 in, 5 in. % 2b in, oe = | ee 
4in. X 1? in. eae ae 3 30:0 
42 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x Thi an joe cae ee Lye.) 
Sin. xX 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. bos ane is i 0 0 
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ad. 
6in. x 3 in. gee ons oe ane eee oe ton 110 0 
9in. X 7 in. ee ine ae pee ese as ” 5 0 
10 in. x 4} in. 12 in. x Sin. ee one ee a 15 0 
Sin. xX 4}in. 6in. X 44 in. 7in. X 3% in. 
7in. x 4in. 8in. x 4in. 9in. X 4in. 
10in. x Sin. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
13 in. x Sin. 14in. x S5¢in. 14in. X 6 in. pe 10 0 
14 in. x 8 in. 15in. x Sin. 15in. x 6in. 
16in. X 6 in. 16in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6in. 
18 in. x 7 in. 18 in. x 8in 20 in. X 64 in. 
20 in. x 7h in. ai = det es ee pee 
Steel angles average price ae ese os = oo see & 
Steel tees average price... oes See see » 4012 6 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted dee aus me Aas » te 2 6 
Compound girders ‘de ene ae -_ ee -» seks 6 
Stanchions soa = ee ~ as aie » <a. & 
Compound stanchions see ase ae = or 26 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins we ate ger Rs. ae a, 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock § in. diam., and dial as 


fi in. diam. = oe per ton extra 
in. do. one eae gee a we Pe 
gin. do. soe oes mae Se soe ss 
gin. do. wee ; ioe PA 


— a. ‘Tupes 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


ANANS 
PSeoen 


List prices and following discounts: 


Galvanised Tube— W.1. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class A — 12% 
ClassB + 74% Light + 23}% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
re > 234% Heavy + 303% 
ack— 


Class A — 22% 
Class B — 113% 


Light + 1% 
ClassC + 2% 


Heavy + 183% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. es oe aes ois ies. | She 2/9 
34 in. oe6 a rea axe os «= Of 3/- 
4 in. see sos Se ae re | f-. | 3/5 
4} in. ss ot ~ aes «- 4/105 3/9 
5 in. ae see ; eee aoe “DASE 4/2 

“eo. 1.0. - annie 
3 in. bus am ‘i 4/1 3/8 
34 in. iS sea a aes .- 4/64 3/8 
4in. es ee oe ees ws Of 3/9 
4} in. Soe om ae _ eos, =k 4/5 
5 in. eee se age coe «OVA 5/1 
CL RAIN-WATER PIPES 

~ yd. in 6-ft. penne Pipe Bends 
2 in. ea ade ss Ofte 3/5 
24 in. sé aes eee ies so =O 3/9 
3 in. ses ae aoe ee Nie pad 4/9 
34 in. sae ae ae see as OST 5/8 
4 in. ae me aes ses «= SPUAZ 6/11 

Lc. Cone en PIPES 

2.in. Sen eee 1/7 5/10 
24 in. Se wie se he cos 6/6 
3 in. _ Ss aes aa .- 9/04 7/2 
34 in. = i Ses ~ -- 10/14 8/11 
4in. se a vos =A /6E 10/- 


Malleable List — 35% 


Branches 


Above prices me pone rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 


only. 
tonnage allowance. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 
I 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd Bends 
4 in. a a 1 17 24/5 16/6 
6 in. wa his woke, MO 4 36/3 34/3 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... -. each 2/5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches ees » * 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse ___,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 
do. Gin. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 44 in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. nee = ie yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Drop ends . eac 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends... 5 me /10 /iul 1/- 
Angles ee ane x 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles we as = 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... bee - 1/5 1/8 2/1 
Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 44in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/03 3/7 
Dropends ... os ach 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/il 
Stop ends wee eis) piles /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles eee cee. 2/8 2/il 3/2 
Nozzles Sos wee. a5- 2/5 2/8 2/11 


Union Clips ... ee ee 1/1 1/2 1/4 


Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
4ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 23 per cent. 


Branches 
28/9 
58/9 
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¥ ee. With the Silky textured JReverse side 


Provides greater strength, a most attractive appearance 


and the ideal base for all types of finish 
This Standard Hardboard is obtainable in thicknesses :— 


2m.m., ¢” & %” (hard) 4” (semi-hard) 


4 wide x 6’, 7’, 8%, 9’, 10’, 11’, 12’ & 14’ lengths. 





XX Obtainable 
through the usual Manufactured by MESSRS, LJUSNE-WOXNA A.B. LJUSNE SWEDEN 


trade channels 
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Of course Phoenix can supply Roofing Boards, Tiling and Slating 


Battens to suit your requirements and they will do it without delay. 


Phoenix can also supply Roof Trusses ready assembled to .T.D.A. or 
your own specification. Do you realise that if you use Roof Trusses 
pre-fabricated by Phoenix you can reduce the cost of house construction? 


Your enquiry is welcome. 


Phone PHOENIX 


br SOFTWOODS ‘HARDWOODS 
— & BUUDING BOARDS 


THE PHOENIX TIMBER CO. LTD. 





FROG ISLAND - NEW ROAD -: RAINHAM ESSEX 


TIB 53 
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METALS 


Jron—Sta' 
Mild Stee 
Mild Stee 


Soft sheet 
20 gaug 
24 gaug 
26 gaug 


© Galvanise 


20 gau; 
24 gaus 
26 gaus 


© Gatvanise 


20 gaus 
24 gau; 
26 gau; 


All 
Screwdow 
head fo 
Toilet bib 
Screwdow 
do. wit 
Double n 
Heavy Cr 
Plumbers 
iron 


Caps and 
Brass slee 


Lead P. t 
screws 
Lead S. t 

Solder 
Piumbe 
Tinmer 
Blow p 

Copper ti 
and mi 


din. 
fin. 
1 in. 
I} in. 
1} in. 
Zz i. 
Rolled C 
plus ga 
Sheet Zin 
do. 
do. 
Brass tub 
ing ext! 
LEAD ;: 
Basis sell 
or Hor 


XXXXXKX 


Lead She 
Lead Wa 
Lead Soi 
do. 
Lead Ga 
Extras 01 
5 cwt. an 
3 cwt. 
1 cwt. 
Smaller « 
Supplyin 
weight 
extra 4 
Allowanc 
ton we 
PLASTI 
Coarse P 
do. V 
Sirapite ¢ 
do. | 
Blue Lia: 
Hydratec 
Lump Li 
White K: 
Pink Kee 
Granite ¢ 
Hair 
Gypsum 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 
£ ad 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown nies pnemy eve 40 2 6 
Mild Steel Bars .. as dem 37 17 6 
Mild Steel Hoops xe ca re as ae es 39 5 0 
"Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£s.d 
Soft sheets C.R. and C. a — 
20 gauge 7 and 46 14 6 
24 gauge 47 19 6 
26 gauge . 49 9 6 
Galvanised Corrugated s sheets 6 wis to 9 ft— 
20 gauge ae eng ‘aa we “anae & 
24 — 55 12 0 
26 g 58 7 0 
Gaty Bane Flat sheets GR. and "Ss i 
20 gauge see ; aa ess 5412 0 
24 gauge 56 12 0 
26 gauge sia he er ass, aie ace 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. tin. fin. lin. 1lgin. fin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks eae 
head for iron 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 63/— 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions for lead 85/- 126/- . /9 — 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 65/- 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union brass naa to 
iron saa eee 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 
"dd in. 1din. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 28/6 ae sae 78/9 ya 131/3 
Brass sleeves ‘ 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/-, 64/- 
“1k x 6 Ib. 13 x 6lb. 2 x 7 1b. 3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with ie ag 
screws -. 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap do. 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ eee Sey ace per Ib. = 2 
Tinmen’s abe ren ae aa sia ae © 4 0 
Blow pipe ___... 4 1 
' Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 273 d. per Ib. plus gauge 
3 and manufacturing extras bs iollows. Minimum: quantities, 3 cwt. 
xtra 
d. d. 
tin. X 19 gauge 12} Total per Ib. 404 
yin. x19 ,, 103 a 38% 
Pin seis: -. 94 a 374 
I} in. x 18 ” 8} ” ”? 363 
lkin. X18 8} wipe We, 363 
| 2 in <P -.. 104 aa 384 
) Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ ss & 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras is : perton 30015 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards: per cwt. 616 O 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) = fe 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. po 612 9 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras 3 per Ib. 1 11} 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


, ee: 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 1b. substance and upwards _ per ton fo 10 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils nae a 7 ts @ 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. wae Ja 139 s ¢@ 
do. over 4 in. dia. eS ea ‘ss 141 5 O 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe Nee “ 139 5 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities = 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton on per cwt. 20 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ood F a ses es 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ‘ Mes i 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £92 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1- ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 7 6 G 
do. White do. do. ant ea 714 3 
'  Sirapite Coarse do. do. pre a 79 0 
: do. Fine do. do. re pe 717 6 
| Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton aan eas a 6 9 6 
' Hydrated Lime do. as are ae ase a ai 6 
- Lump Lime do. ee 7 S$. 2 6 
» White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in i-ton loads ‘<n pi 10 4 0 
| Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ‘ae a 918 6 
' Granite Chips in 6-ton loads was eee pe a 6 3 
s Hairs... percwt. 417 6 
| Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
q yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. & @ 
1,200 yds. sh 2 it 
qi Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
d 2 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. sa over in one 
: he, Delivered s site ... . = ees - 2 3 
1,200 yds. ... se we ae eee pa 2 4 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper... rae oan <a «. per cwt. 
Washable Distemper aes aa aa oon a: 
Gloss Paint... “ae 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) ; ese 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs... 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ~*~ +. per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg pve ces - 

Size XD quality, 28 lb. at ons 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ee 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. . oe 


SUNDRIES. 
Tempaaiies substitute G gal) drums extra . 
do. 40 gal.) do. do. . 
m9 Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... aa aia 
Paste Powder (1 lb. oenied 
White Lining Paper ne 


wWNUM th 


per cwt. 


-. per cwt. 
tins 


NAW oo 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside i 
Oak Pale Copal Ge Sec Sa aaa a ‘i. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. me 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. dan aaa aaa Ri 
Finest Carriage Varnish aa ike aa a 

Front Door Varnish ... ae ee ree 
Japan Gold Size nme: wd “a 
Black Japan... aaa aaa eae aaa a 
Brunswick Black aaa tae pre 
Berlin Black ... waa as aad ae aa ‘i 
Terebene exe aa eon ne 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles, free)... aes aaa pe ¥s 
French and Brush Polish (do.) aa 7oe aia Bei 


. 
De ND et rt bt et et ee BO ND IND i et et 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 
aa OZ. ” ” ” ”> ” ” ee 

26 OZ. 55 2” »» %” » o 

32 OZ ” ” ” ” 

+ in. Rolled Plate ae ee den 

ys in. and } in. Rough Cas 

4+in. Figured — and Cathedral, Standard patterns: 


Standard Tints eae a ake “aa ‘ts aa 

do. Special Tints = ee 

tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, -Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating a ee 

3 in. Wired Cast .. aon rae oes an dan 

4 in. Georgian Wired Cast eee eee eco eae eos 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 53 x 5} X 37 in... ae 
P.B.3 7% X 72 X 3¢in.. ona aad <a 
P.B.32 74 x 73 Xx 3¢in... 
cy oo ee to match up with— 
P.B.2 a “aa 


do. 


P.B.3 ae aud aes as ‘en 

P.B.32 aaa ésn 
din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. " Quality— 

In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. poe 

5 ft. sup. 

45 ft. sup. 

me a ye 100 ft. sup. aes 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates mete 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 
both ways ... as roe aaa 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto .. des & 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto.. 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and.Sundry Glass 


eee eee eee 


Per ft. 


— et et 
=WNNe 


R=orgnos 
Cnacowoo 


— at tt — 
BOUUNSCMOCHNIONN AUN — NADU 


a 


— 


Ne 


— 


cooooFf 


CASCALD 


Seooooocongoanngon 


Per ft. super 
s. d 


NNeE 
~ 


4 


UURWE ADA HAN 
AKUun® oow nnw 


” 


owes 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 


pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super 


Description of Glass quantity. s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. <<a aaa eco «eo 3,000 
Tot ww. * aaa ese ue «a 20 
a - i ies ee aa aaa ee. 2,000 
in. “Rolled Piate . ; 
jim Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 1,000 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte 1,000 
fs in, and ¢ in. Rolled Plate or Rough _ oa . ae 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal é pee Ero , 


din. Georgian Wired Cast oa 


d. 


Phu 


J] 


10 
il 


_ 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 






























































































































































































































Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
ne error A Grade Classification A nt = 6 “= es Wik vol 
rdare .. . hrewsbury a me 
a Craftsmen ... sos ose 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 feoan ag TS 
Aainapee se Labourers ... aie Ss 3/34 3/3 3/24 3/2 Skipton UD. a 
ddiestone . oes eafor .D. 
Aldeburgh .......... ae 1 eo —, | ae Oy er Re eee 
aaieahen District "AD se alggatng ee eaveeseon ro nae J RARER oxnnecorenrivsvonreoners . Smethwick C.B.. a 
Alfreton U.D a pe : i or RT a A or Snettisham_ .......... 
oe EMMNEY no sspecnscecochcerseiven A seemed cata Lyneham (Devon). Bie peek gine ee 
Alnwick ......... i. B T CB. rs Somerset, County of ...... 
Altrincham one urton-on-Trent — rr = Macclesfield Southampton ................ 
AS gpa “ DMEM, sss nssddevunbasncnbaboxters A nanebine. “ Maidenhead . Al Southend-on-Sea Dist. aK 
maceitintn a Bury St. Edmunds... — ah Maidstone .... Al aan A 
—— - aang chante pee Sao ae Pee. (see Maltby _......... aA South Shields ae weed A 
Andover .. YTICEE — serevevereeevecrererers Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon (Essex) . Al Spalding U.D. .... ae 
Ardingly Calder Valley Gateshead ...........005 nef Malvern U.D.. -Al ES i aaa 
Arundel . se Cambridge .... Gillingham (Kent). Manchester ...... A SRAUNES: cecesceatss sist 
PRBOORS vesinssscssahtscesapanesees A2 Cannock U.D.. GI0SSOP ..eseeeeeee sees Manningtree .... Al Stamford M.B. . 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury a CPOE sy succvckersoesayaaee A Mansfield M.B. .........+ss0++ A Stantonwick 
Ashby Woulds U.D ORES A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 — cecccceeseees ---A2 Stevenage ..... : 
Ashford (Kent).......... .A2 Cardiganshire, County of tA2 fo A2 Margate .....cb..0sssecceseeseee A2 Stockport ........ sul 
Ashford (Middlesex)......... MSBUNIGIG vase sdanessacosorccavie® A Goole M.B..... Bey Market “piarborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ..... 
Ashington ..........66 hiss Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 GOBPOrt  cesecsses me PRR A Stockton-on-Tees . garage 
RRR ES ee Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B. Prey Matlock U.D. . Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 
Ashton-under-Lyne EI A Gravesend ...... coool Melksham .......... +-A2 Stoke Orchard ......... my store 
Aspatria and Brayton Castleford on Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ...... oocan Stourbridge M.B. .. 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ......-..... sees Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D. Stourport U.D. ..... and r 
SIE icine nnrescrnnccsctea A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith a Grimsby R.D. (remainder) * Mesthyr  ...0...:ccsssesee a Stowmarket ......0...-s-sess» 
Aylesby (Yorks) . CO Charmy Down ...... mas Guildford District ...........- Middlesbrough . Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ... Made 
Aylesham ........ .A2 Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough........ | Middleton ........ . Sunderland District ......... J 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.......... A Guiseley .......... uA Middlewich ...... Sunningdale ............00+--. spans 
Bake ‘ell UD. CRO Chelmsford .... A Halesowen M.B A Milford Haven . Sutton Coldfield M.B. “ 
we oD. ae Cheltenham at Halifax ..... A Morecambe ... Swaffham  ........000. A2 speec 
Barnard Castle U.D.. ae Chepstow . Al Halstead... A2 Morley ....... Swanage .. Al 
Recimiscae 0, AT Chertsey A Haresfield ... 7 IELIGEBICY ocaccscccsicccscssces Swansea ok anyw! 
Barnsley cas ear eas A Harlow ....... neous DIMMU cictniéavscusceceusances Swindon ........ Al 
Barrow-in-Furness ............A Chesterfield M.B.. coo Harpenden . ove WN PINOIE icp cekcccaiascsavceessvees Swinton U.D. ... sacue Wale: 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chestertiols RUD.......sxecccooess A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D...... Tamworth M.B. ...cccccsceecee A 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool A DIAWRIUEY  Sovsvecsides vee ie Tenterden ....... AQ 
ELL AEN A SN A2 Harwich A Newcastle-on-Tyne _......... Tewkesbury .. sit 
ee R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere ... A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven  ..cccccccsessss Kk 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _ ........ 2 New Forest District ......... Al THEMOFd ....<2.0050:- iss 
Basingstoke .............. ase RIEL Svdsapenceracsenseoreen A2 Hatfield (Herts.) ... eee Newmarket _.......00- pes | I TE vce nnnudsonsensercee A 
“5 eialanecntele gar Chorley woos Haywards Heath .. ..A2 Newport, Mon. ... ee Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... . ; 
Batley ..... ry Clacton ....... Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newport Pagnell . we! ,, North of, to Billericay A 
RNSOIAPY 5 casscspdeastnk is Al Cleethorpes .. A Henley-on-Thames a2 Newton Abbot ......... sal ike aE I ik SARE A 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clevedon Al RICPELONN ve skveaesseccscateoes A2 Northallerton Dist. A Todmorden . ie CONC 
i eae ae sae Cleveleys ..... ery. * Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B...... Tonbridge .. ee 
— ect a Clitheroe ..... A NSC REY: es cccasnsvoveceesaod A2 North Shields........ ee Torquay ..... aa —- 
Bearpark an Coalville U.D. . A Hertford ....... ee Norton Radstock . er Totnes... ner) 
Beccles A2 Cobham (Surrey). ooo Hexham U.D.. ee * DMOPWIEN: oases cs essseee ee Trowbridge... ... A2 
Bedale R.D A Colchester ....... oA Heysham .......... ae Nottingham C.B. ae Tunbridge Wells . Al 
Bedford .. A pce gaan Tr High Wycombe .. a | Nuneaton M.B............00+- A Tynemouth C.B. ... hk 
P olwyn Ba: es 2 A 
ee - Congleton a “os OB oseee 4 Gijon RUD ces iescssceesse me Asem + eae ; i 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A Consett ..... + A Hitchin ....... A ONBAT siscsssuse Be cee ee ve 
Beier WIGD.. c.nsecssosecscsaesss A | CONWAY oo-ssseeeeseees: Hoddesdon A Ormskirk ............ A | Wakefield “ 
Belton ........ met Cornwall, County of..... Horley 2 Ree aad Se aa rn Wallsend B. . me 
. Berkhamsted eas Coventry C.B, .0.cc.cccccceseees A Horsham A2 Oxtont . P ke Walsall C.B. _A 
Berrington ......... at Cranbrook ...... -A2 Horwich ..... A Oxted... ee Lis Al Walsden . JA 
Berwick District A Cranleigh ......... +-A2 ean, wae ated ce Walton-on- Al 
Berwi 2 a Crawley (ussex) 29) Hul x Paignton ..... Al Ware ...-..5.- . 
Bexhill-on-Sea tip A2 —— ” re eau Gees ae Peterborough ........ - Warminster 
- PORE. ocvee Huntingd Staff: eS % . ”? oon MEPREOND ccecunesccveressancce A 
—- de —— Crowborough A2 on metas Ce i Pickering es Warwick 7 re A 
Billing eee a“ Cuckfield A2 ~ = pabsssenpienac wae Plymouth i" A Wellington U. De . yee ea ‘A 
Billingham U.D. ret Dalton-in-Furness A Ipswich me Pontefract «.....+...00- A Wells (Norfolk) . soca 
Bilsthorpe  ....... A | Darlington District A. | Isle of Sheppey 2. Oo | Welwytt oossvercsesesesenseeeen A 
Birchington”... WAZ | Darwen wscscccccccccA | IsleofThanet....cucA2 | Porttand' Stoneyards va | Welwyn Gar. City... A 
en we wal on "ee co pariasestatsh ae Isle of Wight ... .A2 Portsmouth x — wien woiacaeees 
Bishop Auckland .........A | Derby C.B. ....... aw arian ae — A | Westcliff-on-Sea .........00 A 
Bishop’s Stortford . sci ak aia ee A2 Keighley ..... coo Preston .. A Westerham .......... «chil 
Bispham ............. ar Devon, County of . $a? eS ee ae Pudsey ....... eA Weston-super-Mare .........Al 
Blackburn ......... ae Dewsbury (eee. rm Kenilworth U.D. . so PRIBOTOUBH. ....00050seescesses A2 Weybridge. ........... er 
Blackpool ........ _A Riise? coe “A2 Kettering M.B. .... ae Radnorshire, County of  tA2 Weymouth 
Blackwell R.D. .. wart Tiss 7 "A2 Keynsham  ........+++6 ay % ee rr A2 Whitby U.D. ............ wet 
Blaydon U.D...... at Toned ae A Kidderminster M.B. ar Rayleigh .... a Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth A “LOE ae RE Nal ee A ped _— eae —_ : 0 A — ‘cihicmmeusnsbalinaanenk 
lyth .... A ie. ingskerswe oe edcar B. .... A MINED cas todccanececestecccusvose A 
ae Re 2 4 i Senay SF cenneee Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D. ........ A Wigan .... we A 
gnor ing Poole, Swanage and - ; 
Boldon U.D A Wimborne All)............ A2 oe se ee mes — and Reigate _ ee me 
Bolsover U.D A A A ate A2 naresborough U.D.......... HPON —secreesevseecees A H1INGLON — ......eescceeneseeees 
te “A KENOWIS .occccorcrccrecccccoscesAal Rochdale . mee NINE oss cdeucsaccscancsnaescaee 
oe ERS Al Daitela agen t Lancaster 5.42... base Rochester ... Al Wilts. County of -$A2 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. on M. B A Rotherham . A Winchester ....... . Al 
Eee eas A2 Dudley M.B. ppmcrae ae csestnsevebivencoeih Rugby M.B. A Windermere .. A3 
a - Dunstable a CC ed Saffron Walden .. pd Windsor and Eton Al 
Bradford-on-Avon sed Durham on Leicester C.B. ....... ek St. Albans ...... ..A | Wisbech Ad 
PRRURIDE: o..n0ssr0sioeveoen0s Bestbo a Leighton Buzzard .. AL |- St. Helens .... A | Witham ... Al . 
Breconshire, County ot. #4 RSEOOUTES _presoenernee on —a easeetee Al St. Neots.......... . A2 Woking (Di ° Ai 
Brent Knoll .......c.csse0ee: E. Glam. & Mon. Val..........A EWES oncsspessess ..A2 | Salisbury City... ‘A2_ | Wokingham 
Miatwool: \iisisssecstescats AX | East Grinstead District.A2 | [ithteid ‘Nia. A | Salisbury Plain. ‘A2_ | Wolverhampton C.B. : 
Bridli A Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. A Lincoln C.B. << id on Woodbridge ............ eA? 
Brierfield =»... “A. | Ebbw Vale & District...-0..4 Legis CB —2 | ee a | ee ce il . 
Brighouse . 53 ve —— re Liverpool | Scarborough mae A i a Bo A : 
— A | Epping oh | oe — A | Worthing mY) 
Scctnun.... "A2 RAMEE: nccavenccuconssbvessveccees A london * rs Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ......A s 
Bromsgrove UD A 4 Fakenham ...... A2 | Long Eatoi A | Sheerness Wrou; Al 
Bsc ees pK. [> Balmouths 6. cccscicstosssss tee Loughborough DEB. ccssccck Sheffield — ~—a 
Brought (Cheshire) . var Eoschom ~abe — — aadsdee ..A2 ward aa a : 
CY eeeeeeseseeecees soeeeees AVETSHAM .........0eeeeeeee ooo WESLOLE — sseeeeeeeraeeesseeeee A OCDUTYNESS soncesesccsccseeesA or 7 
*For Birkenhead. Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-—Craftsmen, 3s. 104.; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. ¢ Plus 2d. per working day. { This is the County rate ‘and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Nore. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. : 
—— 's RaATEs.—In all — gay the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
° than craft processes, 2s. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 402 
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General Purpose Buildings used as light 
engineering workshops. Brick infilling 
was carried out after erection. 


HES, 
LOW COST [Os 

DURABLE 
BUILDING 


suitable for workshops, 
garages, canteens, offices, 
store sheds, club rooms, 
and many other purposes. 
Made in 18 ft. and 15 ft. 
spans, we can erect for you 
speedily and efficiently 
anywhere in England and 
Wales. 












Write for illustrated leaf- 
let. Details of Marley 
Industrial Buildings with 
clear spans up to 4o ft. 
are also available on 
request. 






























M. ARL AY SURREY CONCRETE LIMITED, PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD, SURREY Guildford 62986 
SHURDCRETE LIMITED, SHURDINGTON, Nr. CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTER. Shurdington 334/5 

THE MARLEY TILE CO. LTD., STIFFORD RD., STH. OCKENDON, Nr. ROMFORD, ESSEX South Ockendon 2201 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS MARLEY CONCRETE, WATERLOO, POOLE, DORSET. Broadstone 626 








3 out and bring the | 
profits in. Order 
Zyour Winter 

3 stocks now! 


pnab hehe 


CANAAN 












RA 


The outstanding success of last 
season and now awarded the Seal 
of the Good Housekeeping Insti- 
tute, this fully preformed spring 
—— bronze excluder retails, 
complete with nails as follows :-— 
%& Converts Rust into a Rust Preventive Base. 10 ft. 5s. 3d., 20 ft. 9s. 11d., 50 ft. mn 9d. 
100 ft. 49s. 6d. 
Also §'’ wide for narrow rebates, 20ft. 
9s. 11d, 





% Ensures painting on Rust Free metal. 

%& Simple and Economical application by brush or 
spray. 

% Increases bond between paint and metal on 
iron, steel, aluminium and zinc. 


%& Reduces cost of mechanical cleaning combined Manufactured by 


with effective corrosion protection. : H. ROLLET & CO. LTD. 
FERRO-BETOL LTD., WESTERHAM, KENT 6 CHESHAM PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 


Telephone : Westerham 3103 LIVERPOOL - BIRMINGHAM - MANCHESTER - LEEDS 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
CONSULT 


HOPE'S 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot, lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 















SOOO 


















HOPE’S 
CONTROL 


operates all 


CABLE 
GEAR 
types of 













casement, | singly or in 
groups, from fj any required 
control* point 








Send for List No. 298 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL wane XN ornare ASSOCIATION 
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TRADE NEWS 


KIDBROOKE SCHOOL ROOFING 


The copper roofing to the main assembly 
hall of the Kidbrooke Comprehensive School 
(illustrated in our issue of August 20) was 
supplied and fixed by Frederick Braby and 
Co., Ltd., 352-364, Euston-road, NW1. 


WELDING DESIGN COURSES 


Courses on welding design, with particu- 
lar reference to structural work, will! be held 
this winter at Manchester, London, Cardiff 
and Bilston, the first three courses being a 
series of evening lectures, the final one a 
full-time one-week course. The Manchester 
course will commence on October 13, 1954, 
at the Engineers’ Club, 17, Albert-square, 
and the lectures will be held every Wednes- 
day and Thursday evening over a period of 
seven weeks. Lectures will be given by 
technical staff from the Quasi-Arc Co.,Ltd., of 
Bilston, Staffs, and the guest speaker will be 
Dr. F. Koenigsberger, of the Manchester 
College of Technology. Further details 
from the Constructional Design Department, 
the Quasi-Arc Co., Ltd., Bilston, Staffs. 


DANISH AIR FORCE CONTRACT 


Nu-Swift, Ltd., of Elland, Yorks, have 
announced the receipt by them of the first 
order for their “ Chloro-Flash ” extinguishers 
for use in aircraft of the Royal Danish Air 
Force. Charged with the new fire-fighting 
chemical, chlorobromomethane, which, 
mixed with carbon dioxide, is held under 
constant pressure, “Chloro-Flash” extin- 
guishers are understood to be particularly 
effective on extra-hazardous fires. 


DROPPING TRACTORS BY AIR 


A method of transporting supplies which 
is becoming increasingly popular with the 
United States Army and the British Army 
is by air freighter to forward airstrips. 
Many exercises have taken place recently 
in which construction plant and fighting 
vehicles have been dropped, and the US 
Army in Operation “Test Drop” dropped 
by parachute 500 tons of construction equip- 
ment to be used for clearing and making 
an airstrip. Among the machines dropped 
were several Allis-Chalmers HD 5G Tracto- 
Shovels, which are able to excavate, load 
and bulldoze. The tractor was raised off 
its pallet by felt pads under its body and 
by specially built boxes under its tracks. 
The boxes are designed to collapse upon 
the impact of landing and thus absorb the 
shock. The entire load weighs 21,000 Ib. 
An extraction *chute was first released, and 
as it passed behind the aircraft it pulled 
the tractor out of the hold. Static lines 
opened the six main 100-ft. diameter para- 
chutes as the machine fell. Within five days 
of the drop, the airstrip was capable of 
receiving C124 air transporters loaded with 
fighting equipment and troops. Mackay 
Industrial Equipment, Ltd., of Faggs-road, 
Feltham, Middlesex, are agents for the 
Allis-Chalmers. HD 5G Tracto-Shovels. 


FIRE CEMENTS 


A leaflet on their range of fire cements 
can now be obtained from J. H. Sankey 
and Son, Ltd., Aldwych House, Aldwych, 
WC2, and gives particulars of their 
“Pyruma ” and “ Aluma” fire cements and 
“Siluma” hot patching cement. 


SAW SHARPENER 
Any required hook as well as top and 
face bevels are understood to be possible 


with the motor-driven hand-operated type 
EQ/T saw sharpener and gulleter being 


THE BUILDER 


produced by Thomas Robinson and Son, 
Ltd., Railway Works, Rochdale. This unit, 
though primarily for sharpening and gullet- 
ing circular and frame saws, can be adapted 
for sharpening, planing and moulding 
cutters. It is fitted with a grinding-wheel 
guard, powered by a continuously rater SRC 
induction motor of 4 bhp; a self-contained 
dust-collector unit is also available. 


CAULKING GUN 


A new caulking gun has been introduced 
to the market by Secomastic, Ltd., 15, Upper 
Grosvenor-street, Park-lane, W1. Similar 
to some American guns which operate on 
the skeleton principle, which enables a barrel 
to be dispensed with, the “Seco” mastic 
gun differs in the respect that it can be 
used with an ordinary open-ended cartridge. 
Its advantages over the traditional type of 
hand-operated caulking gun are understood 
to be its relative cheapness and its weight 
of only 14 lb. unloaded and 24 Ib. loaded. 


CHURCH HOUSE RESTAURANT 


The Church House Restaurant, Westmin- 
ster, has recently been completely redecor- 
ated, including the installation of new 
lighting fittings throughout. The latter, 
manufactured by Falk, Stadelman and Co., 
Ltd., 91, Farringdon-road, EC1, include 
pendant lighting fittings and wall brackets 
to Falk’s “ Argus” design, with red flock 
shades to blend with the furnishings and 
at the same time produce a good level of 
glare-free, diffused illumination. The cafe- 
teria in the basement is equipped with Falk’s 
“Arun” fluorescent fittings using warm 
white lamps throughout. The clean design 
of the fittings and high level of illumination 
are arranged to suit the fast-moving cafeteria 
service. The whole of the redecoration was 
carried out for Ring and Brymer (Birchs), 
Ltd., by Heaton Tabb, Ltd. 


ACETATE FILM ADHESIVE 


A new transparent cellulose acetate film 
for lamination to paper, cardboard, wood 
and metal has recently been produced by 
the plastics department of May and Baker, 
Ltd., Dagenham, Essex, under the name of 
“ Acelon” L10—AC. It can be stuck to 
paper, cardbcard, wood and metal by the 
application of heat and pressure. It is 
claimed that at temperatures of 100 deg. 
to 125 deg. C. (212 deg. to 257 deg. F.) 
and pressures of 5 lb. to 100 Ib. per sq. in., 
“ Acelon”” L10—AC will adhere strongly to 
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wood, aluminium, cardboard, paper and 
printed matter, including heavily inked litho 
work. “Acelon” L10—AC is supplied in 
sheets 20 in. by 36 in. interleaved with 
waxed paper, or to order in rolls 36 rs 
wide, by M. and B. Plastics, Ltd., 45-47, 
Wigmore-street, W1. 


EASY-CLEAN CASEMENT HINGES 


A new range of easy-clean wooden case- 
ment hinges has been introduced to the 
market by Automatic Pressings, Ltd., Malt 
Mill-lane, Blackheath, Birmingham. Three 
types of these “ Bat” casement hinges are 
manufactured, all from mild steel strip with 
sheradised finish and brass washers and 
rivets. The light type is based on the 
British Standard hinge but with slightly 
smaller dimensions and gauge, and is made 





to meet with the requirements of the lighter 
type casement and windows. The EJMA 
heavy-type hinge, made to British Standard 
644, conforms to the British Standard Insti- 
tute’s measurements and gauge. The third 
type is of heavy gauge with an improved 
type arm which fits into the rebate of the 
casement as cut for stormproof hinges, so 
that it can be fitted on to existing casements 
without further alteration. 


IRONWORKS EXTENSION PROJECT 


An illustrated _ booklet entitled 
“Seraphim ” has been issued by the United 
Steel Companies, Ltd., 17, Westbourne-road, 
Sheffield, containing a detailed description of 
the conception, design and construction of 
the new “Seraphim ” plant of the Appleby- 
Frodingham Steel Co., Scunthorpe. This 
ironworks extension project, the result of 
ten years of research, was opened by Sir 
Archibald Forbes, chairman of the Iron and 
Steel Board, on July 29. The “Seraphim” 
plant consists of two blast furnaces, one the 
largest in Europe, and ancillary ore-prepara- 
tion and sinter plant. The project was built 
at a cost of £15m. and is expected to lift 
the works’ production of pig-iron by 600,000 
tons a year. 


LIGHT HANDLING EQUIPMENT 


A range of components from which many 
types of light handling equipment can be 
constructed on the spot are being marketed 
by Geo. W. King, Ltd., of Stevenage, Herts. 
Known as the “ Kandu” track, it is under- 
stood to be simple to use and that the sec- 
tions can be used repeatedly for the con- 
struction of such items as light-duty gantry 
and jib cranes, runways for portable tools, 
storage racks, and roller conveyors. The 
pressed steel sections are }¢ in. thick and in 
standard lengths of 10 ft. The support tubes 
can be cut to the required length and retained 
by two rivets through holes provided in the 
connection tube. The rivets are held by a 
cover tube and locking screw, and fittings 
are available~to suit any type of roof con- 
struction. A PCP light conveyor made by 
the same company has been installed in the 
transformer winding department at Reyrolles, 
Ltd., of Hebburn, Co. Durham. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—General Motors are to build 
a new plant in Australia which will be the 
third biggest outside the United States of 
America. The new works will be estab- 
lished at Dandenong, near Melbourne, in 
Victoria, and will cost nearly £A3m. with- 
out equipment costs. 


Brazil—Plans have been announced in 
Brazil for the building of two new steel 
mills. The Jafet Group announced that its 
subsidiary, the Mineracao Geral do Brasil, 
had bought land at Conselheiro Lafaiete on 
which to set up a semi-electrically operated 
steel mill to produce ferrous alloys and 
steels. It has also been announced by the 
Siderurgica Paulista Company that plans for 
their steel mill project at Piassaguera,; near 
Santos, are almost compkete. . A num- 
ber of American motor firms plan to build 
factories in Brazil during the next five 
years. The vice-president of the Studebaker 
Corporation stated recently that his com- 
pany is considering the possibility of manu- 
facturing vehicles in Brazil. The Chrysler 
Corporation has similar plans. The German 
Mercedes Benz plan for setting up a factory 
in Brazil, which was submitted to the Indus- 
trial Development Commission, has been 
returned for modifications. ... The 
National Bank for Economic Development 
is to study a project te set up plants for 
the manufacture of diesel-hydraulic loco- 
motives.... A barrage 68 metres high 
and 85 metres wide is to be built on the 
Rio Grande River, from which water wil 
be drawn to generate 400,000 kw. The 
station will be built in five stages, each 
providing 80,000 kw. of power. 


*British West Indies.—Mr. H. E. E. Lovell, 
P.O. Box 18, St. John’s, Antigua, Leeward 
Islands, BWI, is willing to represent on a 
commission basis, UK manufacturers of 
various hardware lines such as tee and butt 
hinges, wire nails, steel cut tacks, padlocks 
and other lines of builders’ hardware. 
Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to Mr. Lovell, giving 
full particulars of their products and quoting 
cif prices. Inquiries by telephone should 
be made to Chancery 4411, Ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/17997/54. 


Cuba.—The Cuban Consultative Council 
has approved a government plan to raise 
a special loan of $350m. to finance a pro- 
gramme of public works, including schools, 
hospitals and new industries. There is some 
criticism in financial circles regarding this 
move, but a number of major building 
schemes are going ahead and plans are being 
drawn up by government specialists... . 
Two petroleum companies have announced 
plans to establish oil refineries in Cuba 
costing $30m. and $20m. respectively. ... 
The executive committee of Local Urban 
and Rural Foundations, which is a govern- 
ment-sponsored body devoted chiefly to 
improvements of secondary roads, has 
announced its intention of building 3,000 km. 
of new secondary roads. . . . Proposals have 
been made to build a new maritime terminal 
at the Santa Catalina promontory in the 
Bay of Havana with three piers and ware- 
house accommodation of 15,000 ft. The 
cost will be about $400,000. 


Greece.—The Ministry of Co-ordination . 


has issued a call for tenders for the con- 
struction and operation of an oil refinery 
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with a processing capacity of 30,000 barrels 
of crude oil per day. Closing date for sub- 
mission of bids is September 20, 1954. The 
Ministry has announced that it is to engage 
an American engineering adviser to examine 
the bids and to supervise the execution of 
the project and the delivery of the equip- 
ment.... The Ministry of Industry has 
approved the setting up of a factory for the 
manufacture of electric light bulbs, electric 
fittings, radio valves, etc., by the Dutch 
firm Phillips... . Following a meeting in 
Amsterdam between the Minister of Co- 
ordination and the president of the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, a team of three representatives 
of the bank arrived in Athens recently to 
discuss a loan for Greece for the purpose 
of constructing a large nitrogen factory. 
Other industrial enterprises are also being 
examined. . . . German building enterprises 
are showing keen interest in Greek construc- 
tion projects and have offered long-term 
credits in return for contracts. 


Hungary.—Construction of a giant wine 
cellar to store 220,000 gallons has begun at 
Balatonfured, Hungary. The cellar which 
has an area of 3,000 sq. yds. is scheduled 
to be completed by next year and the cost 
is £210,000. . . . A Botanical garden of 700 
acres is to be created in Budapest by the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, at a cost 
of £45m. spread over the next 10 years. In 
the garden will be built the Central 
Biological Research Station, with biological, 
zeological and botanical institutes. The 
area selected for building and planning is in 
the Buda foothills on the north-west side 
of the city. 


Iraq.—The Iraq Development Board has 
asked an American firm to undértake an 
industrial survey of the country. The 
Development Board is to pay $75,000 and 
the Point 4 Administration $100,000 to 
cover the cost. .. . The Development Board 
has finalised its plan for several projects. 
The contract for the excavation of about 











*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
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3m. cubic metres of soil at Shamiyah 
Eastern Drain Project was awarded to a 
Dutch firm at £270,000 and for the Greater 
Musayib Scheme to an Iraqui firm at £70,000. 
The successful companies in the tender for 
the Mosul Textile Factory were an Iraqi 
firm at £601,000, and a French concern at 
£2,134,000. A Basra firm was awarded the 
contract for the construction of housing, 
electricity and water supply, drains, roads, 
etc., at the Qaiyara bitumen project at a 
price of £150,000. Names of the companies 
have not been mentioned, but information 
can be obtained from the Development 
Board. 

Syria.—Work on the new port of Lattakia, 
Syria, continues steadily, and the Yugoslav 
constructing company are confident that they 
will complete the project satisfactorily by 
the end of 1956. Plans are under considera- 
tion by the Lattakia Port Commission for 
the development of general harbour works, 
warehouses and communications. Interested 
British concerns should make direct contact 
with the chairman of the Lattakia Port 
Company at the town of the same name. 
... The first phase of the Ghab Valley 
drainage project, which is also being carried 
out by a Yugoslav company, is nearing com- 
pletion. A call for tenders for the second 
phase of this project, which will cover mainly 
the actual construction of irrigation channels 
and drainage, is expected to be issued in 
about two months’ time. Separate offers 
for earth-moving and road-building equip- 
ment will also be called for. The conclud- 
ing third phase will cover the construction 
of buildings, storage sheds, roads, electrifica- 
tion and a small hydro-electric project. 

A plan prepared for the improvement of 
Aleppo City has been approved and full 
details regarding the construction work are 
expected shortly. Meanwhile, reports have 
been circulating that a brewery is to be 
built at Aleppo by the Ministry of National 
Economy. ... A French chemical engineer 
has been delegated by the World Health 
Organisation to study the possibility of 
setting up a factory in Syria for the manu- 
facture of insecticides. The scheme has been 
initiated by the Ministry of Health and 
Public Assistance, to which all inquiries 
should be made. 


*Trinidad.—A trade fair is to be held at 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, from October 1 to 
17 this year. An attendance of over 120,000 
is anticipated. 

Interested UK firms should contact the 
show organiser at the Trinidad Trade Fair, 
Box 303, Port of Spain, Trinidad, BWI. 
Inquiries about this notice should be 
addressed to the exhibitions and fairs branch 
of the Board of Trade, Lacon House. 
Theobalds-road, WC1. Telephone inquiries 
to Chancery 4411, Ext. 436, quoting ref. 
CRE/(E and F)/442/54. 


Venezuela—At a _ recent meeting of 
managers of electricity companies in Vene- 
zuela, the President of the Venezuelan 
Development Corporation summarised plans 
for the construction of power stations. Those 
to be constructed are at San Lorenzo, Puerto 
Cabello, Marcay, and Puerto La Cruz, and 
they will serve the western, central and 
eastern parts of the country.... A recent 
statement to the Venezuelan Press now con- 
firms that a steelworks is to be established 
in the Puerto Ordaz area. A railway is to 
be built to link the steelworks with the exist- 
ing track of U.S. Steel’s railway from their 
ore mine at Cerro Bolivar to the port of 
Puerto Ordaz. This project is to come under 
the direct supervision of Colonel Llovera 
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Clean right through with 


Your work’s not really finished until you have 
cleaned up. To do that in the quickest, most 
economical way— with complete satisfaction to 
all concerned—tuse TEEPOL, Shell’s master 
detergent. It gives you maximum cleaning 


power at minimum cost, leaves every washable 


. surface fresh and spotless whether it be delicate 


paintwork or dirty floors. 
Please write for a free illustrated booklet which 


describes the many uses of TEEPOL. 
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" IMPROVED HEALTH AND 
HYGIENE AT LOWER COST 


Divisional Sales Offices: Walter House, Bedford Street, London, W.C.2, 
Tel: Temple Bar 4455. 42 Deansgate, Manchester 3. Tel: Deansgate 6451. 
Clarence Chambers, 39 Corporation St., Birmingham 2. Tel : Midiand 6954. 
28 St. Enoch Square, Glasgow, C.1. Tel: Glasgow Central 9561 

“ TEEPOL”’ is a Registered Trade Mark 
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© of Special Studies. 


' at Monay in the State of Trujillo. 
© of the equipment has already been purchased 
» from the United States. ... 
| grant has been made by the Ministry of 
' Public Works to cover earth-moving work 
’ on the Guarico irrigation scheme. .. . 

| special grant of £300,000 has also been made 
» by this Ministry to cover earth-moving work 


' Barquisime railway scheme. 
» the Puerto Cabello railway station are being 
| invited from architects, 
» foreign, resident in the country. 





| more than in the previous year. 


| works. 
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Paez, the Director of the Venezuelan Office 
It is understood that he 
js to visit the UK in the near future... . 
There are also plans in hand for the erection 
of silos of some 10,000 tons total capacity 
Some 


A £600,000 


in connection with the Puerto Cabello- 
Designs for 


Venezuelan or 


| BRICKS FOR CANADA 


The Montreal architectural firm of Jean- 
Paul Bayard and Assc, are _ interested 
in importing bricks, both general purpose 
and facing. They are prepared to receive 
quotations and samples from _ interested 
English firms. Prices to quayside, Montreal. 
Quotations should be addressed to Messrs. 
Norman Bates, c/o Jean-Paul Bayard and 
Assc. Architects, Edifice J. Donat Langelier, 
506, Rue St. Catherine Est, Montreal, Pro- 
vince of Quebec, Canada. 


| SOLAR HEATING CONFERENCE 


At a world symposium on solar energy 
to be held under the chairmanship of Mr. 


4 Lewis W. Douglas, former US Ambassador 
' to London, at Phoenix, Arizona, USA, in 


November, 1955, representatives of the con- 


- struction industries will hear reports on the 
| use of solar energy for heating water, and 
| space heating and cooling, for which several 


systems are claimed to be practicable. Ex- 


) pected to be present at the conference are 
representatives of the major centres of solar 
| energy research in the United States, and 
papers are also to be read by solar scientists 

and engineers from England, France, Ger- 
' many, India, Japan, Australia and South 
| Africa. 


NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND 


Ministry of Works spend over 
£49 million: The annual statement of the 
Ministry of Works shows that during the 
past financial year it was responsible for the 
expenditure of just over £49m., over £44m. 
In addi- 
tion, nearly £6m. was expended from the 


Public Works account by the Education 
| and Forestry Departments on education 


forest development and _ road 
Miscellaneous’ receipts and 
recoveries by the Ministry of Works during 


buildings, 


the year amounted to over £84m. 


Housing Subsidy Increased: The Govern- 
ment has announced an increase of £100 in 
the subsidies payable to local bodies on 
housing for pensioners. Previously the sub- 
sidy was one-third of the cost, with a limit 


| of £400 for a single unit and £600 for double 


units. The limit for each has now been 
raised by £100. Loan finance is still avail- 
able at low cost from the State Advances 
Corporation to meet the balance of the 


capital cost. 


Galvanised Iron Restrictions Lifted: 
All remaining restrictions have been lifted 
on the use of galvanised iron. A year ago 
galvanised iron was freed from control 
when used as roofing and it may now be 
used for all purposes, including fencing and 
wall-building. 
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Scots Housing: New Approach 


(THE time has now come for all Scottish 
local authorities to draw up compre- 
hensive housing policies for their districts, 
embracing not only new building but also the 
improvement of living conditions in existing 
houses, particularly in houses to let. These 
policies should “regulate their housing 
activities over a period of years.” 

In particular, local authorities must within 
one year from August 30 submit proposals 
for dealing with houses in their district 
which they consider unfit for human habita- 
tion or which, in their opinion, ought to 
be included in a clearance area. “ The Sec- 
retary of State believes that generally pro- 
gress with the building of new houses is 
such that local authorities should be able 
to begin slum clearance on a substantial 
scale.” 

These points are made in a new Depart- 
ment of Health circular (No. 48/1954), which 
says that this new approach should be easier 
in the light of the new powers and financial 
assistance available to local authorities under 
the Housing (Rent and Repairs) (Scotland) 
Act, 1954, which came into force on 
August 30. 

The circular recognises that in many areas 
new building must remain the first priority. 
But it stresses the contribution which can 
be made by preserving and improving old 
property. Attention is also drawn in the 
circular to the possibility of making arrange- 
ments with the private owners of houses for 
setting up common waiting lists and schemes 
for the exchange of tenancies. 

Specifically, councils are asked to review 
the housing situation in their areas and make 
plans not only for new building but also: 

To clear the slums as quickly as 
possible. 

To make the slums more habitable in 
any interim period before they are cleared. 

To encourage the repair and preserva- 
tion of existing property. 

To encourage private owners to bring 
old property that is structurally sound 
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up to modern standards with the help of 

improvement grants, and to take similar 

action themselves. And lastly, 

To try to make arrangements with the 
private owners of houses to let for setting 
up common waiting-lists and schemes for 
exchange of tenancies. 

“Effective arrangements” will mean that 
“people can be satisfactorily housed 
sooner” and that “the financial burden 
imposed on local authorities by new build- 
ing can be substantially reduced.” 


Council House Rents 


THE average rent of a permanent council 
house in Scotland last November was 9s. 9d. 
per week, or £25 6s. Id. per year. This was 
an increase of about 7d. per week, or 30s. 
per year, over the average at November, 
1951. For council houses built since the 
war the average rent last November was 
lls. 84d. per week, or £30 8s, 8d. per year, 
an increase of about 34d. per week, or 
15s. 9d. per year, on the average of two 
years before. During the same period the 
average rent of council houses built before 
the war increased from about 8s. 4d. a week, 
or £21 14s. 4d. a year, to approximately 
8s. 7id. per week, or £22 8s. Sd. a year. 
These figures, which exclude rates and 
rebates, are contained in a White Paper, 
“Rents of Houses Owned by Local 
Authorities in Scotland, 1953,” published on 
August 27 (HMSO, price Is. 9d.) by the 
Department of Health for Scotland. 


Architectural Photography 


Tue deplorable indifference to our national 
heritage of old buildings was commented on 
by Mr. Ian Finlay, when he opened an exhi- 
bition of architectural photography in Scot- 
land, in the RIAS Rooms, 15, Rutland- 
square, Edinburgh, on August 21. 

“J don’t think we can do too much te 
stimulate interest in Scottish architecture 
because the indifference to it is quite astound- 
ing. It seems to me that an exhibition such 
as this is the best weapon you can use to 
fight the Philistines—to put before them 
photographs and drawings of old architec- 
ture, and of new styles you are convinced 
are the right ones.” 

Scotland, added Mr. Finlay, was extra- 
ordinarily fortunate in her young architects 
—he did not mean simply in years but for- 
ward-looking architects. There was a very 
great respect for them outside the borders 
of Scotland to-day. 

Presiding at the opening, Mr. Eric Hall, 
chairman of the associate and student section 
of the Edinburgh Architectural Association, 
which has organised the exhibition, described 
the fact that the exhibitors had found 
nothing to inspire them in “ our rather stark, 
modern buildings” “as a slap in the face” 
to them, as architects. 

Only four of the 67 photographs, it was 
stated, were of buildings later than 1906. 
The exhibition also includes a group of 
photographs of romantic Scottish architec- 
ture from the collection of the Scottish 
National Buildings Record. 


New Prestwick Site 


SiR Patrick DOoLiaNn, chairman of the 
Scottish Advisory Council for Civil Aviation, 
on August 20, said that people who thought 
a better site was available than the one 
selected for the new Prestwick Airport ter- 
minal buildings should submit their ideas 
to the Scottish Aerodromes Board and the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation for consideration. 
His council’s inspection of progress on the 
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development of the new runway and terminal 
buildings was for the purpose of getting 
information and not with a view to reaching 
a decision. 


Sir Patrick also said that there had been 
more consultations with local and other 
authorities regarding the development of 
Prestwick than with any other subject con- 
nected with aviation for the last 30 years. 
The construction of the terminal buildings 
would not begin until 1956. 


Progress by National Trust 


THE Executive Committee of the National 
Trust for Scotland heard progress reports 
at their meeting at Edinburgh on August 16 
on properties held by the Trust at Dunkeld, 
Killiecrankie and South Queensferry. The 
cost of restoration work on six old houses 
at Dunkeld has been estimated at_ over 
£9,000. The Executive Committee approved 
expenditure for further improvement at the 
Trust’s property at the Pass of Killiecrankie. 


The Earl of Wemyss and March, chair- 
man, drew attention to a substantial increase 
in membership. Recruitment had risen from 
an average of 18 per week in March to 66 
in May, June and July, but Lord Wemyss 
pointed out that a further 650 members 
were required by the middle of next month 
to achieve their target of 2,000 new members 
in six months. 


Atomic Station Borings 


AT Dounreay, where Britain’s new atomic 
energy station is to be constructed, the 
engineers have finished taking borings in the 
area where the huge dome to contain the 
atomic plant will be built. It is understood 
that the borings were about 40 ft. deep and 
that they were satisfactory. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


_ Blairgowrie.—Cannery belonging to Smedley, Ltd., 
is to be demolished and rebuilt as a factory 50 to 
80 per cent. bigger. Production in the rebuilt cannery 
is expected to begin in May or June, 1955 

lasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of reconstruction and additions for the Archdiocese 
of Glasgow to be carried out at Silverfir-st. The 
architects are Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (F&A), 
Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., Glasgow. 

lasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
offices and showrooms for the Corpn.’s Housing and 
Works Dept. The architects are the City Department, 
266, George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Pollockshaws-rd. he archi- 
tects are John Laird & Son (F&A), 87, St. Vincent- 
st., Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Dean of Guild Court have granted 
permission for Mr. R. W. Taylor to erect a public 
garage and filling station at 42-44, East Hamilton-st. 
The building will include an office, store and vehicle 
show space. 

Greenock.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
plans by Corpn. to erect 48 houses in the vicinity of 
East Shaw-st. and Sir Michael-st. as stage two of 
scheme to rebuild in the central area of the town. 

Greenock.—The Scottish Special Housing Associa- 
tion have been granted permission by Dean of Guild 
Court to build 122 houses of the Atholl type at 
North-West Larkfield. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by their own staff of 
engineers have been approved for new extensions, 
etc., to the Finnart Garage to be erected at Robertson- 
st. for John Stevenson Thomson & Sons, Ltd., by that 
firm’s direct labour department. 

Forfarshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 176 
houses to be erected at a Dundee site at The Mains 
of Fintry. The architect is J. Austen Bent (A), 15, 
Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Inverness-shire.—Plans to be prepared for addi- 
tions and alterations, etc., to the Hotel, Nairn. The 
architect is Hamish Paterson (F), 17, The Queensgate, 
Inverness. 

hire.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Church of Scotland’s new halls to be erected at Main- 
st., Calderbank. The architects and quantity sur- 
veyors are James Davidson & Son (FRIBA, FSD, 
6, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their own staff 
architects have been approved for alterations and 
additions at the Clydesdale-st. Tube Works,, Mossend, 
Coatbridge, to be erected by Stewart & Lloyd, Ltd., 
41, Oswald-st., Broomielaw, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
William Evans & Co. (Scotland), Ltd., Ditton-rd., 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 


etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 or ie 
S.. -d. 

1st ns ae an jae 41 3 

y)y ig jn ee 53 

3rd - cn <- oF 82 6 

4th _ re ce) Oe 110 0 

5th Gia 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) a as re 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ny ee 


w we 
we 
2 Pe 














Wednes, Leeds, for sawmills, etc., to be erected at 
Easterhouse. The architect is G. Alwyn Goundy, 26, 
Hall-st., St. Helens, Lancashire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their own staff of 
architects have been approved for three blocks of 
houses, of four police houses each, to be erected at 
Braehead site by MacTaggart & Mickel, Ltd., 127, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
scheme of maisonettes, business premises and garages, 
etc., to be erected at Westwood housing site, section 
two, by-East Kilbride Development. Their architect 
is Frank Scott (L), Terrence House, East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are to be prepared for ‘scheme 
of 88 houses for Lanarkshire CC to be erected for 
Development One of the Meadowhead housing district. 
The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Newbattle.—Plans prepared and approved for 249 
houses on a Midlothian housing site. The architect is 
J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, 
Edinburgh. 











THE WINDSOR 
MOSAIC 
FLOOR 


e Seasoned Oak 

e Cheaper than any other 
Hardwood floor 

e Available now 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
willie. Langham 2256 


F. Barber & Son Ltd. 

Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 
Coventry Tile Co. Ltd. 

Flooring (North Staffs) Ltd. 
Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconello Ltd. 

Leeds Floorcraft Co. 

Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 

London Flooring Co. (Reading) Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

N. Wales Floorings 

Sherwoad Floors Ltd., Nottingham 
South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Tegula Floors Ltd. 

Walkers (Hove) Ltd. 

Wecando (Aincoln) 


Patent 
Number 
544228 
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ALUMINIUM IN BUILDING 
Proceedings of 1953 Symposium 
[From a Correspondent] 


THE proceedings of the Symposium on 

Aluminium in Building, held in Lon- 
don in June, 1953, have now been published 
(price 4s.) by the Aluminium Development 
Association, 33, Grosvenor-street, London, 


The first two papers provided a survey 
of aluminium in building from the separate 
points of view of the architect. and the 
designer and craftsman; the third paper 
dealt with the specific applications of 
aluminium in roofing and cladding. 


The response to the discussion on the 
third paper also included replies to many 
points that had been raised throughout the 
day. These published proceedings have 
particular value in that the discussion as 
printed takes into account contributors’ 
further thoughts, and that the replies. also 
are reconsidered in the light of the full 
discussion. 


The discussion was particularly encourag- 
ing in the lively interest expressed by archi- 
tects and the building industry in the future 
possibilities for aluminium in their fields. 
This interest was repeated in the exhibition 
staged partly in the Association’s head- 
quarters and partly on an adjacent site 
which attracted many visitors over the four 
days in which it was open. Many tech- 
nical inquiries subsequently received by the 
Association’s consultant staff are the direct 
outcome of this symposium and exhibition. 


Membership of CIDA 


AT A RECENT MEETING of the council of 
the Aluminium Development Association it 
was decided that an invitation should be 
accepted to join the Centre International de 
Developpement de 1’Aluminium. 


It may be recalled that CIDA was set up 
some three years ago at the suggestion of 
OEEC, and it is constituted of five countries 
at present, namely France, Italy, Switzer- 
land, Germany and Austria. It has the 
fundamental aim of furthering the future 
development of aluminium by discussing 
problems of common interest among the 
participating organisations. The Secre- 
tariat of CIDA is located in Paris, at the 
offices of l’Aluminium Francais, under a 
governing committee, the chairmanship of 
which is held by Monsieur Dumas of the 
same organisation. 

The work has been carried forward 
through five committees established in 1951, 
namely on architecture, transport, chemical 
applications, electrical engineering and pub- 
licity. It is understood ‘that a technical 
committee on standards was set up at the 
end of 1953. 


STEEL BUS SHELTERS 


A range of bus shelters, made from mild 
steel rolled sections and consisting of units 
with the upper part glazed and the Icwer 
part filled with 14-gauge plate panels, are 


being marketed by the Crittall Manufactur- . 


ing Co., Ltd., 210, High Holborn, WC1. 
The units are coupled with stee] tubes em- 
bedded in concrete, and additional length 
can be obtained by adding units as required. 
These basic units are similar to the standard 
panels which have been supplied by the 
firm for internal sub-division in offices and 
factories. 
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—it’s only Travis & Arnold’s idea of the 
quickest and easiest way of serving customers. 
It’s a pity that timber and building materials, too, 
are not designed by flying experts. They take a 
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is as brisk as fifty years of serving good 
customers can make it, and as up-to-date and 
friendly as you like it. Travis & Arnold have 
branches throughout the country with keen 
and helpful men to serve you at every one of them. 
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by the 16 BRANCHES NéEwsury, NORTHAMPTON, PETERBOROUGH, PORTSLADE, RUGBY, SOUTHAMPTON and SUTTON BRIDGE (Lincs.) 
ces and HEAD OFFICES: TRAVIS & ARNOLD LTD., NORTHAMPTON. TELEPHONE 4990/7. JOHN EEDE BUTT & SONS, LITTLEHAMPTON. TELEPHONE 1 




















WARER iI Ie 


i ee ee 


LAMINATED PLASTICS 




























AND FOR 





fixtures. 


A new booklet just published, ‘ Installing 
Warerite Laminated Plastics’, is particularly 
intended to help Builders and Shopfitters 
in the installation of 
WARERITE products. 
Please write for a copy 
and for sample set of 
WARERITE patterns, 
colour textures and 
wood prints. 








WARERITE LIMITED - WARE - 


HERTS - Tel WARE 502 


THE BUILDER 


THE SHOPFITTER 


WARERITE Limited offer a complete service to Builders 
and Shopfitters. WARERITE Veneers and Panels are for 
those who are equipped and prefer to undertake them- 
selves the specialist work of fabricating and veneering 
to plywood and similar core materials. WARERITE 
Veneered Boards are also available in standard sizes 
or to specification, and can be cut to shape ready for 
installation on the site or for use as components of 


WARERITE Panels 


4” solid plastics panels 
mainly used for wall sur- 
faces erected in plastics or 
metal beadings. 





WARERITE 
Veneered Boards 


Structural materials. Con- 
sist of WARERITE Ven- 
eers bonded to plywood or 
blockboard cores. Usually 
2” or similar thicknesses. 





ARE MADE FOR THE BUILDER 


WARERITE 


Handy Panels 


WARERITE Veneers ready« 
bonded to 4mm. plywood. 
Suitable for covering existii 
wooden tops, using norm 
wood-to-wood glue jointing 


technique. 


WARERI IIE 


REGO. TRADE MARK 


LAMINATED PLASTICS 





A Product of Bakelite Limited 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (T) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 8. 

*;Southampton CBC.—Conversion of Brownhill 
House, Lower Brownhill-rd., Brownhill, Millbrook. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by September 27. 


SEPTEMBER 11. 
*|Durham CC.—(a) Proposed boiler house, (b) in- 
stallation of central heating and DH water system, at 
Belrnont CE (Controlled) School. County A, Durham. 


; SEPTEMBER 13. 

Birmingham TC.—17 shops, 18 flats and office 
accommodation. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, City A, 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 20. 

*+Bucks CC. — Additions, Wooburn County 
Secondary School. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2. 
Tenders by October 11. - 

*| Worcs. CC.—Development of county high school, 
Redditch. County A. Dep. £5 5s. 


: SEPTEMBER 14. 

*tAbingdon BC.—54 flats at Wootton-rd.  F. 
Russell Cox, FRIBA, The Blanket Hall, Witney. 
Dep. £2 2s 

*'Beds CC.—New fire station, Luton. 
Bedford. 

*tEssex CC.—Dovercourt Hill Secondary School, 
Harwich. County A, Chelmsford. 

*tIslington MBC.—15 dwellings at Tollington Park 
(Sedgley House extension), TC. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by October 18. 

*}Smethwick CBC.—218 houses at Lyttleton Hall 
estate, West Bromwich. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by October 25. 


County A, 


SEPTEMBER 15. 
*'Mitcham BC,—Public conveniences at 
Lodge-ave. BE&S. Tenders by October 4. 
*tNewton Abbot UDC.—10 flats and four shops, 
etc., 11 old People’s bungalows and 18 garages, 
Buckland housing estate. C, Lunn, S, 18, Devon-sq. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


South 


SEPTEMBER 17. 

‘Durham Cty. Police Authy.—40 semi-detached 
police houses; four senior officers’ houses; one de- 
tached house and four garages, on four sites. G. R. 
Clayton, FRIBA, Court-la., Durham. 

*Sutton and Cheam BC.—Demolition of greenhouse 
and construction of new structure, Seears Park 
nursery. BE&S. 


SEPTEMBER 18. 

*Billericay UDC.—3 shops and 3 maisonettes, Kath- 
iz Ferrier-cres., Pound-la. site, Laindon. S. Dep. 

2s. 

*tDurham CC.—PC items, additional practical 
rooms, Houghton-le-Spring grammar school; new 
grammar school, Consett, and new modern school, 
Newton Aycliffe. County A, Durham. 

tNewtown and _ Lianidloes RDC.—11 houses at 
Caersws. W. B. Bond, FRICS, Windsor House, 49, 
Calthorpe-rd,, Edgbaston, Birmingham. Dep. £2 2s. 

Truro City C.—29 houses at Malabar housing 
scheme, section 3. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWillenhall UDC.—16 flats at Clarkes-la. estate. 
: E. Bannington (A), Architect, Town Hall. Dep. 

3s. : 

SEPTEMBER 20. 

*tWest Riding of Yorkshire CC.—Names of those 
wishing to tender for major building works for CC. 
County A, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 


SEPTEMBER 21. 
*St. Helens CBC.—Two houses for senior police a 
Prescot-rd./King’s-rd. M. Ward, BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 23. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Rectifier sub-station at South- 
cote-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 


SEPTEMBER 25. 
*Altrincham BC.—Public health depet. BS. Dep, 


SEPTEMBER 27. 
_ *Basingstoke BC.—Convenience and shelter, Wort- 


ing-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 
*Ealing BC.—Slipper baths and laundry, South 
Ealing. BE. Dep. £2 

County A, 


*Flintshire CC.—School, Prestatyn. 
Liwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 
— CC.—Modern school, Prestatyn. County 


*Wrexham BC.—80 dwellings, Queen’s Park estate. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


. SEPTEMBER 238. 
*Lincola CC.—Alterations and additions to Slea- 
ford Police Station. County A, Sleaford. 


SEPTEMBER 30. 
*Luton BC.—14 flats at Bailey-st./Park-st. junction. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 2. 

*Selby UDC.—Six shops with flats over and 13 
garages, Stainer Wood estate. Blenkinsopp and 
ee architects, Clifton-chbrs., Park-st. Dep. 

S. 
OCTOBER 4. : 

*Middleton BC.—Seven shops and five maisonettes 
on Hollin estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 

Sedgefield RDC.—Six shops with flats over at West 
Cornforth; 10 shops with flats over at Trimdon 
Village. R. P. Burton, Clerk to C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stone RDC.—50 houses at Blythe Bridge. Hollins, 
Jones and Oldacre, architects, Lloyds Bank-chbrs,, 
Newcastle. Dep. £2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 10. 
West Riding of Yorkshire CC.—County A. 


rials.) 

SEPTEMBER 18. 

Conway BC.—Demolition work near site of ‘‘ The 
Beacons,’” Morfa, Conway. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 20. 

_ *Luton BC.—{a) Ironmongery; (b) coloured grano- 
lithic flooring, for 175 houses on the Ramridge (No. 
2) estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s, 

*Wigan CBC.—BE. (Materials.) 
SEPTEMBER 21. 

_*West Riding of Yorkshire CC.—Engineering ser- 
vices at new multiple clinic, Corporation-st., Morley- 
County A, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 

SEPTEMBER 28. 
*Iiford BC.—Screen fencing at various housing 
estates. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


(Mate- 








A decorative 
and 
waterprooting 
treatment 
for concrete 


and cement 


rendering 





STIC B 


PAINT SALES LTD. 


47 Whitehall, London, S.W.1 
Telephone: WHitehall 9958 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 16. 
Banstead UDC.—Making-up of Ruden-way (approxi- 
mate length 1,200 yds.). a Dep. £2 2s. 


S 18, 

Winchester TC.—Water main at Sarum-rd., Win- 

chester. City Water E. Dep. £ 3 
SEPTEMBER 20. 

Coalville UDC.—Abour 1,150 yds. sewer at Mel- 

bourne-rd., Ravenstone. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 22. : 

Leicester City C.—About 3,500 sq. yds. r.c, carriage- 
way; about 350 lin. yds. pipe sewers. City S. Dep. 
£3 Us. 

SEPTEMBER 27. 

Newtown and Lianidloes RDC.—About 840 yds. 
sewers, and sewage disposal works, at Carno. Ww. 
Herbert Bateman & Ptars., consulting engineers, 1, 
Chapel-row, Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 

North Devon Water Board.—Contract No. 41a, 
mainlaying from Colleton Mills to Burrington; con- 
tract No. 58a, mainlaying from Bere Alston to Bere 
Ferrers; contract No. 60b, construction of r.c. 250,000- 


galls. seservoir near Ivyhouse Cross, Broadwood- 
widger. Rofe & Rafferty, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 29. ; 

Filey UDC.—400,000-galls. r.c. reservoir and 
ancillary works at Rosedale. D. H. Moore, MICE, 12, 
Valley Bridge-par., Scarborough. Dep. £2 2s. 

Herts. CC.—Reconstruction of bridge over New 
River, Essex-rd., Hoddesden. Reconstruction and 
strengthening of bridge over railway at Port Hill. 
County S, Hertford. 

SEPTEMBER 30. 

Norwich City C.—Roads and sewers on Tuckswood 

estate second extension. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 4. 

Luton RDC.—About 1,950 lin. yds. sewers, 1,410 
lin. yds. mains, pumping station and sewage disposal 
works, at Barton-in-the-Clay. Dep. £5 5s. 

OCTOBER 18. see 

Middlesex CC.—Four circular r.c. sludge digestion 
tanks, each of about Im. galls. capacity, with pump- 
ing stations, pipelines and appurtenant works, to 
complete stage 1, contract No. EMD 4. J. D. and 
D. Watson, MM.ICE, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—FLats.—Two blocks of flats, totalling 
54 homes, are to be built by BC at Moodkee-st. at a 
cost of £139,400. 

Biggin Hill.—Cuurcu.—Plans for a new church at 
Biggin Hill to replace the present corrugated-iron 
structure are being prepared by Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, FRIBA, 3, Field-court, Gray’s Inn, WC1. 

Carshalton.—FLats.—Six council flats 
maisonettes are to be built at the junction of Wrythe- 
la. and Muschamp-rd., Carshalton. 

East Ham.—Esrate DeveLopMENT.—MH&LG_has 
agreed to BC entering into a contract with Elm Park 
Development Co. for the purchase of an estate_and 
the erection of 306 dwellings on the New Elm Park 
estate, Hornchurch. The cost of the project is 
£580,747, and Essex CC has forwarded planning con- 
sent to the development, for which plans are being 
prepared by Architectural Aids, Ltd,, 54, South Side, 
Clapham Common, SW4. 

Edgware.—SYNAGOGUE AND PRIMARY SCHOOL.—Pro- 
posals for the development of the 24-acre site at Hale- 
la., Edgware, as a mew synagogue and primary school 
have been made by the Jewish Secondary Schools 
Movement, of which Rabbi Dr. S. Schonfeld is the 
principal. The project will be carried out in stages 
over several years. 

Edmonton.—Houses, FLATS AND BUNGALOWS.—BC 
are to proceed with the erection of 400 houses, flats 
and bungalows on a 3l-acre site between the Great 
North-rd. and Mutton-la., north of Ganwick Corner, 
Potters Bar. MH&LG permission has already been 
given, and the scheme will be carried out in four 
stages within a period of about three years. 
project 1s to include 240 three-bedroom houses, 120 
two-bedroom houses and 40 chalet-bungalows and 
flats, all of two storeys. Tottenham BC have also 
been given TP permission to develop 20 acres near 
The Causeway and Coopers Lane-rd., Potters Bar. 

Iiford.—APPoINTMENT,—IC are recommended to 
approve the appointment of Walter W. Green & Ptnr., 
163, High-rd., N22, as quantity surveyors for the 
construction of the proposed new workshop and stores 
accommodation. 

Lewisham.—INDooR Sports ARENA.—LCC town 
planning approval is being sought for the proposed 
erection by South-Eastern Estates, 359, Lewisham 
High-st., SE13, of an indoor sports arena on a site 
in Lewisham High-st., at present occupied by nine 
shops and 24 houses. The scheme, which has an esti- 
mated cost of about £2 million, will include an 
8,000-ft. arena, skating rink and dance hall, and there 
will also be an underground car park and facilities 
for televising shows. 

Shoreditch.—Factory FLats.—Proposals have been 
made by the Haberdashers Co. (Livery Company), 1, 
Vintners-pl., Upper Thames-st., EC4, for the erection 
of a building of “‘ flatted’’ factories on a site at 
East-rd. and Chart-st,, on the Aske charity estate. The 
scheme will be for five factories of four or five storeys 
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each, providing about 3,000 sq. ft. of working space 
on each floor. Planning approval in principle has 
been given, and work is expected to start within the 
next few months. The factories will have a central 
boiler house to heat all units and there will be a 
communal canteen. Construction will be in reinforced 
concrete with brick facing, and the architects for the 
scheme are Stock, Page and Stock, Fanshaw House, 
Fanshaw-st., Nl. Other ‘‘ flatted ’’ factory schemes 
are being discussed for elsewhere in London, and the 
LCC have acquired large areas of industrial land pend- 
ing a report. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Planning Com. recommend _ that 
market side of Peel-st. be converted into central bus 
stn. 

Barnsley.—Circuit Managements Assoc., Ltd., pro- 
pose reconstruction of Gaumont Theatre.—PC Coun- 
cil of Ardsley Parish Church propose dual-purpose 
church and social building at Kendray estate. 

Birmingham.—Latch & Batchelor, Ltd., Hay Mills, 
Birmingham 25, propose erection of new offices. 


Blyth.—Preparations under way to commence build- 


ing by Electricity Brd. of super power stn. It will 
take about eight years to complete. Cost, it is re- 
ported, will be several million pounds. L. J. Couves 


& Partners, FF.AARIBA, Carliol House, Market-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are preparing plans. 

Blyth.—Plans approved for proposed brazing shop 
in Back Sussex-st., for J. B. Bilton & Co., copper- 
smiths, brassfounders, etc. Cty. Plan. Officer offered 
no objection to TC’s development plans for Gordon- 
rd. area where it is proposed to erect 162 houses on 
15-acre site. Early start expected. Plan. Officer also 
approved erection of 41 houses in Laverock Hall-rd., 
for 

Boldon Colliery—MoW granted building licence 
amounting to £23,000 for erection of new premises 
for Boldon Colliery, North-rd. Social Club; however, 
modified scheme is to be prepared, to cost about 
£15,000. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bolton.—EC approved draft plans for assembly 
hall and two classrooms as first stage of White Bank 
cty. prim. sch.—BC approved plans, extensions to 
premises at Manchester-rd., for Pilot Works, Ltd.; 
extension to repair and maintenance depot at Asher- 
st., for T. Hodgkiss; extensions and alterations to 
garage and showroom at Crompton-way, for Central 
Garage (Bolton), Ltd. 

Bootle.—BC to negotiate contract with W. B. Clare, 
“* Tilston,’’ Childwall Prior-rd., for erection of 29 
dwellings. 


Border.— RDC approved plans for light engineering 
works at Brampton, for Gulstad Manufacturing Co.. 
Ltd., Tweed Mill, Brampton. 

Bradford.—TC approved layout and estimate for 
erection of slipper baths at Akam-rd., £21,000 est.— 
City A to prepare plans for additional bathroom 
and lavatory accommodation at Drewton-st. day con- 
tinuation sch. 

Cambois (Northumberland).—Dene Cinemas, Ltd., 
59, Grey-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, negotiating for pur- 
chase of former. Bridge-st. Methodist Church, for 
conversion into cinema. 

Chester.—RDC to consider revised layout for aged 
persons’ bungalows at Christleton. 


Chesterfield.—RDC approved plans for alterations 
and additions to the Elm Tree Inn, Chesterfield-rd., 
Heath, for Mansfield Brewery Co., Ltd.; new club- 
room off Top-rd., Calow, for Coal Industry Welfare 
Organisation. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC to erect 28 old people’s 
houses at Cross-st., Sacriston. F. Bowman, A., 
Estate Office, Birtley. 

Chester-le-Street—RDC to erect block of three- 
storey flats in ‘‘ Orlit ’’ construction near Lansbury- 
dr., Birtley. No contracts let. Council’s A, F. Bow- 
man, Estate Office, Durham-rd., Birtley.—William 
Leech, Ltd., builders and contractors, 2, Clayton-st., 
Newcastle, to erect semi-detached houses at Boundary 
Houses.—Council’s A to prepare scheme for erection 
of houses on Birtley Town site. 


Coventry.—Hospital Management Com. (S. C. Hill, 
Secretary) propose erection of new clinic, kitchens 
and ward. blocks at Stoney Stanton-rd.—1C con- 
sidering construction of Winter Gardens. 


Coventry.—PC Council propose rebuilding of Christ 
Church at Frankpledge-rd. overlooking Whitley Com- 








mon. Architects, A. Gardner & Partners. 
Coventry. 
Dorking.—RDC submitted to Cty. T. & P. Com. 





layout for 46 semi-detached houses, four flats and 12 
bungalows at Bennets Wood, Capel. 


Easington (Durham).—North-Eastern Elec. Brd., 
Sunderland, to build service centre at Middle-st., 
Blackhall. 


Easington.—RDC seek loan sanction £118,520 for 
erection of 74 houses at Wheatley Hill and South 
Hetton. R. R. Lumsden, RDC S. 


Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC Hsg. A preparing 
we for erection of another 72 houses by direct 
jabour. 


Gateshead.—Plans for six police houses in Ventner- 
gdns. have been approved. G. S. Winters, BS 


Gateshead.—New Christian Science Church to be 
built in Harlow. Architects, A. H. Fennell & Co., 


Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 
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Gateshead.—GSW Urban Development Assoc., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, to build eight houses in Calder- 
wood-rd. Architects, A. H. Fennell & Co., Bridge 
End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street, Durham. 4 

Gosforth.—_UDC 5S, C. Wyld, to report on sites 
available for erection of council houses. 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans for rebuilding fac- 
tory at rear of Cardale-st., for W. H. Foster & Sons, 
Ltd. 

Hexham.—RDC’s plan for erection of new Council 
Chamber to cost £16,000 still in sketch plan stage. 
Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
Newcastle. 

Hexham.—RDC to build dwellings for old people at 
Riding Mill and Newbrough; also 40 houses at Cor- 
bridge. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood- 
st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Kendal.—TC propose conversion of Abbot Hall 
Mansion as art gallery and have appointed Sir Hubert 
Worthington, 178, Oxford-rd., Manchester, as archi- 
tect to prepare estimate. 

Kidderminster.—TC approved plans, church hall at 
Bredon-ave., for Worcester Diocesan Brd. of Finance. 
—Extensions to factory at Green-st., for T. & A. 
Naylor, Ltd. 

Lancs.—EC seek loan £265,249 for Phase 1 of Pad- 
gate Training College. 

Leigh.—TC approved plans for petrol filling stn. 
near Robin Hood Farm, St. Helens-rd., for County 
Motors (Leigh), Ltd.—Robert Brown, Mesnes-st., 
Wigan, purchased Theatre Royal, for conversion as 
modern dance hall. 

Liverpool.—J. Langdon & Sons, Ltd., Duke-st., 
propose large new premises at Bailey-st. and Cum- 
mings-st., Liverpool. Architects, Willink & Dod, 
Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool. 

Macclesfield.—RDC propose 84 houses and shops 
in Henshall-rd. area, Bollington.—Methodist Circuit 
propose erection of Church and Sunday-school on 
Weston estate. 

Manchester.—Follows & Bates, Ltd., Froxmer-st., 
Gorton, propose single-storey extension to factory. 
Architects, Naylor, Sale & Widdows, St.‘Mary’s Gate, 
Derby.—B. Jaquiss & Sons, Ltd., Regal Works, Gor- 
ton-rd., West Gorton, propose single-storey extension 
to factory. Architect, Clifford Wild, 51, King-st., 
Manchester.—Marshall Weatherproofing Co., Ltd., 
propose erection of factory and offices on_ site 
bounded by Rochdale-rd., Tebbutt-st., Back-st., 
Georges-rd. and Pilling-st., Manchester 4. Architects, 
Leach, Rhodes & Walker, 90, Deansgate, Manches- 
ter 3.—A. M. Matheson, Ltd., propose erection of 
block of six flats between 45 and 47, Edge-la., Chorl- 
ton-cum-Hardy. Architects, Eric Levy, 32, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Murray & Charleton, Ltd., Mar- 
ton-rd., to erect offices, showrooms, garage and fill- 
ing stn. to replace temporary premises in Acklam- 
rd., Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—J. Newhouse, Ltd., to _ erect 
another storey at their departmental store in New- 
port-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—Hsg. Com. to carry out £44,000 
scheme for erection of eight shops and 16 flats at 
Berwick Hills. BE, J. A. Kenyon. 

Middlesbrough.—Site near Acklam Cemetery to be 
used by TC for erection of crematorium. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to abandon Lloyd-st. depot 
and BE to prepare plans and estimates for central 
depot at refuse disposal works. 

Millom.—Cumberland CC propose adaptation of 
“*The Croft,’’ Kirkstanton, as home for aged, 
£14,000 est. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle, to prepare layout plans for erec- 
tion of 33 houses in Hill-st. clearance area. 
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N le-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 
‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., has received sanction from 
MH to erect six staff cottages at Dovenby Hall 
Hospital, at £12,234. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Oswald § Sons, 68, North. 
umberland-st., architects for roposed £680,000 
bottling factory to be built in Hill-st. clearance area, 
for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. 

Newton Aycliffe (Co. Durham).—Plans approved for 
proposed community hall to seat 300 people, for 
Aycliffe Development Corp. A, G. A. Goldstraw, 
Chief A to Corp. 

Notts.—EC received Min. approval for inclusion of 
following in 1955/6 schools programme.—Eastwood 
sec. tech., £157,000; Mansfield sec. tech., £156,939; 
second instalment Mansfield College of FE, £118,000; 
second instalment Sutton-in-Ashfield sec., Stanton Hill, 
£89,669; Radcliffe-on-Trent sec. mod., £88,220; New 
Balderton sec. mod., £61,765; Arnold, Redhill sec, 
mod., £59,040; Worksop, Kilton Hill prim., £44,968; 
Calverton prim., £44,968; Beeston. Sunnyside Farm 
prim., £44,928; Selston Commonside prim., £29,887; 
Mansfield Ethel Wainwright jun., £25,087. 


Nuneaton.—TC anpeoret plans, extension to fac. 
tory at Avenue-rd., for Wood Bros., Ltd. 


Ramsbottom.—F. D. Sims, Ltd., Wireworks, Hazel. 
hurst, propose extensions to premises, £25,000 est. 


Runcorn.—RDC seek Min. approval for adaptations 
at Castle Park, Frodsham, to form new Council 
Chamber, £10,000 est. 


Sacriston (Co. Durham).—Plans being prepared for 
proposed cinema in Front-st., for Sacriston Memorial 
Institute.. Architects, Eltringham & Lowes, Derwent- 
st., Blackhill. 


St. Helens.—TC received layout approval for 24 
aged persons’ bungalows on Cecil-st. site, Sutton. 

Salford.—Work to begin next month on RC inf, 
sch. for 240 children at Middleton Langley, est. cost 
£94,000. RC authorities also negotiating for site for 
sec. mod. sch. 


Scarborough.—BE, H. V. Overfield, to prepare plans 
for erection of another 100 houses.—BE prepared 
plans for proposed doctor’s house on Eastfield estate, 
also for branch library at Eastfield.—Kitson, Parish, 
Ledgard & Pyman, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Vicar-la., 
Leeds, architects for proposed licensed premises in 
Prospect-rd., for T. Laughton, Ltd. Plans by Cty. A, 
County Hall, Northallerton, for proposed workshop at 
Technical Institute, Westbourne-gr., also for prim. 
sch. at Eastfield, have been approved.—Baker & Clark, 
York-pl., Scarborough, prepared plans for two houses, 
block of semi-detached houses, shop and flats in 
Seamer-rd., for A. Henderson.—TC asked BE to re- 
port on siting of chapel and crematorium near Wood- 
lands Cemetery. 


Seaham.—UDC S, A. M. Smith, to prepare scheme 
for construction of community centre on site between 
Queensbury-rd., Malvern-cres. and Saturn-st. Both 
traditional and non-traditional, methods of construc- 
tion will be considered.—The Council is to consider 
the siting of a proposed new civic centre. 


Sheffield.—TC approved preliminary layout plans by 
City A for erection of four-storey maisonettes in Duke- 
st. flats area.—Reg. Hospital Brd. appointed follow- 
ing consultants:—Adams, Holden & Pearson, 38, Gor- 
don-sq., WCl1, architects for outpatients’ dept., Skeg- 
ness and district; S. Eldon Minns & Son, 453, Glos- 
sop-rd., Sheffield, architects for alterations and im- 
provements to isolation block. Crimicar-la.; A. K. 
Robinson, 7, Town Hall-st., Grimsby, surveyor for 
group laundry, Scartho-rd. Infirmary; Thomas Barrett, 
Son & Partners, 1, High-court, High-st., Sheffield 1, 
quantity surveyors for virus research unit-animal 
house, Lodge Moor. 


Southport.—TC to invite tenders for reinstatement 
of Ainsdale Lido. 

Southwell (Notts)—RDC approved plans for 12 
houses and 14 bungalows at Mickledale-la., Bilsthorpe, 
and 16 bungalows, 14 houses, four flats and block of 
garages at Rufford-rd., Edwinstowe. 


Staveley.—UDC approved plans for church hall at 
Inkersall for Canon H. H. Dibben (Rector of Staveley). 

Stockton-on-Tees.—J. W. Fawcett & Son, potato 
merchants, to erect warehouse in Dugdale-st., to plans 
by G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—Plans approved for proposed 
alterations and additions to fire stn., West Row, for 
Durham CC. Plans by G. R. Clayton. Court-la., 
Durham.—N. Stonehouse, Northcote-st., Stockton, to 
erect eight houses in Harlsey-rd. to plans by F. W. 
Turnbull, White House, Carlton, Stockton.—R. H. 
Bailey & Son, builders, Denmark-st., Middlesbrough, 
to erect houses at Fairfield (Whitton-rd.) to plans by 
Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald. 23, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to carry out improvement 
scheme in Dovecot-st., cost about £12.000.—Head, 
Wrightson & Co., Ltd.. steel founders. etc., to extend 
their offices—TC to invite tenders immediately for 
construction of houses to complete this year’s house 
building programme.—Boro’ A. T. C. Hartley. 28, 
The Square, Stockton, prepared plans for 48 houses 
and 42 flats as first stage of development plan for 
Newtown estate.—TC received loan sanction for 
£121.940 for building 99 houses at Roseworth and 
£143,193 for 110 ‘‘ No Fines’ houses at Newham 
Grange.—Boro’ A to report on question of providing 
additional accommodation at Newham Grange sch.— 
EC’s proposed Roseworth cty. jun. inf. sch. included 
in next year’s building programme, cost about £45,000. 

Sunderland.—MH&LG approval received by RDC 


for building of 38 houses on Cambria-st. site, at South 
Hylton, cost £52,021. 
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BUTTERS 
DERRICKS 


A 15-ton, 2-motor, electric derrick is illustrated. This 
crane has a 150 ft. jib and handles 15 tons at 112 ft. radius 
and 6 tons at 140 ft. radius, handling these loads at 40ft. 
and 120 ft. per minute respectively. It is mounted on low 
bogies on standard rail gauge. Butters Derricks provide 
absolute reliability in all sizes, and with any form of motive 
power. We shall be pleased to submit details and quotations. 


CRANE BUILDERS 
FOR OVER 80 YEARS 


BUTTERS BROS. 


& CO. LTD. 
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Satton Coldfield.—BC approved plans, 12 houses 
and garages at Slade-rd., for Ashworth & Stewart, 
Ltd., 25, Commercial-st. Extensions to factory at 
Hansons Bridge-rd., for Schweppes, Ltd.; 68 semi- 
detached and two detached houses at Rectory-rd. and 
Hollyfield-rd., for Birmingham Dwellings, Ltd., 67, 
Whitmore-rd. 

Urmston.—UDC to consult with Stretford and Sale 
Councils regarding erection of joint crematorium; 
erection of 94 houses, eight two-storey flats, 30 bunga- 
lows and 60 maisonettes and flats on central area of 
Woodsend-rd. estate; approved scheme for further 
block of four bungalows at Calderbank-ave., Flixton. 

Wednesbury.—TC to invite tenders for 40 bungalows 
at Millfields estate. 

West Bromwich.—Retsam Co., Ltd., 28, Newhall- 
hill, Birmingham, propose new factory and office block 

Lyng-la 

West Hartlepool.—Ewart Parsons, Ltd., propose 
showrooms in York-rd. and Park-rd. Architects, Bell 
& Bell, Central-chbrs., Whitby-st. 

West Hartlepool.—Souith Durham Steel & Iron Co., 
itd., megotiating for land in Longhill area for pro- 
posed works extensions. 

Workington.—BC to lease site at Clay Flatts to 
Docker Bros., Gilwilly, Penrith, for erection of new 
warehouse. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
t Denotes provisionally | accepted. 
t Denotes rec or 
§ Denotes subject to poll Me on gy 
4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of 66 houses, etc., at the 
Mastrick Housing Site. Architect, Mr. J. Austen 
Bent, ARIBA, 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edin- 
burgh: *James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., George-st., Edin- 
burgh, 

Aberdeen.—Extensive additions and alterations to 
be erected at 56 to 64, Frederick-st., for Scottish Agri- 
cultural Industries, Ltd., Blackies Quay. Architects, 
George Mitchell, Bennett & Son, F.ARIBA, 1, West 
Craibston-st., Westend, Aberdeen: *Clark & Chapman 
(Aberdeen), Ltd., Catherine-st. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Erection of Hartshead cty. sec. 
sch., for Lancs EC: *Moston Brick & Building Co., 
Ltd., Manchester. 

Basford.—Following for RDC:—62 houses and 22 
bungalows at Selston: *A. Sheldon & Sons, Ltd., 
Wentworth-st., Ilkeston Junction, £104,969. 22 
houses and four bungalows at Annesley: *W. Moore, 
438, Nottingham-rd., Giltbrook, £37,837. 22 houses 
and five bungalows at Sutton Bonnington: *W. Mak- 
ings, 44, St. Cuthbert’s-rd., Nottingham, £37,445. 10 
bungalows at Ruddington: *A, Whitemore, ** High 
Trees,’’ Loughborough-rd., Ruddington, £12,094. 
Bedlington.—Factory for Rema, Ltd., glove manu- 
facturers. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville- 
chbrs., North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. W. Bell & 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 20 houses on 
Roseberry estate: *Moore & Cartwright, High-st., Nor- 
ton. Flats in Musgrove-ter., Wolviston: *Russell 
Bros., Stockton. 

Blackburn.—Erection of new workshops for the 
blind, for TC: *W. J. Woof, Cronshaw & Sons, Ltd., 
£41,778. 

Blackpool.—83 houses at Grange Park estate, for 
BC: *Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood, 
£109,403. 

Blyth.—Erection of cinema (1,700 seats) at Post 
Office-sq., for Essoldo Circuit Control, Ltd., West- 
gate-rd., "Newcastle-on-Tyne. Architect, E. M. Law- 
ee Barras-bidgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle: *Direct 
a 

ieienceiiadii of Canon Slade gram. sch., Oaks 
Hall estate: *John Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., 
Fairclough-st., Bolton. 

Bootle.—27 dwellings at Netherton estate, for BC: 
*Fairclough & Foster, Ltd., 4. Aintree-rd., Liverpool, 
£38,489. 

Bracknell.—Erection of factory for J. J. Wade, Ltd. 
Architect, W. Leslie Jones, LRIBA, Great Missenden. 
Quantity Surveyor, W. T. Hoggarth, FRICS, 99a, 
Charing Cross-rd., WC2: “sj, M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., 
Maidenhead, £29,032. 

Brighouse.—12 aged persons’ bungalows at Rastrick 
—, for BC: *H. Castle & Son, Ltd., Brighouse. 





Buteshire.—74 houses which are to be erected at the 
Ministers Brae Housing Site, Rothesay, Alexander 
Stephen, MIME, ARSI, Corporation Surveyor, Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal- bidgs., Rothesay: *Weir 
Housing Corporation, Ltd., Calder-st., Mossend, 
Coatbridge. 


Chesterfield.—Eight bunealows at  Manor-rd., 
Brimmington, for R : *Brown Bros., 63, Dron- 
field-rd., Eckington, £8,400. Eight at Sutton-la. , Ark. 
wright Town: *j. om 162, Queen’s-rd., Beighton, 
nr. Sheffield, £8.279 


Ritaseinentiie Neate centre for National 
Dock Labour Brd. Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, 
Grainger-st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. R. Rutherford & 
Sons, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Dar! pe — tease of fire stn. at Bishop Auckland, 
for GE.. Gis. G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: 
*Bell & Ridiey, 1 Ltd., North-rd., Durham, £13, 500. 
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Edinburgh.—Airport buildings to be erected at the 
cost of £52,000 at Turnhouse. Mr. Robert H. 
Matthew, ARIBA, architect, Palmerston-pl., West- 
end, Edinburgh: *Pringle C. Nathaniel Grieve, Wash- 
ington-la., Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.—Commissioners of the Northern Light- 
house Board’s new workshops, @c., to be erected at 
North Moss Street-la. Architect and quantity surveyors 
are Mr. J. D. Gardner, FRIBA, 64, George-st., and 
J. N. Usherwood, 40, Queen- -st., Edinburgh: *William 
Black & Sons, Ltd., 160, Dundee-st., Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—68 houses on The Mains Site. Council 
Architect, Mr, Robert Meldrum, AMInstCE, AMTPI, 
Council Offices, Kirkcaldy: *Scottish Construction 
ces, Ltd., 129, St, Vincent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, 


Gateshead.—Extensions to factory of Forge En- 
gineering Co., Team Valley Trading Estate. Archi- 
tects, S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., The Esplanade, Sun- 
derland (Steelwork)* D. & J. Rankin, Ltd., Stockton- 
td., Sunderland. 

Gateshead.—Factory additions, Team Valley Trad- 
ing Estate, for Anglo-Scottish Tool Co., Ltd. 
Architects, J’ G. Cowe & Son, Central-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Extension at Garmunnock Unit 1 Public 
Prim. sch, consisting of 17 classrooms, etc. Architects 
and quantity surveyors are George Boswell, Mitchell 
& Ptnrs., F.ARIBA, and Mr. J. e Menzies, 97, 
Wellington-st., Glasgow, WC2: *Robert W. Stuart & 
Co., Ltd., 16, St. Enochs-sq., Glasgow, Cl 

Glasgow.—Housing scheme which is to be erected 
at Great Western-rd., Kelvinside West: *MacTaggart 
& Mickel, Ltd., 107, West Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2, 

Guernsey States.—Police stn. and Crown Officers 
chbrs. in St. Peter Port: *Gamble & Blair, Ltd., 1, 
Court-row, St. Peter Port, Guernsey. 

Halifax.—66 houses at Mixenden, for TC: *J. 
Walker & Son, Ltd., Highroad Well, Halifax. 

Irthlingborough.—Further 18 dwellings at Park-rd., 
~ — *A. J. Potter & Sons, Ltd., Stanwick, 


Lancs.—Erection of a branch Pong at Barrowford, 
for CC: *Sagar Bros., Nelson, 

Liverpool.—Erection of new. poe and office build- 
ing at 99, Bold-st., for Barclays Bark, Ltd.: *Wm. 
Thornton & Sons, Ltd., 38, Wellington-rd., Liverpool. 

qLondon (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over placed by the 
Directorate of Contracts for the week ended 
August 28:— 

Building work: J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Heather 
Park-dr., North Circular-rd., Wembley, Middx; W. E. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts: Heating ser- 
vices: E. L. Maiden, Ltd., af, Fitzroy-sq., Wi. Sur- 
facing work: British Bitumen Emulsions, Ltd., 
Dundee-rd., Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 
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{London (Metropolitan Police).—Following are re- 
sults of tenders for Metropolitan Police building 


works:— 

Internal redecs., Tower Bridge Mag. Court, Gal- 
braith Bros., £2,995. Erection of section house for 
68 men, Willesden-la., Willesden, F. G. Minter, Lid., 
£137,873. Ext. & int. painting, S. Div. telephone 
boxes, Harding & Williamson, £1,674. Int. & ext. re- 
decs. and repairs, Waltham Abbey PS, Fisher & 
Stringer, Bidrs., Ltd., £687. Int. redecs. and repairs, 
Oxgate Court, Coles Green-rd., NW2, J. W. Cooper 
& Sons, £1,647. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW for 
week ended August 21:— 

Cheshire: PO, Weston-la., Crewe, erection of new 
stock stores and workshops, Pochin (Contractors), 
Ltd., King-st. Works, Middlewich. Essex: PO Ex., 
Canvey Island, erection of telephone repeater station, 
S. Cronin & Sons, 161/3, Warley-rd., Brentwood, 
Essex. Gloucestershire: TOB Vassall-rd., Fishponds, 
Bristol, repairs to external rendering, Stone & Co. 
eee Ltd., Redland-rd., Bristol 6. Lanarkshire: 

MERL, East Kilbride, erection of maintenance store 
and workshop, James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydes- 
dale Works, Rutherglen. Northumberland: Market- 
st., Hexham, alterations and additions, John Jackson 
& Sons, 72, Corporation-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Yorkshire: M/LEE, Grange-rd., Middlesbrough, 
adaptations to form accommodation for Medical 
Board, Plaxtons (Scarborough), Ltd., Castle Works, 
Seamer- rd., Scarborough; NAB, 19, Effingham-st., 
Rotherham, alterations and decorations, Chadwick & 
Co. (Rotherham), 1931, Ltd., 18, College-rd., Rother- 


ham. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended August 21:— 

Co. Down: Cladding to nissen huts, R. J. Camp- 
ra (Belfast), Ltd., Belfast. Yorkshire: Roof repairs, 

& R. Mascall, Ltd., Darlington. Flintshire: Floor 
pad R. A. Buckle, Ltd., Prestatyn. 
Painting, Fleetwood Richardson Co., Ltd., Man- 
chester. Warwickshire: Building, Adkins & Shaw 
(Builders & Contractors), Ltd., Northampton. 
Anglesey: Miscellaneous, Henry Jones & Sons 
(Rhosneigr), Ltd., Rhosneigr. Staffordshire: Road- 
work, General “Asphalte Co., Ltd., Birmingham. 
Shropshire: Painting, N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury; 
resheeting huts, Humphreys, Ltd., Chester. London: 
Painting, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., London; building, 
G. Potton & Sons, Ltd., London. Suffolk: Building, 
Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Ipswich. Somerset: Fencing, 
H. Hoskings, Ltd., Langport. Berkshire: Repairs to 
hot-water installation, H. C. Goodman, Ltd., 
Reading. 

Longbenton.—Erection of public-house for New- 
castle Breweries, Ltd, Haymarket, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Architects, P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, 
Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st., ‘Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*William Jackson, Audley-rd., Gosforth. 

Maidenhead.—30 houses at Larchfield estate, for 
BC. .C. T. Read, AMICE, FRICS: *J. M. Jones & 
Sons, Ltd., Maidenhead, £43,450. 

Manchester.—Erection of a two-storey factory at 
Clarence-st. and Pimblett-st., for A. Weiler: *Hy. 
Green & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Stocks House, Cheet- 
ham Hill-rd., Manchester 8. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 20 houses at A End, 
for TC. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: : . Athey, 
Windsor-rd., Middlesbrough, £26, 026. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 34 houses for TC: 
*S. Lowe, 20, Lansdowne-rd., Middlesbrough, 12 
houses; *E. Lowe, 18, Lansdowne-rd., Middlesbrough, 
12 houses; and *F. S. Thornton, Middlesbrough, 10 
houses. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 20 houses at Park End, 
for TC. Boro’ E, J. A. Kenyon: *T. A. Greenwell & 
Co., Ltd., Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, £25,812. 

Morecambe.—16 houses at Branksome-dr. estate, 
for BC: *Wm. Huddleston & Sens (Morecambe & 
Heysham), Ltd., Back Sefton-st., Morecambe, £22,469. 

Morpeth.—53 houses for TC: *J. Dodds, Wansbeck- 
st. 25 houses: *J. Wilson, 25, Oldgate, Morpeth. 

Newark.—Stage 1 ef Balderton Mental Deficiency 
Colony, for Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd.: *W. J. 
Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. 

Newbrough.—25 houses for Hexham. Architect, W. 
Dixon & Son, Collingwood-st., Newcastle. RDC: *J. 
Newman & Son, Hexham. 

Newcastle.—New blocks and extensions at General 
Hospital, for Regional Hospital Brd. (Steelwork): *J 
Laing & Son, Carlisle and London. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,—Business premises at Blackett- 
st., for Phillips Furnishing Co., London: *Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts, 5, Royal-ter., Edinburgh. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Block of business premises at 
Northumberland-st.: *Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., The 
Drive, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Factory at Fawden, for Scott 
& Turner, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Architects, 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar: *R. Costain, Ltd., 
Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Civil engineering block in 
Claremont-rd., for Kings College, Newcastle: *Leslie 
& Co., Ltd,, Warlington. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Nursery sch. in Great North- 
rd. at Northern Counties School for the Deaf. Archi- 
tect, C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle: 
*J. R. Rutherford & Son, Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New premises in Newgate-st., 
for Lloyds Bank, Ltd. Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, 
Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. R. Rutherford & 
Sons, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of premises 
Grey-st. into bank for William Deacons Bank 
Manchester. 


in 
of 


Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger- 
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st., Newcastle: *James White (Shopfitters), Ltd., Team 
Valley, Gateshead. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of offices and labora- 


tory in Clayton-st., for Angus & Co., Ltd. 
Architects, Spence & Price, 26, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Stephen Buy, Westgate-rd., New- 


castle-on-Tyne. 

North Shields.—Proposed RC Church, Wallsend-rd., 
for the Rev. Taggart. Architect, R. Burke, Lambton 
House, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Thomas 
Curry & Son, Meldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northumberland.—Factory at Bedlington, Northum- 
berland, for Rema Glove Co. Architects, Stephenson 
& Gillis, Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle (steel 
work): *R. W. Bell (Builders), Ltd. 

Oldbury.—89 houses at Brandhall estate, for TC: 
*Titford Property Co., Ltd., Oldbury, £124,366. 

Penrith.—New offices, showrooms and flats at 14, 
King-st., for Armstrong & Fleming, Ltd.: *R. E. 
Reay & Son, Ltd., Gt. Dockray, Penrith. 
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Skipton.—24 houses at the Horse Close estate, for 
UDC: *J. Newsome Walker, Ltd., The Green, Hors- 
forth, near Leeds. 

Slough.—Erection of eight shops with maisonettes 
over at Wexham estate, for BC. Engineer, E. 
Gardner Thorp. Quantities by Young & Brown, 104, 
High Holborn: *Alfred Robinson (Builders and Con- 
re Ltd., 29, Peterborough-rd., Harrow, Middx., 


Stockport.—43 dwellings at Bridge Hall estate, for 
TC: *E. Entwistle, Ltd., 34, Victoria-st., Altrincham, 
£46,228. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Alterations 
slaughterhouse, East-st., 
Ltd.: *A. E. G 
Tees. 

Sunbury-on-Thames.—New office block at Benwell 
House, for UDC. E&S: *John Farmer Cr epi 
45/47, Hanworth-rd., Sunbury-on-Thames, £5,6 

Sutton Coldfield, — Factory at Reddicap itil for 
BMS Laminations, Ltd.: *B. Allington, Bassetts Pole, 


and additions to 
for Taylors (Middlesbrough), 
ray & Sons, Chapel-st., Thornaby-on- 



















































Renfrewshire.—90 houses at the Auchenbach Sutton Coldfield Wels 
STRE N GTH AN D Housing Site, Barrhead. Architect, Mr. J. Austen el of 90 houses at Moorclose CEs 
Bent, ARIBA, 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edin- Valley and 50 at Salterbeck estate, for BC: *John 
burgh: *James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Caledonian Con- Twiname, Ltd., Brigham, Cockermouth. 
tracting Works, Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 
S O LI DA R | TY | N Renfrewshire.—Erection of 120 houses at the Mid- 
ton Housing District. Architect, Mr. J. Austen Bent, 
ARIBA, 15, Palmerston-pl,, Westend, Edinburgh: 
James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., *George-st., Edinburgh. 
Renfrewshire.—11 four-apartment bungalows at the STREET- 
THE Hillend Housing Site, Clarkston: *MacTaggart & Ps Pe 
Michael, Ltd., 127, West Regent-st,, Glasgow, WC2. CORRES! 
a aay sg ay A — s. i? — Gas- OBITUA 
works, for East Midlands Gas Brd.: . J. Gleeson, 
Ltd., 822, Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield. CELLULAR BLOCKS LO pb 
ome Rowley Regis.—98 houses, Cornereaves estate. for Fat 3 easie = t t pipe. 
BC. Architects, Bldg. Dept., Municipal-bldgs.: *Baker r—cut cos pod 
Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Kent-st., Upper Gornal, nor. piaten Ties - ; 
Dudley, Worcs, £131,008. BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF DEVELO 
ade —oetie Re two ey od — ~ LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061 se 
+ for old people on Barrowcliff estate, for oro 18 
by making sure you H. V. Overfield: *Mollekin Bros., West Parade- TOWNA 
rd., Scarborough, £12,832. NING 
h h . ht Pan nel ne pt Gorge-re site, —" ee: 1954 PI 
*Tomlinson Bros. (Sedgley), Ltd., Bilston-st., Sedgley. a 
ave t e rig to use Also 76 houses on same site, for UDC: *J. Ashmore AMERIC. 
(Builders), Ltd., Bromford-la., West Bromwich. zn 
Sheffield.—Following for TC:—New fire stn. at Dar- ne 
nall; extensions at City-rd. crematorium; canteen for — 
employees at Castlegate: *Direct Labour, £35,500; 
£17,926; £53,400, respectively (est.). rom ba’) 
Sheffield.—Following for TC:—10 blocks of four- 6:15 70) 00) | Le C i 
storey maisonettes at Greenhill/Bradway estate: *J. W. 
b d Sivil, Ltd., £172,586. 15 terrace-type houses at Cow- HE 
a ge per-cres., ’ Parsons Cross estate: *F. Ridal & Son SALES HIRE 
(Builders), Ltd., £20,545. (Both of Sheffield.) , y th 
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